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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 



CHAPTER I. 



The Spaniards resume their march — The Princess of 
Cofachiqui carried away captive — ^A matiny — ^The army 
traverse the territory of the Cherokees — ^Escape of the 
young Princess — Juan Terron and his pearls. 

1540. On the third of May, 1540, De Soto 
again set forward on his adventurous journey, 
taking with him the beautiful Princess of Cofa- 
chiqui and her train*. His route now lay 

* The captivity of thb Princess is given on the au- 
thority of the Portuguese historian. The Inca, Qarcilaso 
de la Vega makes no mention of it. The former intimates 
that she was treated with neglect ; hut this is contrary 
to the general conduct of De Soto towards the Caciques 
whom he detained as hostages. 

VOL. II. B 



2 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

towards the north or north-west, in the direc- 
tion of the province of Cosa, which was said 
to be at the distance of twelve days' journey. 
As the country through which the troops were 
to march, was represented as being destitute of 
provisions, Gonsalo Silvestre and two other 
cavaliers were detached with a large body of 
horse and foot to a village, twelve leagues 
off, where there was a large deposit of grain, 
with wliich they had orders to load them- 
selves, and rejoin the main army. 

Silvestre and his companions, having suc- 
cessfully executed these orders, took as much 
maize as they could carry, and hastened back 
to the army, but were five days before they 
could succeed in coming '"dpon' its' traces. 
When' they '^did so,' they found ' that ihe' troops, 
havipg cpntinued their march, were a con- 
siderable distance in advance. Here some 

• * * • I , 

difficulties occurred. The foot soldiers were 
eager to Ji^ress forward, but the troopers de- 
murred. Three of their horses were lame, 
and it wotdd not dd t6 leave ahjf of these valu- 
able animals pehmd, for they were considered 
the sinews of th§ army, not merely on account 
of their re^ services, but from the extreme 
dread with which they inspired the 'satages. 
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' A mu&iouii spirit $liowed itself .for. a while, 
among the infantry, who dreading a a^sffar 
mHon from the main force^ set forward in a 
tumultiUQus. manner. Their captai9s, however, 
tfafew thesftsdves before them, aad. with diffi- 
culty compelled them to. continue, with the 
cavahy, who were,obli^d to proeeed at a slow 
pace, propevtioQedi to the condition . of the 
maimed horses. 

On the following day^.as they'* were inai?ch- 
ing under the heat; of a noouriade sun,, th^re 
suddenly aiiose a . violent .hurricane, ; accom- 
panied with trenQendous: thunder, lightning, 
and hail of jn^ch size. .aei. to 'Wowpid . w^iateyer 
it struck. , Th^ Spamands sh^lteredi themsdi^es 
under , their buckles, rOiSrtQok refiige beu^aith 
some>l6tfg€» trees which happeoed to be at hand. 
Fortunately, the huiricima was., as .brief .as^>it 
.was violent ; yet . the soldiera wer^.^Q severely 
)bruised j by^ the. liail-stQiies, that jtbey remaii^ed 
^fipcamppd /or .the, ren^^nder of that and the 
ensuing «^y. 

s Resuming their/march .on tbe^.saoscning of 
the third day, they passed through - various 
deserted hamlets, and at length crossed the 
frontiers of i^ p;icovince, called Xuala,, where to 
their great joy, they found the Ad^lantj^do^and 

b2 



4 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

his troops encamped in a beautiful yalley, 
awaiting their arriyal. 

In the course of his march, De Soto had tra- 
versed the province of Achalaque*, the most 
wretched country, says the Portuguese narrator 
in all Florida. The inhabitants were a feeble, 
peaceful race, nearly naked. They lived prin- 
cipaUy on herbs, roots, and wild fowl, which 
they killed with their arrows. Their Cacique 
brought the Governor two deer skins, which 
he seemed to think a considerable present. 
Wild hens abounded in such quantities, that 
in one village the inhabitants brought seven 
hundred into the Spanish campf. Most of the 
inhabitants of this miserable province fled to 
the woods on the Spaniards' approach, leaving 
few inhabitants in their villages, except the 
old, blind and infirm. 

The army remained several days in Xuala, 
to recruit the horsesj. Their principal village 

* Spelt Chalaque in the Portuguese narration. Sup- 
posed to be the barren country of the Cherokees. 

t Evidently the species of grouse, commonly called 
the Prairie hen. 

X Xuala, or Choula, is supposed to have been on the 
site of the present town of Qualatehe. at the source of 
the Catahootche river. Vide M'Culloch's Researches, 
Appendix III, 
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bearing the same naine as the province, was 
situated on the skirts of a mountain, with a 
small but rapid river flowing by it. Here the 
Spaniards found maize in abundance, as well 
as different kinds of fruits and vegetables com- 
mon to the country. 

This place was under the domination of the 
youthful Princess of Cofachiqui ; and here, as 
every where else along the route, the Spaniards 
found the advantage of having her with them. 
She was always treated with great reverence 
by the inhabitants of the villages, who, at her 
c-ommand, furnished the army with provisions, 
and with porters to carry the baggage. And 
here, it is proper to observe, that De Soto 
endeavoured, on all occasions, as far as his 
means permitted, to requite the kindness of 
the natives ; making presents to such of the 
chiefhdns as treated him amicably, and leaving 
with each a couple of swine, male and female, 
from which to raise a future stock. 

On leaving Xuala, a number of the inhabit^ 
ants accompanied the Spaniards, laden .with 
provisions. The first day's march was through 
a country covered with fields of maize of lux- 
uriant growth. De Soto had directed his 
march to the westward, in search of a province 
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called Qu&xale^ where the territories' of the- 
Princess, cft rather of her tributaiy Cadques; 
terminated. While' they >wrere on the 'march, 
thte* female Oaelque alighted froiii the litter on 
wladk ' sfa<^ wiui ^bortvey and eluding : thte' Indian - 
slaves who had charge of her,' fled into tbe^ 
depths of a neighbouring forests Her eseUpe 
is related by the PorttagueAe- historiioi^ bat no 
partiealar reason is-giyeri for it; probably, she; 
dreaded bMng: carried away osptivebeyoitd the* 
bounds' of her donl^inionsr. What seesBS to 
hare caused much regret US thie Sjtedards, if^ 
we may b€AieV6< the authority already so- often- 
referred to, was, that she took with her a small 
box made ^f reeds, <sdled by the Indians >P6tait»^ ^ 
filled with beautiful unpiert5ed pearls^ of great 
value**^. Two negro slaves and ai Barbary Moor 
aco6tn^nied' her in her flight^' and a» it wasi 
afterwards underfiitoody we^e' o6no6aled by ditf 
natives; who rejoiced at httvong- something*, 
among them that< had belonged tb thel whiter 
inHn. 

During the next five days^- the Spaniavdsi 
trdversed a GhAifi< of mountaihs' (Covered with< 
ode and mulberry trees, with intervening val> 

* Pbrtfegttese N«r^atio«i> c» Jf5, 
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leys, rich in past^rage^ and irrigated by dear 
and rapid, streams. Tbfise mountains were 
twenty leagues across, and quite uninhabited*. 
In the course of tl^eir weary march throughout 
tl49 desolate, tract, a fpot soldier, calling to 
a horseman, who was his friend, drew forth 
£rom his.wallet.a Upen bag. in which were six 
pounds of pearls, probably filched from one of 
the Indian sepulchres. These he offered as a 
gifit^tp his comrade, being heartily tired of car- 
rying them on his back, though he had a pair of 
broad shoulders, capable of bearing the burthen 
of a mule. The horseman refused to accept 
so thoughtless an offer. " Keep them your- 
self,'' said he, ^^ you have most need of them* 

* Probably tbe termiDation of tbe Apalachian or Alle- 
gan v range, running through the northern part of Geor- 
gia. ' Martin, in his history of* LouiBiana, makes the 
Spaniards traverse the state of Tenessee, and eten pene>» 
trate the state of Kentucky, as far north as thfe thirty- 
seventh degree of north latitude. Tl^s is evidently 
erroneous, as both the Portuguese and Spanish chro- 
niclers state, that from the province of Xuala, De S6to 
struck off in a westerly direction, and we find him, in a 
few days on the banks of ihe river Canasauga; * ' 

Belknap, V. I. p. 189> suggests, that the Spaniards 
crossed the mountains within' the' thirty-fifth degree of 
latitude. 
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The Governor intends shortly to send mes- 
sengers to Havana, where you can forward 
these presents, and have them sold, and ob- 
tain three or four horses with the proceeds, so 
that then you will have no further need to 
travel on foot/* 

Juan Terron was piqued at having his offer 
refused. " Well," said he, " if you will not 
have them, I swear I will not carry them, and 
they shall remain here." So saying he untied 
the bag, and whirling it round, as if he were 
sowing seed, scattered the pearls in all direc- 
tions among the thickets and herbage. Then 
putting up the bag in his wallet, as if it was 
more valuable than the pearls, he marched 
on leaving his comrade and other by-standers 
astonished at his folly. 

The soldiers made a hasty search for the 
scattered pearls, and recovered thirty of them. 
When they beheld their great size and beauty, 
none of them being bored and discoloured, 
they lamented that so many had been lost; 
for the whole would have sold in Spain for 
more than six thousand ducats. This egre- 
^ous folly gave rise to a common proverb 
in the army, that " there are no pearls for 
Juan Terron.'* The poor fellow himself be- 
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came an object of constant jests and ridicule, 
until at last, made sensible of ^is absurd con- 
duct, he implored his comrades never to banter 
him further upon the subject.* 

' * Garcilaso de la Vega. L. 3. c. 20. 
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12 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

they came in sight of Ichiaha,* thirty leagues 
from Guaxale. 

This village stood on one end of an island, 
more than five leagues in length. The Cacique 
dime out to receive the Governor, and gave 
him & firiendly welcome ; his warriors treating 
the Spanish soldiers in the same kind and 
frank manner. They crossed the river in ca- 
noes, and on rafts prepared for the pxupose^ 
and were quartered by the Indians in their 
houses. Most of the soldiers, however, en- 
camped under trees around the village, their 
Wom*out horses enjoying rich and abun- 
dant pasturage in the neighbouring meadows. 
The Spaniards found in this village a quantity 
of bears' grease preserved in pots, likewise 
oil made firom the walnut, and a pot of honey « 
The latter they had not before seen, nor did 
they ever again meet with it during their wan-* 
derings. 

While he remained in the town of Ichiaha^ 
the Governor, as usual, was diligent in his en-* 
quiries after the precious metals. In reply, the 
Cacique informed him^ that about thirty miles to 
the northward there was aprovince called Chisca^ 

* This is spelt Chiaha in the Portuguese Chronicle. 
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where there were mines of copper, and also of 
another metal of the same colour, but finer and 
brighter. He stated, that it was not used by the 
natives as much as copper, because it was softer^ 
but that they sometimes melted these metals 
together. This intelligence roused the atten- 
tion of De Soto. It agreed with what he had 
been told at Cofachiqui, where he had met with 
smaU axes of copper, mingled with gold. He 
consequently determined to set off in search of 
the mines, but the Cacique informed him, that he 
would hare to traverse an uninhabited wilder-* 
ness, and mountains impassable for horses, 
and therefore advised him to send persons to 
visit the province of Chisca, offering to furnish 
them with guides. 

De Soto adopted his advice. Juan de Vil-« 
lalobos and Francisco de Silvera, two fearless 
soldiers, forthwith offered their services, and 
accordingly set off on foot, leaving their horses 
behind, as these would only delay and embar* 
rass them in the rough country through which 
they would have to travel. 

After an absence of ten days, they re- 
turned to the camp and made their report. 
Part of their route was through excellent 
land for grain and pasturage, where they 



14 CONQUEST QF FLQBIDA. 

had been well received, and entertained by 
the natives. They had found among them a 
buffido^s hide, an inch thick, with hair as soft 
as the wool of a sheep : t|4s hide they mistook 
as usual for the hide of an ox. In the course 
of thdr journey they had crossed mountains, 
80 rugged and precipitous Uiat it was impossi^ 
ble for an army to trav^se them. As to the 
yellow metal of which they ha^ beard, it proved 
to be nothing but a £ne kind of copper or brass, 
such as they had already met with; neveortbeless, 
from the appearance of the soil they thought it 
probable that both gold and silver might exist 
in .the neighbourhood.^ 

During the time De Soto remained at 
the village awaiting the return of the two 
soldiers from the mines, several circumstances 
had occurred. The Cacique came one day. to 
the Governor, biinging a present of a string of 
pearls, five feet in lengih. These peads were 

* Giirciipiso de l9L Vega, L. 3. c. ^0. Portuguese Rela- 
tion, c. 16. The mountainB here mentioned are suppose^ 
to be the Apalachian chain, running through the northern 
part of Alabama. The existence of gold in various parts 
of the Southern States, ascertained of late years, proves 
that many of these ' Indian reports were founded in 
truth. 
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as large as filberts^ and had tliey not been bored 
by means of fire, which had discoloured them, 
would have been of immense value. De Soto 
thankfully received them, and in return pre- 
sented the Indian diief with pieces pf velvet, 
and cloth of various colours apd other Spanish 
trifles held in much esteem by the natives. 
In reply to the demand of De Soto, the Ca- 
cique stated that the pearls had been obtained 
in the neighbourhood. He further told hipi 
that in the sepulchre pf his ancestors was 
amassed a prodigious quantity, of which the 
Spaniards were welcome to earry away as many 
as they pleased. The Adehtntado thanked 
him for his good will, but replied, that much as 
he wii^ned for pearls, he never would insult the 
saiM^aries of the dead to obtain them ; adding, 
that he only «eeepted die string of pearls as a 
preeent from the chiefibain's hands. 

De Soto baviog expressed a puriosity to see 
the manlier of extracting pearls from the dM&s, 
the Caciq«ie instantly -despatched forty canoes 
to fish for ^sters during the night. At an 
eai^ly hour next eaoming, a quantity of wood 
was ^tiieped and ^kd up on the river bank, 
and being set on &re, was speedily reduced to 
glowmg embers. Astsoon as the canoes arrived. 
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the embers were spread out and the oysters 
laid upon them. They quickly opened with the 
heat^ and from some of the firsts thus opened^ 
the Indians obtained ten or twelve pearls as 
large as peas, which they brought to the 60^ 
vemor and Cacique, who were standing toge- 
ther looking on. These were of a fine quality^ 
but somewhat discoloured by the fire and 
smoke. The Indians were apt further also to 
injure the pearls thus obtained, by boring 
them with a heated copper instrument. 

De Soto having gratified his curiosity, re- 
turned to his quarters to partake of the morn- 
ing meal. While eating, a soldier entered with 
a large pearl in his hand. He had stewed 
some oysters, and in eating them felt the pearl 
between his teeth. Not having been injured 
by fire or smoke, it retained its beautiful white- 
ness, and was so large and perfect in its form, 
that several Spaniards who pretended to be 
skilled in these matters, declared it would be 
worth four hundred ducats in Spain. The 
soldier would have given it to the Governor 
to present to his wife, Dona Isabel de Bobadilla, 
but De Soto declined the generous ofier, advising 
him to preserve it until he should arrive at 
Havana, where he might purchase horses and 
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other necessaries with it ; moreoyer, as a re- 
ward for his liberality, De Soto insisted upon 
paying the fifth of the value due to the crown. 

About this time, one Luis Bravo de Xeres, 
a cavalier, while strolling, with his lance near 
the borders of a river, saw a small animal 
at a short distance, and cast his weapon at it. 
The lance missed its mark, but, shpping along 
the grass, shot over the river bank. Luis 
Bravo ran to recover it, but to his horror found 
he had killed a Spaniard, who had been fish- 
ing with a reed on the margin of the stream. 
The steel point of the lance having entered 
one temple and passed out at the other, 
the poor Spaniard had dropped dead on 
the spot. His name was Juan Mateos ; he 
was the only one in the expedition that had 
gray hairs, firom which circumstance he was 
universally called father, and respected as such. 
His unfortunate death was lamented by the 
whole army. 
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CHAI^TfiR III. 



-How the Spaniards were treated by the Cacique of Acoste, 
at whose village they arrived — ^The manner in which 
.the young Cacique Cosa came forth to meet them. — ^The 
Indians show a hostile dispositipn^-T-The Cacique Cosa 
escorts them to Talise, and why. 

1540. On the ensuing day^ after the return 
o£ the soldiers from the mines of Chisca, the 
Oovemor departed from the village of Ichiaha, 
leaving the natives weU contented with the 
presents they had received in return for their 
hospitality. 

This day he marched the whole length of the 
island, and at sunset, on the 2d of July, came in 
sight of the village of Acoste, built on the 



CONQUEST OF PLOKlt^X. 19 

extremity.* The army encamped about a cpm»« 
bow shotirom the town^ wlnle De Soto pro- 
ceededy. aoeompanied hj a guard of eight- 
troopersyto visit the' Oacique* This chieftain^ 
a fierce wanriov^ placed hiinsdfii^«battleanray^ 
at the head' of) fifteen hundred followers^ 
decorated with war- plumes, and eqiiipped 
with arms. He reoeiTedithe Qoremor with 
great courtesy^ and' appeared very kindly dis* 
posed; but while they were conversing U>g^ 
tber, some of die fo€»t soldiers hsA arrived, 
and began pillaging the houses. The Indians, 
exasperated at this outrage^ seized some war*- 
clubs diat were at hand, and« assailed the 
aggressors. De Soto saw at a glance the 
peril of his »tuation, surrounded by enemies. 
With, his wonted presence of mind' he- seised* 
a cudgd and began beating his own men> 
at the same time that he secretly despi^h^d* 
a trooper to oider the horse* to arm and< 
come to his rescue. This attack upon hiS' 
own.followers, aaif indignant at their conduct^ 

* The Portaguese Narrator saySj this town wa9 seven 
days' journey from- Ichiaha. The Inca is probably the 
most correct, as he states the length of the island to be 
about five leagues, which would not be more than a day's 
march. 
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conduct^ re-assuf«d the savages. De Soto then 
prevailed upon the Cacique to visit the encamp- 
ment with his chief warriors, and no sooner 
had the Indians left the village with this intent 
than the troopers surrounded them and carried 
them off prisoners.* Notwithstanding their 
captivity, they maintained an arrogant air, an- 
swering every question insolently, shaking their 
fists, and insulting the Spaniards with taimts 
and menaces, until the latter lost all patience,and 
were only restrained from coming to blows by 
the peretnptoty commands of the Adelantado. 
This night they posted sentries, and kept as 
vigilant a watch as though they had been in 
an enemy's country. 

On the following day, the natives were more 
peaceable and friendly; the Cacique furnish- 
ing the Governor with maize for his jour- 
ney, and offering him every other necessary that 
his dominions afforded. A message received 
from Ichiaha was the cause of this civility. De 
Soto thanked him for his offer, liberated him 
and his warriors, and in return for the maize, 
made him presents that greatly pleased him. 

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 16. 
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The same morning they quitted the village, 
and crossed the river on rafts and in canoes, 
rejoicing at having extricated themselves from 
this village, without bloodshed. 

They now travelled more than a hundred 
leagues through a fertile and populous pro- 
vince, called Cosa, at the rate of four 
leagues a day; sometimes lodging in the ham- 
lets, sometimes encamping in the fields. 
Through the whole distance they were treated 
with great kindness, by the inhabitants, who 
quartered them in their houses, supplied their 
wants, and escorted them from one village 
to another. In this way they proceeded for 
twenty-four days, until they came in sight of 
the village of Cosa, from which the province 
took its name. This was the residence of the 
Cacique, who had sent them repeated and 
firiendly messages in the course of their 
journey. He came to meet them in a kind 
of litter, borne by four of his chief warriors. 
From his shoulders hung a mantle of 
martin skins, fashioned much after the 
manner of the mantles worn by Spanish 
females, and on his head was a diadem of 
feathers. Several Indians walked beside 
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the litter, sin^g and' playing upon mancal 
instroments.* 

He was a young man* about twenty-six years 
of age, of a fine person and noble countenance^ 
and attended by a train of a thousand warriors, 
tall and well formed, as -were generally the 
people of this couhtry. Hia followers were in 
their finest array, adorned with lofty plumes of 
different colours, = and wearing mantles com- 
posed of various fine « skins, many of them 
martins, scented with musk. Being marshalled 
in squadrons, with their gay plumes waving 
in the breeze, they miade a biifiiant spectacle. 

The village was situated on .the banks of a 
river,t amidst green and beautiful, meadows, 
irrigated by numerous small s^sreams. ISie 
country round was populous and fruitful ; tiie 
bouses were well stored with maize and a small 
kind of bean ; and fields of -Indian com ex- 

* Portugaeto Relation, c. 16. 

t Supposed to be. the river Coosa» which takes its rise 
in the Apalachian mountains and empties itself into the 
Alabama. . From the site and description of the village, 
Mr. M'Cailoch presumes it to be the same called in the 
maps '* Old Coosa." situated on the river of the same 
name in nortii latitude, about 33® ao^^-^See M'Calloch's 
Researches^ p. 624. 
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tended from village to Tillage. ''Hiete were 
pimns of rarious kinds; dome like 'those of 
Spain^ others peculiar to tiie country. ' Vines 
clambered 'to tiie' very tops of tibe trees which 
overhung the' river. There were odiers in the 
fields/ with low Stocks #hich produced large 
sWeet grapes.* 
The till^e contained five hundred dwelli'nfgs, 

^ and as' they were very spadous, the captaiiis 
and soldiers were all well accommodated. De 
Soto was quartered in - the residience of the 
Cacique. 

De Soto often took the precaution in pi^jpiu- 
lous villages, where there was any dangef to'be 
apprehended from' the inhabitants^ to *slirrMiiid 
the Cacique inth guards, which kept him in a 
kind of honourable durance, and prevented 
liis escape. In this way he served as a 
hostage to ensilre the peaceful' conduct of 
his subjects. It was also a part of the Gover- 
nor's policy, as hlis beeii'ali^dy shewn, to 

*• carry" flie Caciqu^ dong'with him, as Tie 
marchied through his dominions; by which 

* Portuguese Relation; c. 16. This is supjAwed to 
have been the same native grape, called the Isabella, 
which has since been cultivated. — Vide Bancroft, Hist. U. 
S. c. 2, p. 64. 
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means he secured a supply of guides from the 
villages, as well as of Indians to attend upon the 
army and transport the baggage. During their 
march, the Cacique was always treated with 
great respect and ceremony, having fine rai- 
ment provided for him ; and if so inclined, a 
horse was furnished him. On arriving at the 
territories of another Cacique, the preceding 
one and his subjects were dismissed at the 
frontier. 

The Indians of Cosa were indignant at the 
restraint put upon their Chief; and mani- 
fested a hostile disposition towards the Span- 
iards. Several of them were taken prisoners 
and put in chains, but after a short time, most 
of them, at their Cacique's intercession, were 
set at liberty .*" After this a good understand- 
ing prevailed, and the Spaniards were hospitably 
entertained during twelve days that they re- 
mained in the village. 

The Cacique would fain have persuaded the 
Governor to make Cosa his residence and 
seat of government, or at least to winter there ; 
but De Soto was anxious to arrive at the bay 
of Achusi, where he had appointed Captain 

* Portuguese Relation, c. 16. 
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Diego Maldonado to meet him in the autumn. 
Since quitting the province of Xuala, therefore, 
he had merely taken a circuitous course through 
the country^ and was now striking off in a 
southerly direction for the sea coast. 

During their stay in this village, a soldier of 
dissolute character having deserted, concealed 
himself among the natives, and was no where 
to be found. A negro, also, being too infirm 
to travel, was left in charge of the Cacique. 

On the 20th of August, the Governor de- 
parted from Cosa, taking with him as usual, the 
Cacique and many of his warriors, together with 
a train of his subjects, bearing provisions. At 
one of the villages named UUabali, a number 
of Indian warriors assembled, painted and 
plumed, with bows and arrows in their hands. 
They welcomed the Spaniards in the name of 
their chief, and escorted the Governor into 
the town, where he found all their men in 
arms, and judged by their hostile aspect, that 
they meditated an assault. In fact, he was 
afterwards informed that they had intended to 
attempt the rescue of the Cacique Cosa, had 
he approved of their design; but he gave 
them no encouragement.* The army con- 
* Portugaese Relation, c. 17. 

VOL. II. G 
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tinued forward to the frontier town of Ta- 
Kse*. 

This was an important Indian post, fortified 
with ramparts of earth and strong palisades, 
and situated on the bank of a rapid river 
Which nearly smrounded it* 'Hiotigh subject 
to the 'Cacique of Cosa, it was represented as 
flisaffected to his rule, and inclined to revolt 
in favour of a powerful chieftain of tfie neigh- 
bourhood named Tuscaluza. It was sup- 
posed, therefore, that the Cacique of Cosa, had 
gladly accompanied the Spaniards to this fron- 
fier town, in hopes of overawing his refractory 
subjects and even his formidable neighbour, by 
appearing in company with such redoubtably 
allies. 

* Supposed to be the same with Tallaasee, lying at the 
elbow of Talapoosa river.^M'Cullochy p. 625, Spelt in 
the Portuguese Narrative^ TalUse. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The ^gantic chieftain Toscaluza — His haughty reception 
of the Spaniards— Great sufferings of the army for 
want of salt and strange malady in consequence. 

1540. TuscALUzik^ the Cadqu^ on wh09e 
frontiers the Spaniaixis had now arrived, appean. 
to have been one of tbe most potent, proud and 
warlike among the native clueflkains of the south. 
His territories must have comprised a great 
part of what are now the states of the Alabama 
and Mississippi, and he is one of the few 
native heroes who have left local mempxiab 
behind them. The river Tuscal^osa,*^ which 
waters his native valley, bears his name^ which 
has likewise been given to the <»pital of the 
state. 



call^ tfa» flaolL \WM3rkir Emr. 
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This chieftain had heard^ with solicitude^ 
of the Spaniards approach to his territories^ 
and probably feared some hostility on their 
part^ in combination with his rival, the Cacique 
of Cosa. He sent, therefore, his son, a youth 
eighteen years old, attended by a train of 
warriors, on an ambassy to De Soto, offering 
him his friendship and services, and inviting 
him to his residence, which was about thirteen 
leagues from Talise. The young ambassador 
was of a noble stature, taller than any Spaniard 
or Indian in the army, and acquitted himself of 
Ms mission with great grace and courtesy. 
The Governor, struck with his appearance 
and manners, received him with great distinc- 
tion ; dismissing him with presents for himself 
and his father, and with assurances that he 
accepted the latter's friendship and would 
shortly visit him. The noble youth accord- 
ingly crossed theriver with his army, in canoes 
and on rafts, it being too. deep at Talise to be 
forded, and then set forward on his march, 
taking with him a number of the subjects of the 
Cacique of Cosa. The latter, being on the 
frontiers of his province, took a friendly leave 
of the Spaniards. 

On the following night they encamped in a 
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wood^ about two leagues from the village in 
which the Cacique of Tuscaluza.was quartered^ 
which, however, was not the capital of his pro- 
vince. De Soto set off at an early hour of 
the morning for this village, preceded by his 
Camp-Master-General and sevetal of the cava^ 
liers. 

. The Cacique having already received notice 
from his scouts, that the Spaniards were at hand, 
had made some preparations to receive them in 
state. They consequently found him posted 
on the crest of a hill, which commanded a wide 
view over a rich and beautifiil valley. He was 
seated on a kind of stool, made of wood, some^ 
what concave, but without back or arms. Such 
was the simple throne used by the Caciques of 
the country. Aroimd him stood a hundred of 
his principal men, dressed in rich mantles and 
decorated with plumes. Beside him was his 
standard-bearer, who bore on the end of a lance 
a dressed deer-skin, stretched out to the size of a 
buckler, of a yellow colour, and crossed by three 
blue stripes. It was the great banner of this 
warrior chieftain, and the only military standard 
that the Spaniards met with throughout the 
whole of their expedition. 

Tuscaluza, or Tuscaloosa, (to adopt the mo- 
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dem mode of writing the name,) appealed to be 
about forty years of age ; and his person cor- 
responded with the formidable reputation whidi 
he bore throughout the country* like his son 
h« was of gigantic proportions, being a foot 
and a half taUer than any cf his attendants. 
His countenance was handsome, though stem, 
expressive of his lofty and indomitable spirit. 
He was broad across the shoulders, small at the 
Waistyond so admirably formed, that the Span- 
iMrds declared him altogether the finest looking 
man they had ever yet beheld. 

The chieftain took not the least notice of 
the cavaliers and officers who preceded De Soto. 
These sought in vain to eitcite his attention, by 
making their horses curvet and caracole as they 
passed, and sometimes spurred them up to his 
Very feet. He still maintained the most imper- 
turbable gravity, now and then casting his eyes 
upon them in a haughty and disdainful 
manner, but without condescending to utter 
a wOrd« 

When De Soto, however, approached, the 
Cacique arose and advanced fift;een or twen- 
ty paces to receive him. The Oovemor 
alighted, and having embraced him, they re* 
mained conversing, while the troops pro- 
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oeoded to take up &e quarters allotted them, 
in aad about the irilkge. After this, the Ca« 
eique aad tka Governor proceeded, hand in 
hand, to the qtaarlers prepared for the lattef, 
which waa in a house near that of Tuscaloosa. 
Here the Indian diief retired with his foUowem^ 
but De Soto, who knew hia warlike character, 
took care to order that a yigfilant watdi should 
be kept upon hia movements.* 

About this time a strange malady, which was 
attributed to *the want of salt, broke out among 
the Spaniards. With some, the consequenoea 
were fatal. After a little while they were seized 
with a low fever, the surfiwie of the body became 
discoloured and of a greenish hue, from the 
breast downward. At the end of three or 
four days, their bodies emitted a fetid odour, 
and they perished of a general mortification of 
the intestines. A few cases spread horror 
through the camp ; for no one knew how to treat 
the disorder. In this dilemma some adopted a 
remedy or rather a preventive, recommended by 
the Indians ; it was a lye made from the ashes of 
a certain herb, and used with their food, instead 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, L. 3. c. 21. Portagaese Re- 
lation, c. 17* 
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of salt. Those who made use of this condiment 
escaped the fittal mortification of the bowels ; 
others, who rejected it as nauseous, or as the 
quackery of ignorant savages, fell victims to 
their prejudices. Some adopted it, but too late, 
for when the fever and its accompanying mor- 
tification had seized a patient, the lye was no 
longer efiectual. So much did the Spaniards 
suffer for want of salt during thieir long march- 
ings in the interior, that one of their historians 
attributes to this cause alone the death of 
more than sixty within a year.*" 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, L. 4. c. 3. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Tuscaloosa, his steed and raiment — His village — Mys- 
terious disappearance of two soldiers — ^Arrival at the 
village of Mauvila. 

1640. Aftbb a halt of two days, the 
Goyemor continued his march accompanied 
by Tuscaloosa, whom, for his own security, 
he kept with him. De Soto, as usual, ordered 
that a horse should be provided for the Cacique; 
but for some time they sought in vain for one of 
sufficient size and strength to bear so gigantic 
a rider. At length they found a stout hackney, 
belonging to the Governor, which, from its pow- 
erful frame, was used as a pack-horse ; when, 
however, the Cacique bestrode it, his feet nearly 
touched the groimd. The Governor had given 
Tuscaloosa a dress of scarlet cloth, and a flow^ 
ing mantle of the same, which, with his towering 
plumes, added to the grandeur of his appearance, 

c3 
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and made him conspicuous among tiie steel-dad 
warriors around him. 

After a march of thirty-six leagues, they ar- 
rived at the principal village called Tuscaloosa,* 
from which the province and the Cacique de- 
rived their name. Like Talise, it was situated 
upon a peninsula formed by the windings of 
the same river, which had here become wider 
and deeper.f 

During the fc^wing day tiie Spaniards were 
busily employed in passing the stream on 
light rafts made of reeds and dry wood, the 
inhabitants not having any canoes. As the 
river was gentle, the troops crossed it without 
difficulty, but not having completed their transit 
until near sunset, they encamped for the night 
in a beautiful valley about a league beyond. 

The next morning two soldiers were missing. 

* This town is called Piache by the PoitagaeBe Nar- 
tator. 

t It is supposed that this was really the Alabama river, 
formed by the conflaence of the Coosa aqd Talapooso^ (the 
latter being the stream which flowed by Talise), There 
is a ford on the Alabama^ about sixty leagues above its 
conflaence with the Tombecbe, which the Choetaws called 
Taskuloussas. Here the army may have crossed* Vide 
M'Cullochj p. 525 s Bossus' Travels in Louisianii^ p. 288* 
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One of them, named Juan de Villalobos, was 
much given to wander by himself to explore 
the country, and it was supposed that they 
had strayed together, and eith^ lost them* 
selves in the woods or been cut off by the na- 
tives, De Soto enquired afiber them of the 
Indians who accompanied Tuscaloosa. They 
were abrupt and insolent in their replies. 
" Why do you ask us about your people ? " 
they asked; ^^ Are we responsible for them? 
Did you plaxse them under our charge ? " 

The suspicions of De Soto were the more ex* 
cited by these replies. He had high words with 
their Cacique on the subject, and threatened 
to detain him until the Spaniards should be 
produced. Seeing this menace was of no avail, 
the Governor concluded that the soldiers had 
been massacred ; but dissembled his indigna- 
tion for the present, lest he should create diffi* 
eylties and delay his progress. He continued 
his march, therefore, in company with Tus- 
caloosa, apparently on amicable terms, though 
they were secretly distrustful of each other, and 
the Cacique felt that he was a kind of prisoner. 
In the course of their march, Tuscaloosa de* 
spatched one of his people to a town called 
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Mauvila,*^ under pretext of ordering a supply 
of provisions and Indian attendants for the 
army. On the third day, as they drew near to 
MauYila, their route lay through a very popu- 
lous country. At a very early hour the next 
morning, De Soto summoned two confidential 
men^ named Gonzalo Quadrado Xaramillo, and 
Diego Vazquez^ sent them in advance^ with 
orders to enter the village, observe what was 
going on, and there await'his arrival. 

Assembling a hundred horse and a himdred 
foot as a vanguard, he then set off with these 
for the village, ordering Luis de Moscoso, the 
Camp-Master General, to follow speedily with 
the remainder of the forces. The Cacique 
Tuscaloosa, accompanied the Governor ; being 
evidently retained as a kind of hostage. 

About eight o'clock in the morning of Octo- 
ber the 18th, they arrived before Mauvila.t 
This was the Cacique's strong hold^ where 

* Maville, in the Portuguese account. 

f This town is supposed to have stood on the north 
side of the Alabama, about the junction of that river 
with the Tombecbe, within a hundred miles from Pensa- 
cola. There is little doubt that it gave the name to t&e 
present river and bay of Mobile* The letters v and b are 
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he and his principal warriors resided | and 
being on the frontiers of his territories, it 
was strongly fortified. It stood in a fine 
plain, surrounded by a high wall formed of 
huge trunks of trees driven into the ground, 
side by side, and wedged together. These 
were crossed within and without by others 
smaller and longer, bound to them by bands 
made of spUt reeds and wild Tines. The 
whole was thickly plastered over with a kind 
of mortar, made of day and straw trampled 
together, which filled up every chink and 
crevice of the wood-work, appearing as if 

often used indifferently in Spanish^ in place of each other, 
and articulated in nearly the same manner. Charlevoix, 
m his Journal Historique, Let. 33, p. 452, says : " Gar- 
cilaso de la Vega, dans spn Histoire de la Floride, parle 
d'une Bourgade appellee Mauoih, laquelle a sans doute 
donn^e son nom k la Riviere, et k la nation, qui ^tait 
^tablie sur ses bords. Ces Mauviliens ^taient alors tr^s- 
puissans ; k peine en reste-t-il aujourd'hui quelques ves« 
tiges." In the account of these marchings, and of the 
affiBors at Mauvila, I have collated the narratives of the 
Inca and the Portuguese author, and have availed myself 
of both accounts, where they were not totally irreconcil- 
able. The Inca, as usual, is much the most minute, 
graphic and characteristic, and supports his main autho- 
rity in various places, by extracts from the journals of the 
two soldiers. 
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(simootbed with a trowel. Throughout its 
whole circuit, the wall was pierced with loop- 
holes^ from whence arrows might be dis- 
charged at an enemy, and at every fifty paces 
it was surmounted by a tower, capable of 
holding seven or eight fighting men. Num- 
bers of the trees which had been driven into 
the ground had taken root, and flourished, 
springing up out of the rampart, and spread- 
ing their branches above it, so as to form 
a circle of foliage round the village. There 
were but two gates to the place, one to the 
east the other to the west. In the centre 
was a large square,. around which the principal 
dwellings were erected. The whole number 
of houses in the place did not exceed eighty, 
but they were of large size, citable of 
lodging from $ve to fifteen hundred persons 
each. They were built after the Indian fashion, 
not divided into apartments, but consisting 
simply of one great hall, like a church ^ and as 
they belonged either to the Cacique or to his 
principal subjects, they were constructed witii 
more than usual skiU.^ 

* This descnption of Maavila is entirely from the Inca. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TTie disastrous battle of Mauvila. 

1540. When the Goyemor and his van-guard 
appeared before the town^ a splendid train of 
waniors came forth to receive them, painted, 
decorated and clad in robes of skins and flaunt- 
ing feathers of every brilliant colour. This 
cavalcade advanced singing and dancing, and 
playing on rude instruments of music. To 
these succeeded a band of young damsels, beaur 
tifiil in form and feature, as the natives of this 
part of the country generally were. 

In this way the Governor entered the vil- 
lage, aide by side with the Cacique in his flam- 
ing mantle of scarlet, followed by a train of 
horsemen in glittering armour, and preceded 
by groiqps of Indians dancing. Having reach- 
ed the square, they alighted^ the Governor 
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ordering that the horses should be taken outside 
the village and tethered until quarters were pro- 
vided for them. The Cacique then addressing 
Juan Ortizj the interpreter, pointed out one of 
the largest houses which had been prepared for 
De Soto and his principal officers, and an adja- 
cent one for his servants and attendants. The 
rest of the troops were lodged in cabins of 
bark and branches, constructed for their recep- 
tion about a bow shot without the walls. The 
Governor, although not well pleased with an 
arrangement which would separate him from 
his troops, replied, that it should be attended 
to when the Camp-Master arrived. The Cacique 
then signified a wish to be left to himself, 
but was given to understand that he must 
continue with De Soto. The haughty spirit 
of Tuscaloosa warmed at being thus kept in 
thraldom. He told De Soto that he might 
depart in peace whenever he pleased ; but that 
he must not attempt to carry him out of his' 
dominions. So saying, he entered a house 
where some of his subjects were assembled, 
armed witli bows and arrows. The moment 
he was gone, Gonzalo Quadrado Xaramillo, 
one of the cavaliers who had been sent 
forward to observe the movements, of the 
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Indians, approached the Governor, and re- 
ported that various circumstances had led 
him to suspect soo&e dark and treacherous 
plot. He stated that, in the few houses 
within sight, more than ten thousand chosen 
warriors were assembled; not one of them 
old, or of the servile class, but all fighting 
men, young, noble, and well armed ; and that 
many of the houses were fiUed with wea- 
pons. Not a child was to be found in the 
place; and though there were many females, 
they were all young girls. The inhabitants, 
too, had been diligently employed in strength- 
ening the palisades round the town, and in 
clearing the fields, for a considerable distance 
round the village. The very roots and herbage 
had been pulled up by the hand as if to clear 
the ground for battle. 

The Governor reflecting for a moment, di- 
rected word to be passed secretly firom one to 
the other, among the troopers, to hold them- 
selves ready for action. He also charged Xara- 
miUo to communicate all that he had observed to 
the Master of the Camp, the moment he should 
arrive, in order that he might make his arrange- 
ments accordingly. Meanwhile he determined 
to observe a firiendly demeanour, and endeavour 
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to conciliate the Cacique by courteous treat- 
ment. 

Word was now brought to the Governor 
that his aerrants had prepared the morning's 
meal in oma of die houses which looked upon 
the square ; he inunediately sent Juan Ortiz 
to invite Tuscaloosa to the repast^ as they 
had been accustomed to eat together. 

Juan Ortiz presented himself at the door^of 
the large house into which the Cacique had en* 
tered^ but several Indians met him at the 
threshold and refused him admittance. The 
message he brought was passed in to their 
chiefs and word returned that he woxild come 
to the Governor immediately^ 

Some time having elapsed without his ap- 
pearing^ Juan Ortiz delivered a second mes- 
sage, and received a similar reply. After 
another interval, he returned a third time, 
and called out, ^^Tell Tuscaloosa to come forth} 
the food is upon the table, and the Governor is 
waiting for him.^* 

Upon this, an Indian who appeared to 
be the General, stepped from the threshold. 
He was in a furious heat, and his eyes flashed 
fire. "Who are these robbers! these vaga- 
bonds!'* he cried, "who keep calling to my 
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Chief, Tuscaloosa, come forth ! come forth ! 
as little rcTereaceas if he were one of them? 
By the sun and moon ! this inscdence is bo 
k)Dger to be borne. Let us cat them to pieces 
Qon the spot, and put an end to their tyranny.'^ 

Scarcely had he spoken these words, when 
a follower stepped up behind him, and placed 
in his hand a bow and arrows. Tie Indian 
Greneral threw from his shoulders the folds 
of a superb mantle of martin skins, which 
was buttoned round his neck, and baring his 
arm^ drew to the head an arrow, levelled at a 
knot of Spaniards in the square. Before he had 
time to wing the shaft, a blow from the sword of 
Baltazar de Gallegos laid open the whole of the 
side exposed by throwing back his mantle : his 
entrails gashed out, and he fell dead on the 
spot.* 

His son, a youth of eighteen, of noble de- 
meanour, sprang forward to avenge his death, 
and discharged six or seven arrows as fast as 
he could draw them ; but seeing that they struck 
harmless upon the armoxtr of Oallegos, he took 
his bow in both hands, and closing with the 
Spaniard, gave him three or four blows on the 

* Portognese Narrative, c. 13. 
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head^ with such rapidity and force^ that the 
blood spouted from beneath his casque^ and 
ran over his forehead. Gallegos, as soon as he 
could recover from the surprise, gave the savage 
two thrusts in the breast with his sword, that 
laid him dead at his feet. 

The war-whoop now rang through the vil- 
lage. Multitudes of warriors ready armed, 
poured from every house, and attacked the Spa- 
niards who were scattered about the principal 
street. Though overwhelmed by numbers, the 
Spaniards kept a bold face to the enemy, fight- 
ing stoutly, and disputing the ground inch by 
inch, until they retreated out of the capital, 
leaving five of their number slain. 

Numbers of the cavalry who had tethered 
their horses outside the walls, and returned 
into the street, seeing the furious onset of 
the natives, i*an out of the gate to the places 
where their steeds were tied. Those who made 
most speed were enabled to mount. Some 
who lingered, had only time to cut the reins or 
halters of their horses and drive them off; 
while others, still more pressed, were obliged 
to abandon them to their fate ; having the grief 
of seeing them shot by innumerable arrows, 
amidst the exulting yells of the savages. 
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The enemy being in great force, divided into 
two bands ; one to encounter the retreating 
Spaniards, the other to kill their horses, and ga- 
ther the baggage and effects of the army, which 
had by this time arrived, and lay heaped under 
the wall and about the fields. Every thing 
thus fell into the enemy's hands, except the 
^^g^6 of Andres de Vasconcellos which had 
not yet been brought up. The spoils were 
conveyed by the Indians into their capital with 
great triumph, and put into their houses. They 
knocked off the chains of the slaves who car- 
ried the baggage of the Spanish army, and gave 
them weapons to fight with. 

Meanwhile the few cavaliers who had been 
able to moimt their horses, together with 
some troopers, just arrived firom the main 
body, united their forces and endeavoured to 
protect their comrades who were fighting on 
foot. The approach of the cavalry checked the 
impetuosity of the Indians and afforded time 
for the Spaniards to rally and form themselves 
into two bodies, one of horse the other of foot. 
They then charged the enemy with a fury, in- 
spired by their recent maltreatment, and drove 
them back into the village, whither they woidd 
have followed them, but were assailed with such 
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showers of stones and arrows from the wall and 
loop holes, that they were compelled to draw 
back. 

The savages seeing them retreat, again rushed 
forth, some by the gate, others letting them- 
selves down from the waU; and closing with 
their enemies, seized hold of the very lances of 
the horsemen, struggling with them until drawn 
more than two hundred paces from the wall. 

In this way, they fought backwards and for- 
wards, for three hours without intermission; 
the Spaniards always standing by each other and 
keeping their front to the enemy, in which alone 
consisted their safety, being so few in num- 
ber. They found, however, that they su&red 
too severely when near the village^ from the 
missiles launched from the wall, and that their 
best chance was in the open fields where they 
had room to manage their horses and wield 
their lances. 

Throughout all these attacks and defences, 
Baltazar de Gallegos, — the same who had struck 
the first blow in the battle, — ^was ever in front, 
and in the hottest of the fight. His penlous 
deeds were anxiously watched from afar, by his 
brother^ Fray Juan de Oallegos, a worthy Do- 
minican friar. Mounted on horseback, in his 
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monk's dress, with a broad clerical hat on his 
head, he hovered about the skirts of the battle^ 
qpnrriiig aflber the squadron in its attacks, 
wheeling round and galloping off in its retreats. 
The worthy friar was not a fighting man ; his 
only object was to caQ his brother out of the 
affiray, and mount him on the horse which he 
bei^rode, that he might fight with more effect 
and less danger. 

The bold Baltazar, however, heeded not his 
brother's calls. Considering that has honour 
would not permit him to leave bis post, he con- 
tinned fighting on foot. At length, tihe peculiar 
dress of the priest, and his loud and repeated 
oaUs to his brother, attracted the notice of 

^ the enemy, who probably supposed him some 

' chieftain encouraging his soldiers. Accordingly, 

in one of the retreats, as the fiiar's broad back 
was turned upon the foe, and he was galloping 
off at full speed, an Indian warrior sped a shafib 

* with -BO true an aim, that, though at a great 

dbtance, it struck him between the shoidders. 
Fortunately, he was proteijted by the two hoods 
of bis dress, which hy in thick folds upon 
his back; his broad hat also, secured by a 

4 cord under his chin, had fallen back in his 

flight, and hung like a shield upon his shoul- 
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ders; the arrowy therefore, met with so much 
resistance as to make but a slight wound. It 
however damped the firatemal zeal of the spi- 
ritual warrior, who from that time kept himself 
at a wary distance from the battle. 

A harder fate befell Don Carlos Enriquez, a 
youthful cavalier, who had married a niece of 
the Adelantado, and was beloved by the whole 
army for his urbanity and his virtues. From 
the commencement of the battle he had fought 
valiantly, and was conspicuous in every assault. 
In the last charge his horse was wounded in 
the breast by an arrow, which remained buried 
in the flesh. As soon as the squadron had 
retreated, Don Carlos endeavoured to draw 
forth the shaft. Passing his lance from his 
right to his left hand, he leaned forward, and 
stooping over the neck of his horse, seized the 
dart, and endeavoured to pull it forth. In his 
exertion, he leaned so much on one side as to 
expose his neck, the only part of his person 
unprotected by armour. In an instant, an 
arrow, tipped with flint, came with the swift- 
ness of lightning, buried itself in his throat, 
and the poor youth fell from his horse mortally 
wounded, though he did not expire until the 
fpllowing day. 
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The Spaniarcb suffered severely in these 
repeated conflicts ; but their loss was nothing 
in comparison widi that of the Indians, who 
had no defensive armour, and on whom every 
blow was effective. Seeing what advantage the 
Spaniards derived from their horses in (lie open 
field, their enemies now shut themselves up 
within their village, closing the gates and man- 
ning the ramparts. 

Upon this the Governor ordered the cavalry, 
being the best armed, to dismount, and taking 
bucklers for their defence, and battle-axes in 
their hands, to break open the gates, and strive 
to take the village by storm. 

In an instant a band of two hundred resolute 
cavaliers dashed forward to the assault. The 
savages received them valiantly, and beat them 
1>ack several times. The gate^ however, was 
soon broken open and the Spaniards rushed 
in, pell-mell, amidst a shower of darts and 
stones. The opening being too narrow to 
admit them all readily, some attacked the 
iprall with their axes ; quickly demolished the 
firail facing of clay and straw, and laying bare 
the cross-beams and their fastenings^ assisted 
each other to scramble up by them^ and thus 
got into the village to the aid of their comrades. 

VOL. II« D 
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The savmges fought desperately, both in the 
streets and from the tops of houses. The 
Spaniards, galled by missiles from the latter, 
and fearful tiiat their enemies would retake die 
houses already gained, set them on fire. Being 
composed of reeds and other combustible 
materials, they w^re soon wrapped in flames and 
smoke, which added to the horror of the scene. 

While this conflict was raging in one part of 
the Tillage, a kind of siege was going on in 
another. The moment they had closed tiieir 
gates, the enemy turned their attenticm to 
the large house in the square, which had 
been assigned for the use of the Grovernor's 
retinue, and in which all his camp equipage 
was deposited. They bad not assailed it before, 
supposing it to be in their power : they now, 
therefore, repaired to it merely to share tte 
spoils, buft to their surprise, found it strongly 
defended. Within were three cross-bowmen, 
five halberdiers of the Qovemor's guard, 
who usuaDy accompanied his camp equipage, 
and an In^n, armed with bow and arrows, 
who had been made prisoner by the Spaniards 
on theu* flrcft landing, and had ever smoe 
proved faithfUL to tbem« Besides these fighting 
meti, there were » priest, s^ ftiar, and two 
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slaves belonging to the Goveinor, One w4 
all defended the house stoutly; the laymen 
with their weapons, the priests with their de- 
votions. The savages tried in vain to gain th^ 
portal* They then mounted on the roof, and 
made an opening in three or four places ; hqt 
so well did the cross*bowmen and the Indian 
ply their weapons, that when an enemy showed 
himself at any of the openings, he was imme- 
diately transfixed by an arrow. 

Thus did this little garrison maintain a des- 
perate and almost hopeless defence, until De 
Soto and his followers having fought their way 
into the village, as has been mentioned, arrivi^ 
at the door of the dwelling, and dispersed ijks 
assailants. The fighting portion of the garrison 
mingled with their comrades and eonti^ued (he 
strife ; the clerical portion took refuge in the 
fields, where they could carry on their spiritofd 
warfare with equal vigour and more security. 

The wild and mingled affray had now lastn^ 
four hours, but nothing could queU the Any pf 
the Indians, who disdained either to yi^d 
or ask quarter. Many of the Spanifurdf, 
exhausted by the fierce strife, fainting find 
choked with thirst, ran to a pool of water, 
crimsoned with the blood of the dead and 

d2 



52 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

dying, and having refreshed themselves, hast^ 
ened back and rushed again into the battle*. 

De Soto had hitherto fought on foot, but 
as usual, waxing hot with his exertions, he hast- 
ened out of the village, seized a horse, sprang 
into the saddle, and followed by Nuno Tobar, 
galloped back into the square, lance in hand, 
shouting the battle-cry of ^' Our Lady and San- 
tiago !'^ Calling out to the Spaniards to make 
way for him, he dashed among the thickest of 
the enemy; — Tobar followed. They spurred 
their chargers up and down, through the 
multitude in the square and principal street; 
trampling down some, lancing others right and 
left, and leaving a track of carnage wherever 
they passed. 

In this wild m^l^e, as the Governor rose in his 
stirrups to pierce an Indian, another, who was 
behind, aimed at the part exposed between the 
saddle and the cuirass, and buried an arrow in 
his thigh. In the confusion of the combat, 
De Soto had no time to extract the arrow, 
which remained rankling in the wound for 
several hours, during which time, though un- 
able to sit in his saddle, he continued fighting 

* Portaguese Narrative, c. 19. 
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on horseback ; '^ a proof/' says the Inca Oar- 
dlaso, ^^ not merely of his valour, but of his 
good horsemanship/' 

Meanwhile the fire was raging through the 
Tillage, and making horrible ravages among the 
enemy. Those who continued within doors were 
consumed by the flames or stifled by the 
smoke: those who fought from the roofs, 
were either cut off by the fire, or obliged to 
throw themselves down. Many women and 
children perished in their dwellings. 

Atone time, a strong wind swept both flames 
and smoke along the street upon the IndianS) 
who, while thus blinded and bewildered, were 
charged by their enemies and driven back ; but 
the wind veering, favoured them in turn, and 
they soon regained all the ground they had lost. 

Maddened at seeing their ranks thinned, and 
their warriors lying slaughtered in heaps, the 
savages called upon their women to seize 
the weapons of tlie slain and revenge their 
death. Many had already been fighting by the 
side of their husbands, but on this appeal every 
one rushed to the conflict. Some armed them- 
selves with the swords, lances and partisans 
of the Spanish soldiery, who had been either 
killed or disarmed, and thus wounded them 
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with their own weapons ; others seized bows 
and arrows, which they plied with strength and 
skill ahnost equal with that of their husbands. 
In their fury, they threw themselves before the 
men, and even rushed upon the weapons of 
their enemies ; for the courage of woman, when 
once roused, is fierce and desperate, and her 
spirit more reckless and vehement than that 
man. The Spaniards, however, having con- 
sideration for their sex, and pity for their des- 
pair, abstained from slaying or woimding them. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Fall of ToscaloQM. 



1540. While the battle was thus raging at 
Mauvila, Luis de Moscoso^ Master of the 
Camp, was loitering by the way with his 
forces. Instead of speedily following the van^ 
guard led by De Soto, he had sallied forth 
late from his encampment and permitted his 
men to scatter themselves about the fields, 
hunting and amusing themselves. So long a time 
having now elapsed since they experienced any 
hostility from the natives, they had lost all 
fear And precaution. 

In this way, they straggled negligently and 
tardily forward, unsuspicious of danger. At 
length, those in front heard the distant 
clangour of trumpet and drum, mingled with 
the yells and shouts of combatants, and 
beheld a column of smoke rising in the air. 
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Suspecting the cause^ they parsed the alann, 
from mouth to mouth, to those who were 
behind, and pressed forward with all speed to 
the scene of action. It was late in the after- 
noon before they reached it. 

Among the foremost who arrived before the 
Tillage, was Diego de Soto, nephew to the Go- 
vernor. Learning the fate of his cousin Don 
Carlos Enriquez, to whom he was tenderly at- 
tached, he vowed to revenge his death. Throw- 
ing himself from his horse, and seizing a 
buckler, he rushed into the village, sword in 
hand, and plunged into the thickest of the fight. 
Scarcely, however, had he entered, when an 
arrow pierced his eye and came out at the back 
of his head. He fell to the earth, without utter- 
ing a word, and died the following day in 
great agony. His death added to the affliction 
which the army felt for that of his brave cousin. 
The two young friends and relations, thus 
united in death, were generous spirits, worthy 
alike of each others' affection, and of such an 
uncle. 

When the rear-guard arrived at the village, 
great numbers of the savages were fighting in 
the adjacent fields, where the ground had been 
cleared and prepared for action. The Spaniards 



CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 57 

assailed them vigorously, and had a long and 
obstinate combat; for many of the native 
warriors had clambered over the walls, and 
advanced into the field. At length the Indians 
were routed and fled. Being pursued by the 
horsemen, few escaped destruction. 

Although it was now near the hour of sunset, 
the shouts and battie cries of the combatants 
still arose from the burning village. As yet, from 
want of space, no horseman had fought within 
the walls, except De Soto and NunoTobar } but 
now a great number of cavalry dashed in at 
the gate, dispersing themselves through the 
streets, routing and killing all the natives they 
encountered. 

Ten or twelve cavaliers spurred up the main 
street, where the battie was hottest, and coming 
upon the rear of a body of Indians, male and 
female, who were fighting with the fury of 
demons, broke through them with such 
impetuosity, as not merely to overturn them, 
but also several of the Spaniards with whom 
they were contending. The carnage was hor- 
rible, for the savages refused to surrender or 
lay down their arms, but fought until all were 
slain. 

Thus ended this sanguinary struggle, which 

d3 
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had continued during nine hours* The vilkge 
was a smoking ruin, coTered Mdth slain, and ^o- 
tory dedared for the Spaniards, just as the sun 
went down. l!%e last Indian warrior that 
wielded a weapon^ was one of duose who fought 
in the village. He was so blinded by fury, us 
to be unconscious of the Atte of his comrades, 
until glancing his eye turound, he bdheld them 
all lying dead. Seeing further contest hopeless, 
he turned to fly, and reaching the wall, sprang 
lightly to the top, thinking to escape into the 
fields. Here, however, to his dismay, he beheld 
squadix>ns of horse and foot below him, and die 
field covered with his slaughtered countrymen. 
Escape was impossible; death or slavery 
nwaited him. In his despair, he snatched the 
string from his bow, passed it round his neck, 
and fastening the other end to a branch of one 
of the trees drnt grew out of the rampart, 
threw him!self fi^om the wall and was strangled 
before the Spaniards had time to prevent the 
-catxistrophe. 

8uch was the 4eadly battie of Mauviia, one 
•ef fl^e most sanguinary, considering the number 
af combatants, which had <oceurred among the 
discoveries of the new world. Forty-two 
Spaniards fell in tiae oonffict ; eighteen of them 
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fttcei^ed tlieir &ttd wounds mti»er in tbe ef09 
€fr mouthy fcnr tbe ludiiuM fading tbeir bodies 
cased in anaour, mudd at their faces. There 
scarody remained a Spaniard that was not voore 
or less wounded, some in many places. Hurteei^ 
died before their wounds could be 4re8sed9 and 
twenty-two aft^, so that in all ej^ty*tw9 
perished. To this loss must be added that of 
Ibrty-two horses lulled by the enemy^ and 
mourned by the Spaniards as if tibey had been 
so many fdlow soldiars. 

Among tlie Tndtanfi, tbe havoc was almost 
tnesedible. Several thoufla]>d are Sftid to 
have perished by fire and sword. The pl^in 
around the village was stiewir with more tbm 
twenty-five hundred bodies. Within the waUs 
the stxeets were blocked up with dead. A 
great number of peroons wiere destaroyicd in their 
houses by fire. In one bmildiiig alone |i 
thousand perished, tbe flaoies having eote^e4 
by the door, prevented Hmx esoape, and thus 
all wece either burnt or suffocated : the jgreatsr 
part were females. 

Without the walls, the body of Tuscaloosa 
the younger was found among the slain; but 
die fate of his fiither was never satis&c- 
torily aseertainedt According to the For- 
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tuguese narrative, several Indian prisoners af- 
firmed, that on the grand assault of the village 
by De Soto and his horsemen, Tuscaloosa's 
warriors entreated him to withdraw from the 
conflict, and put himself into a place c^ 
security, in order that, should they perish 
in battle, as all had resolved to do, rather 
than turn their backs, he might survive to go- 
vern the country. The proud Cacique at first 
resisted their entreaties, but at length over- 
come by their urgent supplications, he fled firom 
the ill-fated town, accompanied by a small 
body of natives, carrying with him his scarlet 
inantle and the choicest things he could find 
among the Spanish baggage. According to the 
Inca, however, the account generally believed 
by the Spaniards was that he had perished in 
the flames ; and this, in fact, is most consis- 
tent with his haughty and patriotic spirit, 
which would scarcely permit him to survive 
so ruinous a defeat^ and desert his capital 
and people, in the moment of their most 
imminent peril. He was evidently one of 
the bravest as well as proudest and most 
potent of the native princes. His name is still 
heard in that land which he loved so well, and 
defended so desperately; and it is a name 
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which deserves to be held in veneration as that 
of a hero, and a patriot. 

NoTX.<^The Inca and the Portugneae historian differ 
widely in their estimate of the killed and wounded in 
this action. Garcilaso de la Vega states the loss of the 
Spaniards to have been eighty-two, and of the Indians 
above eleven thousand. The Portuguese Narrator states 
the Spanish loss to have been eighteen killed and one 
hundred and fifty wounded, and of the Indians twenty- 
five hundred slain ; which is the number stated by the 
^Inca to have been killed in the battle outside the town. 
The statement of the Inca is given more in detail, and 
apparently with a more intimate knowledge of facts; 
having the statements of three several eye witnesses^ 
from which to make up his account. That of the Portuguese 
is more vague and general. The estimate of the Inca 
may be somewhat exaggerated; yet it must be taken into 
consideration that the Mauvilians were a numerous 
and powerful tribe, and joined in this battle by the 
warriors of neighbouring provinces. Their number 
must consequently have been very great. It is stated by 
both writers that they all fought to the last gasp, so 
that the slaughter was no doubt prodigious. In so des- 
perate and protracted a conflict, the number of eighty-two 
slain on the part of the Spaniards, appears much mort 
probable than that of eighteen. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The plight of the Spaniards after the battle of Mauvila. 

1540, The situation of the Spaniards after 
the battle of Mauvila was truly deplorable. 
Most of tbem were severely wounded^— all ex^ 
hftusted by fatigue and hunger. The viUiig^ 
was reduced to ashes around them^ and the 
whole of their baggage with its supplies of food 
and medicine had been destroyed. 

The first care of De Soto, though badly 
wounded himself was {or his troops. Having 
ordered ikot the dead should be ccdlected to- 
gether for interment on the following day, he 
directed that immediate relief should be admi- 
nistered to the wounded. Here, however, was 
the difficulty. There was but one surgeon in 
the army, and he slow and unskilful. There 
were at least seventeen hundred grievous 
wounds, requiring a surgeon^s care; several 
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having fiftOen to the share of a Bingle soldier. 
The mere flesh wounds were left for the patient 
himself to cure ; but those m the joints, and other 
critical parts^ which threatened to maim and 
disable the patient, required more skilful atten- 
lion. Unfortunately, tjiey had no ointments nor 
medioineB of any kind, nor linen for bandages ; 
afi had been consumed. Not even dieiter was 
to be found from the cold and mghtniews, 
for not a house in the village remained 
sfmiding. At length branches of trees hav- 
ing been brought from the cabins erected 
wkhout the village, sheds were put up 
against such of die wjdls as still stood. 
Under these the wounded were conveyed (or 
shdter, and straw spread for their leception. 
Hose who had beart least harmed, exerted them- 
selves to relieve their suffering companions. 
Some opened the bodies of the dead Indians, 
and converted their fat into ointment; others 
took off their own shirts and those of their 
slaughtered comrades, to make bandages for the 
disabled. As these weie of linen, they weie 
setapart for tiie sev^est wounds; t^ose which 
were slight, the Spaniards bound with the dou- 
Uets of their slain conxrades, and lining of their 
hose^ or other materials of a coarser kind. 
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The horses which had been killed were cut up, 
and their flesh preserved for the sustenance of 
the wounded. In spite of every exertion^ how- 
ever^ many Spaniards died miserably, before any 
relief could be administered to them. Thus 
passed that wretched night, amid bitter lamen- 
tations and dying groans. Such as were able to 
bear arms, patrolled both the camp and village, 
maintaining a vigilant watch, in case of an 
assault. 

The wounded Spaniards remained eight days 
in these miserable shelters. They were then 
removed to those cabins which their enemies 
had erected without the walls, where they 
had more comfortable quarters. Here fifteen 
more days were passed. During this period, 
the least disabled sallied forth on foraging ex- 
peditions, confining these to a circuit of about 
four leagues, and found abundant supplies of 
provisions in the numerous deserted hamlets 
scattered about the country. 

In every thicket and ravine they discovered 
dead or dying Indians, who had not been able to 
reach their homes* Many also, had taken shel- 
ter in the hamlets, and lay there, apparently 
without any one to minister to their necessities. 
It was understood, however, that their friends 



CONQUEST OF PLOBIDA. 65 

brought them nourishment by night, but re- 
turned to their retreats in the forests before 
dawn. The Spaniards treated these poor sa- 
vages with kindness, sharing their food with 
them. 

In foraging the woods, the troopers cap- 
tured fifteen or twenty natives. -On being 
asked whether their people were meditating 
another attack, they repUed, that their bravest 
warriors having fidlen in the late battle, none 
were left to make war. Their, information ap- 
peared to be true ; for, during all the time the 
Spaniards remained in this neighbourhood, no 
Indian ventured near their camp. 

From the prisoners thus taken, and others 
captured in different villages, they enquired 
concerning the past stratagems and design of 
Tuscaloosa, which had produced such mischief. 

That implacable and warlike chieftain, from 
the time he first heard of the Spaniards' 
approach towards his dominions, had medi- 
tated their destruction. With that object, he 
had sent his son, accompanied by a train of war- 
riors, to watch their movements ; and had en- 
gaged the natives of several contiguous provinces 
to join in the plot, promising to share with them 
the spoils of conquest. 
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Tlie women, too, most of whom had acoom* 
panied their husbands and lovers from the 
neighbouring districts, dedared they had been 
enticed to Manvila, by promises of rich robes 
of scarlet cloth, silks, linen and velvet, with 
which to decorate themselves for their dances. 
They were to have had horses, on which to 
ride in triumph, and Spaniards to wait upon 
them as slaves. Many came for the purpose 
of being present at a great feast, others 
to participate in the rejoicings intended to be 
held after their victory, and to witness the 
exploits of their lovers. 

On arriving at the village with the Adelan- 
tado, Tuscaloosa had held a council with 

his principal warriors, in which it was debated 

« 

whether they should attack the van*guard wfaidi 
had already arrived, or wait until the iiriiole 
should be within their power. It is probable 
that the Indian General's heat and impatience 
caused the plot to explode before the appointed 
time. 

It has been shown that the Spaniards lost aQ 
their baggage and private effects in tiie confla- 
gration of the village. What gave them the 
greatest concern, however, was the loss of a 
small portion of wine and of wheaten flour 
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which they had carefuUy preserved for the 
performance of mass. AU the sacerdotal dresses, 
together with the chalices, and other articles of 
worship were destroyed; but the loss of the 
wheaten flour was irreparable. Consultations 
were held between the ecclesiastics and lay- 
men, whether bread made of maize might not 
be adopted in case of extremity ; it was how- 
ever decided, that the use of any thing but wheat 
was contrary to the canons of the church. 

From this time therefore, on Sundays and on 
Saints' days an altar was prepared, and the 
priest officiated, arrayed in robes of dressed 
deerskins, feshioned in imitation of his sacer- 
dotal dresses; performing all parts of the cere- 
mony, except consecrating the bread and wine. 
This constituted what the Spaniard called ** a 
dry mass.'* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

De Soto becomes an altered man^ and why — ^The Adelan- 
tado breaks up his encampment at Mauvila — Manner 
of crossing a river — The pass stoutly defended by the 
Indians. 

1 540. While encamped at the village of Mau- 
vila, overwhelmed with care and anxiety, De Soto 
was unexpectedly cheered by tidings that ships 
with white men on board had arrived on the 
sea-coast toward which he was shaping his 
course. He had heard a rumour of this kind 
before the battle, and it was confirmed by some 
prisoners taken in the village. He fur- 
ther learnt from them, that the bay of Achusi, 
where he had directed Gomez Arias and Diego 
Maldonado to cast anchor was not more than 
seven days' journey distant.* He doubted not, 
therefore, that the ships in question were com- 

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 19* The Inca states the 
distance at about thirty leagues. 
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manded by those officers^ and brought rein- 
forcements and supplies from Spain for his 
projected settlement. He now considered him- 
self on the eve of accomplishinghis wishes; — of 
fomiding that colony which would assure the 
possession of the country he had explored^ and 
enable him to pursue with advantage his search 
for gold. 

He had brought with him thus far the Ca- 
cique made prisoner by Maldonado at the port 
of Achusi. He had always treated him with 
great kindness, but had not sent him to his 
home because of the distance and the hazard he 
would incur of being killed or captured by the 
way. Learning, however, that the road was 
now secure, he granted him permission to re- 
turn ; at the same time, earnestly charging him 
to preserve the friendship of the Spaniards who 
would soon be residents in his country. The 
Cacique departed with expressions of gratitude 
for the kindness he had experienced, and assur- 
ances to the Governor that he would be happy 
to welcome him to his territory. 

While De Soto regarded the ships as the 
means of conquest and colonization, many of 
his followers only looked forward to their ar- 
rival as supplying the means of escape out of a 
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disastrous countiy. Some of them had been 
engaged in the Conquest of Peru, and contrasted 
the wealth of diat golden empire with the po- 
rcrtj of the land through which they had re- 
cently struggled, where neither gold nor silTcr 
was to be found ; and they did not fail to dw^ 
upon this contrast when conversing with their 
companions. The Spaniards generally were 
disheartaied by the disasters of the recent bat- 
tie, and the implacable fierceness displayed by 
the natives. T%ey saw that such a people were 
not to be easily subjugated. Instead, therefore^ 
of wearing themselves out in this unpromii4ng 
land, it seemed better to seek other countries 
already conquered, and abounding with wei^h 
as Mexico and Peru, where they might enrich 
themselves with less risk and lesstoil. For these 
reasons they determined on reaching the sea 
shore, to abandon Florida and seek their for- 
tunes in New Spain. 

Secret information of these rumours was 
brought to De Soto by some of his most de- 
voted followers. He could scarcdy cceHit it, 
and went through the camp at mght, alone and in 
disguise, to ascertain the truth. In this way 
he overheard a conversation in the hut of Juan 
Gaytan, the treasurer, in which thi^t cavalier 
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and sei^^al of his comrades expressed their 
determination to abandon the enterjMise, and 
either sail for Mexico or Peru^ or return to 
Spain in the ships at Achnsi. 

De Soto stood aghast at hearing tiiese resolves. 
He saw that his present force would disband the 
moment his followers could shift for themsdves; 
and he was aware that it would be impossible 
for him to raise a new anny. He bad no booty 
of gold and silver to dis^day with which to 
tempt new adventurers ; and the i^dtincasuB of 
pearls which he had intended to send to Cuba 
were all lost in the conflagration of Mauvila. 
Should his present forces desert bixn, th^refedre, 
he would be stripped of his dignity and cos^ 
mand, blasted in reputation,his fortune would be 
expended in vain^ and his enterprise, wbieh had 
cost so much toii and trouble^ a subject of scof- 
fing rather than of renown. De Soto was 
a man extroooely jealous of his honour; and as 
he reflected upon these gloomy prospects, they 
produced sudden and desperate resolves. He 
disgnised his anger and his knowledge of the 
schemes he had ov^heard; but deternun«4 to 
frustrate them by turning his back upon the 
coast, and striking again into the interior, 
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He resolved neither to seek the ships, nor 
furnish any tidings of himself until he should 
have completed his enterprise gloriously, by 
discovering new regions of wealth like those of 
Peru and Mexico.* 

A change came over De Soto from this day. 
He was frustrated in his favourite scheme of 
colonization, and had lost confidence in his fol* 
lowers. Instead of manifesting his usual frank- 
ness, energy, and alacrity, he became a moody, 
irritable, discontented man. He no longer at- 
tempted to strike out any great undertaking, but 
stung with secret disappointment, wander- 
ing recklessly from place to place, apparently 
without order or object, as if careless both of 
time and of life, and only anxious to terminate 
his existence. 

1540. It was on Sunday, the i8th of No- 
vember, that De Soto, finding his troops suffi- 
ciently recovered from their wounds to bear 
the march, broke up his encampment at Mau- 
vila, and turned his face to the northward, to 
penetrate provinces which he had not yet 
visited. His feelings and motives for thus 

• It was a Sunday. Garcitaso de la Vega, L. 3, c. 22. 
Portuguese Relation, c. 19. 
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turning his back upon the sea-coast, he kept 
to himself. He was always a man strict and 
peremptory in exacting military obedience, and 
if his troops murmured at the route he chose, 
it is probable they were overawed and reduced 
to tacit submission, by the increased sternness 
of his manner. 

The soldiers were provided with two days 
provisions of maize, yet they were five days 
traversing a pleasant though uninhabited coun- 
try: — upon the sixth they entered the pro- 
vince of Chicaza*. The first village at which 
they arrived was called Cabusto. It was the 
largest in the province, and situated on a river, 
wide and deep, with high banksf. 

The Governor, as usual, sent oflFers of peace 
to the inhabitants, who rejected them with 
scorn. *^ War is what we desire," was the 
reply, " a war of fire and blood." Approaching 
the village, the Spaniards saw more than fifteen 
hundred warriors drawn out before it. These 
skirmished with them for a time, but, overpow- 
ered by the fury of their attack, fled to the 

* The Portuguese Narrator says^ they entered into the 
province of Pafallaya. 

t Supposed to be the Black Warrior, or Tuscaloosa 
river. 
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river. Some sprang into canoes^ others plunged 
into the water^ and thus soon crossed to the 
opposite bankj where their main force^ to 
the number of eight thousand warriors, was 
posted to dispute the passage. 

The Spaniards found the village perfectly 
stripped and abandoned. The inhabitants had 
sent off all their effects, together with their 
wives and children, and were prepared for war. 
They determined to risk no open battle, but 
to dispute the pass of the river, which, on 
account of its depth and high banks, they 
could easily do. For this purpose they had 
stretched their forces two leagues along the 
bank, hoping to compel the army to take a 
different route. 

When night closed in, the Indians annoyed 
their enemies greatly, by sudden attacks and 
frequent alarms. They crossed the river in 
their canoes at different places, and then, unit- 
ing in a band, attacked De Soto's camp. The 
Spaniards made use of stratagem in their de- 
fence. There were three landing places where 
the natives disembarked. Here the Spaniards 
dug pits, in which a party of archers and 
arquebusiers concealed themselves. As soon 
as ihey saw the Indians leap on shore and 
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quit their canoes, their ambushed enemies 
rushed out, sword in hand, and cut off their 
retreat. Three several times they repeated this 
successfully, after which the savages did not 
again attempt to land, but contented them- 
selves with vigilantly guarding the passage 
of the river. 

The Governor now ordered one hundred of 
^the most skilful men, to build two large boats 
or piraguas, nearly fla):, and very spacious. 
That the enemy might not perceive their ope- 
rations, he directed them, to be built in a forest, 
a league and a half further up the river, and 
about a league firoiji its banks, 

So assiduous were the workmen, that in twelve 
days the piraguas were finished. In order to 
tnmsport themto the river, two carnages were 
constructed, on which they were drawn by 
mules and horses, and pushed forward by men, 
who in the most difficult places carried the 
vessels on their shoulders^ In this way, one 
morning, before daybreaki they were conveyed 
to the water and launched, where there were 
convenient landing-places on either bank. 

De Soto, who was present at the launching 
of these boats, ordered ten horse and forty foot 
soldiers to embark in each, and hasten to cross 

E 2 
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the stream before their enemies should' assemble 
to oppose them. The infantry were to row, 
and the horsemen to keep their saddles, that 
they might not lose time in mounting when 
they should reach the opposite shore. 

Notwithstanding the silence observed by the 
Spaniards in launching their boats, they were 
discovered by a band of about five hundred 
savages drawn up on the other side. These 
gave a loud yell by way of spreading alarm, 
and rushed down to dispute the landing. 

The Spaniards, fearing their enemies might 
collect in greater numbers, hurried to embark. 
De Soto would have gone in the first boat, but 
his followers prevented his exposing himself to 
this unnecessary hazard. 

Those in the first bark bent to their oars 
and quickly reached the opposite bank, amid a 
shower of arrows, by which every Spaniard 
was more or less woimded. The first horseman 
who leaped on shore was Diego Grarcia, and 
close behind him followed Gonzalo Silvestre 3 
they charged the enemy together, put them to 
flight, and pursued them for more than two 
hundred paces. Fearful of being surrounded, 
they then turned their horses, and spurred back 
to their companions. In this manner, now 
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charging, now retreating, these hardy cavaliers 
fought alone for a short time ; in the fifth 
charge, however, being joined by some horse- 
men, they were enabled to keep the Indians in 
check* 

The moment the infantry landed, they took 
shelter in a hamlet close by ; this they dared, 
not quit, as their number was very small^ 
and every soldier more or less hurt. While 
this was passing, the second boat, in which De 
Soto had embarked, was carried down the 
current. The troops attempted to land, but 
found it impracticable on account of the steep 
banks ; they were, therefore, compelled to pull 
up the stream, with great labour, to the landing 
place, which by this time was cleared of the 
enemy. The Governor, followed by seventy or 
eighty Spaniards, leaped on shore, and hastened 
to the relief of those who were fighting on the 
plain. 

On their approach, the Indians retreated, 
and seeing the Spaniards had effected a landing, 
collected their forces, and fortified themselves 
with palisades, in a swamp covered with reeds, 
from which they made firequent sallies. They 
were, however, as often driven back, and lanced 
by the cavalry. Thus the day passed in unim- 
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portant skirmishes. The troops finally crossed 
tiie river without molestation, and at night-fiedl 
every Indian disappeared*. 

* Gardlaso de la Ve^. Lib. 3. c. 35. Portuguese 
Narrator, c. 20. 
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CHAPTER X. 

De Soto sends a messenger to the natives with offers of 
peace — Hb treatment — Encamps in a Chickasaw vil- 
lage — ^Two soldiers condenmed to death — ^The despe- 
rate battle of Chicaza^ 

1540. The country in the neighbourhood of 
the river was level and fertile, dotted here and 
therewith small hamlets,in which were quantities 
of maize and dried pulse. Having broken up 
the piraguas for the sake of the nails, the army 
resumed its march, and after travelling five days 
through a desert coimtry, came to another 
river,^ where the Indians were assembled 
to dispute the passage. Unwilling to expose 
his men to further loss, De Soto halted 
for two days, until a canoe had been con- 

* Supposed to be the Tombigbe. 
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structed, in which he sent over an Indian mes- 
senger to the Cacique, with offers of peace and 
friendship. The savages seized their country- 
man, massacred him on the banks of the river 
in sight of the Spaniards, and then, as if tri- 
umphing in their barbarity, dispersed with 
horrid yells.* 

There being no longer any enemy to oppose 
his passage, De Soto conducted his troops 
across the stream, and then marched onward, 
until, on the 18th of December, he arrived at 
the village of Chicaza, from which the province 
took its name.f It stood upon a gentle hill, 

• Portuguese Narrative, c. 20. 

f Considering the nature of the country through which 
the Spanish army passed, agreeing with the modern ac- 
counts of that region, the direction of the march, the time,' 
and the distance, it is very evident that this was the country 
of the Chickasaws, in the upper part of the state of Missis- 
sippi ; and this village probably stood on the western 
bank of the Yazoo,a branch of the Mississippi, about eighty 
leagues to the northwest of Mobile. Charlevoix remarks, 
'* Garcilaso dela Vega parle des Chicachas dans son His- 
toire de la Conqudte de la Floride, et il les place k pea 
pr^ au m^me endroit, ou ils sont encore pr^sentement." — 
Vide Charlevoix^ Jour. Hist. Let. 29> p* 408. — Belknap's 
Am. Biography, v. 1. p. 191. — Flint's Geog. and Hist, of 
the Mississippi, v. 1. p. 496. 
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Stretching from north to south, being watered 
on each side by a small stream, and bordered by 
groves of walnut and oak trees. 

The weather was now severe. A great deal of 
snow had fallen ; this having frozen, the troops 
suffered extremely in their encampments. The 
Governor, therefore, determined to take up his 
winter quarters at Chicaza. For this purpose, 
he commanded wood and straw to be brought 
from the neighbouring hamlets, in order to 
construct houses; for, notwithstanding there 
were two hundred in the village, they were too 
small to shelter the army. 

The Spaniards remained nearly two months 
in this encampment without molestation, and 
enjoying some repose. The cavahy daily scoured 
the fields, and captured many natives, whom 
De Soto sent to the Cacique with presents and 
offers of peace and friendship. The Cacique 
returned favourable replies, promising, from day 
to day, to visit the camp, but as often excusing 
his delay, and sending presents of fruits, £sh 
and venison. The Governor gave the principal 
warriors of this chieftain a feast, at which some 
pork was served up. This the Indians had 
never before tasted, but found it so palat- 
able and delicious, that from this time they 

E 3 
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prowled about the encampment every night, to 
steal and kill the swine. Two of them, who 
were caught in the act, were shot by order of 
the Governor, a third had his hands cut off, 
and was sent to the Cacique as an example to 
his countrymen. 

About this time, four soldiers repaired to the 
dwelling of the Indian chief, about a league from 
the camp, without the Governor's permission, 
and carried off by force some skins and mantles, 
which so enraged the Indians, that many of 
them abandoned their homes* When De Soto 
heard of this violence, he had them all arrested; 
condemned the two ringleaders, Francisco Oso- 
rio and one Fuentez, to death, and confiscated 
the goods of all the four culprits. 

The priests and officers of the army suppli- 
cated the General to mitigate the sentence, and 
begged the life of Francisco Osorio. De Soto, 
however, was inflexible. The unfortunate cri- 
minals were led into the pubUc square to be 
beheaded. At this moment a party of Indians 
arrived, having been sent by the Cacique, to 
make his complaints. This event, which seemed 
calculated to hasten the death of the criminals, 
was the means of their salvation. Juan Ortiz, 
the interpreter, instigated by Baltozar de Galle^ 
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gos^ and other olScers of rank^ gave a false inter- 
pretation of the complaints to the inexorable 
Governor. He told him that the Indian Chief 
had sent these messengers to say^ the soldiers 
had not offended him, and that he should 
consider it as a favour if they were pardoned 
and set at Uberty. Upon this, De Soto par- 
doned the criminals.* On the other hand, Or- 
tiz assured the Indians, that the soldiers who 
had injured them were in prison, and that the 
Governor would punish thetn in such a 
manner, as should serve for an example to 
the whole Spanish army. 

To the great annoyance of the Spaniards, the 
subjects of this Cacique kept up constant alarms 
at night, as if about to assail the Spanish canton* 
ment ; but the moment the soldiers sallied out, 
they took to flight. The Governor suspected, 
however, that these were but feigned attacks, in- 
tended to render his sentinels careless and put 
them off their guard, when a real attack should 
be made. He, therefore, exhorted his Camp- 
Master Luis de Moscoso, to be unceasing in his 
vigilance, and maintain a strict watch upon the 

* Portuguese Narration^ c. 20. 
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camp at night. His suspicions proved in the 
issue to be correct, though unfortunately they 
were but little heeded. 

1 54 1 . A dark and cloudy night, when the wind 
was blowing furiously from the north, was 
chosen by the Cacique for a grand assault 
upon the village occupied by the Spaniards. 
Dividing his forces into three separate bodies, 
in order to attack three several points at the 
same time, he led on the centre in person, 
and approached in the dead of night, with 
such silence, as to arrive within a hundred 
paces of the Spanish sentinels, without being 
perceived. Having learnt by his scouts, that 
the two other divisions were equally advanced, 
he gave the signal of attack. 

Immediately the air resounded with blasts 
of conch shells, the rumbling of wooden drums, 
mingled with yells and war-whoops of savages, 
who rushed like demons to the assault. Many 
had lighted matches, resembling cords made of 
a vegetable substance, which when whirled in 
the air, burst into a flame 3 others had arrows 
tipped with the same inflammable matter. 
These they directed against the houses, which 
being of reeds and straw, instantly took fire, 
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and, the wind blowing strongly, were soon 
wrapped in flames. 

The Spaniards, although surprised by this 
sudden and furious assault, rushed out to de- 
fend themselves. De Soto, who always slept 
in his doublet and hose, that he might be pre- 
pared against such emergencies, clasped on his 
casque, drew on a surcoat of quilted cotton 
an inch and a half thick, the best defence 
against the enemy's arrows, seized buckler 
and lance, mounted his horse, and dashed fear- 
lessly into the midst of his foes. Ten or twelve 
horsemen followed him, thoughnot immediately. 

With their wonted spirit, the soldiers start- 
ed up in every direction to repel the Indians ; 
but they fought under great disadvantages. The 
strong wind blowing the flames and smoke 
directly in their faces extremely disconcerted 
them. Some were obliged to crawl out of 
their quarters on all fours to escape the fire; 
some, bewildered, fled from house to house; 
others rushed out into the plain ; whilst some 
flew to rescue the sick and wounded who were 
in a dwelling apart. Before succour arrived, 
however, many of these latter had perished in 
the fierce conflagration. 

The cavalry had not time to arm themselves 
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or saddle their steeds. Some suoeeeded in 
rescuing theirs from the flames; others, who 
had fastened up their horses with iron chains, 
because they were restive from high mettle, 
not having time to release them, were obUged 
to leave them to their fate and fly for their 
own lives. A few who were enabled to 
mount, galloped to the assistance of the Go- 
vernor, who, with a scanty band of followers 
had been engaged some time with the Indians. 
The other two bodies of the enemy entering the 
village, simultaneously attacked the Spaniards 
on each flank; and, aided by the fire and smoke 
made dreadful havock. 

Forty or fifty soldiers stationed at the 
eastern end of the village, where the fire and 
the battle raged most fiercely, fled into the 
fields. Nuno Tobar rushed after them sword 
in hand, having in the hurry left unbuckled his 
coat of mail. ^^Tum, soldiers ! turn !^' he cried, 
"whither are you flying ? Here is neither Cor- 
dova nor Seville to give you refuge. Your 
safety lies in your courage and the vigour of 
your arms, not in flight." At tliis moment 
thirty soldiers, from a part of the village which 
the flames had not reached, came up to inter- 
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cept the fugitives. They taunted their recreant 
comrades with their shameful flight, and induc- 
ing them to join forces, they hastened together 
to renew the combat. 

At this time, Andres de Vasconcelos, with 
twenty-four chosen caraliers of his company, 
all Portuguese hidalgos, most of whom had 
served as horsemen in the wars on the African 
frontier, charged the enemy's main body. He 
was accompanied by Nuno Tobar on foot. The 
fury of their attack forced the savages to retire. 

This timely reinforcement gave new courage 
to the handful of Spaniards, who, headed by 
the Governor, were fighting in that quarter. De 
Soto had marked an Indian warrior who had 
fought with great fury. Closing with him, he 
gave him a thrust with his lance, but leaning with 
aU his force upou the right stirrup to repeat the 
blow, the saddle, which had been lefit ungirt in 
the confusion of the assault, slipped off, and De 
Soto feu into the midst of his enemies. The 
Spaniards, seeing the imminent peril of their 
General, both horse and foot dashed forward 
to his rescue, and kept the Indians at bay until 
he was extricated and his steed saddled. De 
Soto instantly vaulted upon his back, and 
plunged again into the fight. 
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The Indians, at length completely van- 
quished, fled from the field. De Soto pur- 
sued them with his troopers as long as they 
could be distinguished by the light of the burning 
village ; then ordering the recall to be sounded, 
returned to ascertain his loss. He found this 
greater than he had imagined. Forty Spa- 
niards had fallen in the conflict. Among the 
dead was a Spanish woman, the wife of a wor- 
thy soldier, and the only female who had accom- 
panied the army. Her husband had left her 
behind when he rushed forth to fight. She had 
escaped from the house, but returned to save 
some pearls; the flames cut off her second re-: 
treat, and she was afterwards found burnt to 
death. 

Fifty horses also had perished and many 
were wounded. Above twenty had been either 
burnt or shot with arrows in the houses where 
their masters were obliged to leave them 
tied up. The darts had been skilfully aimed at 
the most vital parts. One horse had two 
shafts through the heart from opposite di- 
rections. Another, one of the broadest and 
heaviest in the army, had been shot by such 
a vigorous arm, that the arrow^ passed through 
both shoulders, the head protruding beyond. 
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Another loss which grieved the Spaniards, 
was that of the swine which they had brought 
with them to stock their projected settlement. 
These haying been shut up in an enclosure 
roofed with straw nearly all perished in the 
flames. 

In examining the bodies of those Indians who 
had perished in the battle, the Spaniards found 
three cords wound round several of them. 
These, it is said, they had brought to secure their 
anticipated spoils ; one being intended to bind 
a Spanish captive, another to lead off a horse, 
and the third to tie up a hog. The story, how- 
ever, savours strongly of camp gossip. 

This disastrous battle, following the ruinous 
one of Mauvila, increased the Governor's gloom 
and exasperation of spirit. Having made strict 
enquiry into the night attack, and the circum- 
stances which had enabled the enemy to ap- 
proach undiscovered and surprise them so 
fatally, he attributed it to gross negligence on 
the part of Luis de Moscoso in placing sentinels 
and gomg the rounds. The tardy arrival of 
Moscoso on the fatal battle-field of Mauvila, 
had before excited his indignation, which was 
now renewed, and in this fresh cause of 
vexation, forgetting his feeUngs of friendship. 
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for an old brother in arms, he deposed Mos- 
coso firom his post of Master of the Camp, and 
appointed in his place Baltazar de Gallegos.'*'^ 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, L. d, c. 36, 37* Portuguese 
Narratiye, c. 20. 



CONQUEST OP FLORIDA. 91 



CHAPTER XL 

The Spaniards remoye to Chicacilla — Occurrences there 
— The exploit of Juan de Guzman — An invention of 
one of the soldiers to protect the army against cold— ^ 
Juan de A&asco and a detachment of horse and foot 
have a contest with the natives; and how he was 
taunted by them — Storming the fortress of Alibano — 
Challenge of an Indian warrior and how he fared in 
consequence. 

1541. Threb days after this disastrous bat- 
tle, the Spaniards shifted their encampment to 
a more advantageous position called Chicacilla,* 
about a league distant. Here they set up a 
forge, and employed themselves in newly tem- 

* This is a little Chicaza. 
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pering their swords which had been injured 
by the fire, and in making saddles, shields, 
and lances, to replace those consumed. 

In this village they passed the remainder of 
the winter, suffering grievously from extreme 
cold. They were in wretched plight, having 
saved no clothing from the late conflagration 
except what they chanced to have on their 
backs. When the savages learnt the extent of 
the havock they had made, their fierce spirits 
were aroused anew, and they hovered every 
night round the camp, making repeated as- 
saults and causing continual alarms. The 
Spaniards were obliged to be constantly upon 
their guard, formed into four different squadrons 
with sentries posted, lest the Indians should 
fire the houses as they had done those of Chi- 
caza. They maintained a vigilant watch, for 
the savages burst upon them at all hours. In 
these nocturnal skirmishes many were killed 
and wounded on both sides. 

Every morning, De Soto despatched four or 
five parties of horse, in different directions, to 
scour the country ; these cut down every Indian 
they encountered, and always returned at sun- 
set, with the assurance that there was not one 
remaining within four leagues. In four or five 
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hours afterwards, however, hordes of savages 
were again prepared to attack them. It seemed 
ahnost incredible that such hosts should have 
assembled in so short a time. 

One night a band of natives warily ap- 
proached the place where Captain Juan de 
Guzman was posted, with his company. De 
Guzman perceiving them by the light of some 
blazing faggots, sprang upon his horse, and 
followed by five troopers and a few foot, 
charged them vigorously. De Guzman, who 
was a cavalier of unflinching spirit, though of 
a delicate form, singled out an Indian in die 
van-guard, who carried a banner, and made a 
lunge at him with his lance. The Indian avoid- 
ing the blow, caught the lance with his right 
hand, wrested it from De Guzman, then seized 
him by the collar and giving him a violent jerk, 
hurled him from the saddle to his feet — all this 
while holding the banner in his left hand. 

The soldiers witnessing the imminent danger 
of their leader, rushed forward, slew the Indian, 
and routed the whole band of savages. The 
troopers dashed after them in hot pursuit, 
and the ground favouring the movements of 
their horses, the Spaniards would have 
signally avenged their late disaster had not 
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their career been suddenly arrested by the cry 
of '^ to the camp ! to the camp ! '* At this 
startling summons, wheeling about, they gal- 
loped back to the encampment, and thus the 
fugitives escaped. The alarm had been raised 
by a monk, who was fearful that the troopers, 
in their eagerness of pursuit, might faU into 
some ambush of the enemy. Forty Indians 
fell in this afiray. The Spaniards lost two of 
their horses, and two were wounded. 

The army remained in this encampment 
until the end of March. Besides being uncea- 
singly harassed by their enemies, they suffered 
bitterly from cold, which was rigorous in the 
extreme; especially to men who had to pass 
every night under arms, with scarcely any 
clothing. 

In this extremity, however, they were reUeved 
by the ingenuity of one of the common soldiers. 
He succeeded in making a matting, four fingers 
thick, of long soft grass, or dried ivy, one half 
of which served as a mattress, and. the other 
half was turned over as a blanket. 

These rustic beds were brought every night 
to the main guard, and with their aid the sol- 
diers on duty were enabled to endure the severe 
cold of the winter nights. The army also found 
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abundant provisions of maize and dried fruits 
in the neighbourhood.* 

On the first of April, the army broke up 
their encampment. They travelled four leagues 
the first day, through an open coimtry, thick- 
ly studded with small hamlets, and halted 
in a plain beyond the territory of Chicaza; 
vainly fancying that, having quitted their pro* 
vince, the Indians would no longer molest 
them. 

A strong party of horse and foot, commanded 
by Juan de Anasco, which was foraging for 
provisions, came in sight of an Indian fortress, 
garrisoned by a krge body of savages, who 
looked Uke devils rather than men. Their 
bodies were painted in stripes, white, black, 
and red, appearing as if clothed with fantastic 
garments. Their faces were blackened, and 
they had red circles round their eyes, which 
gave them a ferocious aspect. Some wore fea- 
thers upon their heads, and others horns. On 
seeing the Spaniards, they sallied forth, shout- 
ing, yeUing, and beating wooden drums. 

De Anasco, retreating to an open field within 
a cross-bow shot of the fortress, drew up 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. 3. c. 39« Portuguese 
Narrative, c. 21. 
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his cross-bow men with their bucklers before 
the horses to protect them. In this way he 
received the light skirmishing assaults of the 
Indians. The latter, seeing the numerical infe- 
riority of the Spaniards, taunted them from 
a distance, by a singular piece of mummery. 
Haying kindled a great fire in front of their fort, 
• they pretended to knock one of their compa- 
nions on the head with a club, and then swung 
him by the feet and shoulders, as if they would 
throw him into the flames : tiiereby giving the 
Spaniards to understand the treatment they 
were to expect. Juan de Anasco was of too 
irritable a temperament to bear such taunts 
patiently, but being sensible that his force was 
insufficient to attack the fortress, he despatched 
three troopers to the Governor, to entreat a 
reinforcement. 

Leaving one-third of the infantry and ca- 
valry to guard the camp, De Soto immediately 
marched out with the remainder, to assault the 
fort, which was called Alibamo.* It was built 
in the form of a quadrangle, fenced with strong 
palisades. The sides were each four hun- 
dred paces in length. Within, the area was 

* We give the name according to the Inca. The Por- 
tuguese Narrator calls it Alimamu. 
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traversed from side to side by two other pali- 
sades, dividing it into separate parts. In the 
outer wall were three portals, so low and nar- 
row that a man could not enter on horseback. 
Beyond these, there was a second wall, with 
three entrances, and behind this a third; so 
that if the outer wall were gained, the garrison 
could retreat to the second, and so on. In the 
last wall were Ukewise three portals, opening upon 
a narrow and deep river, that flowed in the rear 
of the fort.* So high were the banks of this 
stream that it was exceedingly difficult to 
clamber up on foot; they were consequently 
inaccessible to horses. A few rude, dilapidated 
bridges were thrown across the river, affordmg 
a difficult passage. 

The Indians had constructed their fortress 
in this manner, that the Spaniards might not 
avail themselves of their horses, but be obUged 
to contend with them on foot; in which mode 
of encounter they fancied they were not only 
equal, but superior to their enemies. 

De Soto, having carefully reconnoitred the 
fprtress, ordered a hundred of the best armed 
horsemen to dismount, and forming three 

* Supposed to be the Yazoo river. 
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squadrons, advanced three abreast, and com- 
menced the attack; whilst the foot, who were 
less completely cased in defensive armour, sup- 
ported their rear. The squadrons were ordered 
to attack the three entrances simultaneously. 
Juan de Ouzman led on one of the squadrons, 
Alonso Homo de Cardeiiosa another, and 6on- 
zalo Silvestre the third. 

The Indians, who had until this moment re* 
mained shut ixp in their fortress, perceiving the 
preparations which the Spaniards were making 
for the assault, sallied out to battle, a hundred 
men from each portal. At the first discharge of 
their arrows, Diego de Castro, Luis Bravo, and 
Francisco de Figueroa, were brought to the 
ground mortally wounded. All threewerepiereed 
in the thigh with shafts barbed with flint; for the 
savages having gained some experience during 
their warfare with the Spaniards, always aimed 
at thp thigh, which was never guarded. The 
Spaniards, seeing their companions faU, shouted 
to one another to rush in^ and leave the In-^ 
dians no time to gaU them with then* arrows; 
then charging, foriously, they djoove the enemy 
before them,, to the very portals- of tilie forn 
tress. 
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While- Juan de Aoaaco. and Andres de Vaa^ 
eoncdlos attad^ed the savages on one flank, De 
Soto with twenty horse, charged upon the 
other. As the Goyemor was spurring onward, 
an arrow struck him up<M» his casque with such 
force, that it rebounded a pike's length, in the 
air, and De Soto confessed afterwards that it 
made his eyes flash fire. Pressed by themmted 
shock of horse and foot, the Indians tried to 
reach the entrances of their fort, but thesewere 
so narrow, that a great number were slaughtered 
without the walls. The Spaniards rushed in 
with them pell mell. 

The carnage within the fiurtress was dreadful. 
The savages were crowded together, and the 
Spaniards, remembering the injuries they had 
received from them during the past winter, 
gave vent to their ri^e, and massacred them- 
without mercy. As they wore no defensive 
aranour, they were- easily dispatched. Many 
trusting to tlL agOity, leaped ^m the waU. into 
the plains, and falling into thehands of dieir ene^ 
mies, were instantly slain. Many escaped^to the* 
bridges by the portals in the rear ; but in their 
haste to cross, several were jostled into the 
river which flowed beneath* Others, pi^ssed 

F 2 
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by their foes^ threw themselves firom the banks 
and swam across. In a short time^ the fortress 
was abandoned and in the power of the 
Spaniards 3 but those Indians who reached 
the opposite bank formed themselves in battle 
array. 

One o£ the savages who had escaped, desirous 
of showing his skill with the bow and arrow, 
separated himself firom his companions, and 
shouted to the Spaniards, giving them to un- 
derstand by signs and words, that he challenged 
any archer to come out and have a shot with 
him, in order to prove which was the better 
marksman. Upon this, Juan de SaUnas, an Aus- 
trian hidalgo, who, with some companions, had 
sheltered himself among trees from the arrows, 
stepped forth, and walking down to the river 
bank, took his stand opposite to the Indian. 
One of his companions called to him to wait 
until he should come to guard him with his 
shield ; but Salinas refused to take any advantage 
of his enemy. He placed an arrow in his cross- 
bow, while the Indian also selected one from 
his quiver, and both drew at the same mo- 
ment. 

The dart of Juan de Salinis took effect, and 
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entered the Indian's breast. He would have 
fallen, but was received in the arms of his 
companions, who bore him away, more dead 
than alive. The Indian's arrow pierced the 
Spaniard in the nape of the neck, and remained 
crossed in the wound. Salinas returned with 
it in this state to his comrades> well pleased 
with his success; the comrades of the fisdlen 
Indian allowing him to depart without mo- 
lestation, as the challange had been man to 
man. 

The Adelantado, determined to punish the 
impudence and daring of these Indians, called 
on the cavalry to follow him ; and crossing the 
river by an easy ford above the fort, galloped 
out upon the plain ; then, charging the savages, 
he pursued them for more than a league, with 
great slaughter ; and had not night interposed, 
not one would have survived to tell the dis«- 
astrous tale. As it was, the carnage was very 
great. 

When the Spaniards gave up the pursuit, 
they returned to their encampment and 
halted four days, in order to afford relief 
to the wounded. Fifteen subsequently died. 
Among these were the three cavaUers who 
had fallen at the commencement of the 
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battle. They were greatly lamented by l^seir 
companions, for they were noble, young and 
yaIiant;-<-not one of them had reaidbed ins 
twenty-fiftti year.* 

* Garcilaso de ia Vega. lib. 3. c. 3S. Portuguese 
Nan«tive« c. .20. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Hie Spaniards come in sight of the Mississippi — ^The 
Cacique Chiscar— His hostile movements. 

1541. Aftbb four days the Spaniards de- 
parted from their encampment at AUbamo, still 
marching towards the north, to avoid the sea. 
For seren days diey traversed an iminhabited 
comitry full of fiorests uid swamps, where they 
had somfetimies to swim tiieir horses.* At 
length they came in nght of a village, called 
Chisca, ntoated near a wide river. As this was 
the largest they had discovered in Florida, they 
called it Rio Orande; it was the same now 
called the MississippLf The Indians of this 



* Pbrtugaese Relation, c. 22. 

f The Inca, on the authority of Juan Coles, one of 
the followers of De Soto, says that the Indian name of 
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province, knew nothing of the strangers' ap- 
roach, owing to their unceasing warfare with the 
natives of Chicaza, and the country lying be- 
tween them being unpeopled. The moment the 
Spaniards descried the village they entered 
it, in a disorderly manner, took many Indians 
prisoners of either sex, and of all ages, and 
pillaged the houses. 

The dwelling of the Cacique, which served as a 
fortress stood on a high artificial mound, on one 
side of the village. The only ascent to it was 
by two ladders. Many of the Indians took 
refuge there, whilst others fled to a wood, be- 
tween the village and the river. Chisca, the 
chieftain of the province, was very old, and 
lying ill in his bed. Hearing the tumult and 
shouts, however, he quitted his couch and sal- 
lied forth. Beholding the attack upon his village 
and the capture of his vassals, he seized a toma- 
hawk and began to descend in a furious rage. 



this river was Chucagua. The Portuguese Narrator says^ 
that in one place it was called Tamaliseu, in another, Ta- 
pata, in another, Mico ; and at that part where it enters 
the sea, Ri. It is probable it had different names among 
the different Indian tribes. The village of Chisca is 
called Quizquiz, by the Portuguese historian. 
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threatening extermination to all who had dared 
to enter his domains without permission. 
With all these bravadoes, the Cacique, beside 
being infirm and exceecbngly old, was of very 
diminutive stature ; — the most miserable little 
Indian the Spaniards had seen in all their 
marchings. He was animated, however, by 
the remembrance of the deeds and exploits of 
his youth, for he had been a doughty warrior, 
and ruled over a vast province* 

The women and attendants of the Cacique 
surrounded him, and with tears and entreaties, 
prevailed upon him to retire ; at the same time^ 
those who came from the village informed him 
that the enemy were men, such as they had 
never before seen or heard of, and that they 
came upon strange animals of great size and 
wonderful agiUty ^^Kyou desir^to fight with 
them," said they, ^^ to avenge this injury, it will 
be better to summon together the warriors of 
the neighbourhood, and await a more fitting 
Opportunity. In the meantime, let us put on 
the semblance of friendship, and not by any 
inconsiderate rashness, provoke our destruc- 
tion.^^ With these and similar arguments, the 
women and attendants of the Cacique, prevented 
his sallying forth to battle. He continued, how-^ 

f3 
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ever in great wrath^ and when the Governor sent 
him a message, offering peace, he returned an 
answer, refusing all intercourse, and breathing 
nothing but vengeance. 

De Soto and his fcdlow^s, wearied out with 
the harrassing warfare of the past winter, were 
very desirous of peaccr. Having pillaged the 
village and offended the Cacique, they were in 
a dilemma ; accordingly, they sent him many 
gentle and soothing messages. Added to their 
disinclination for war, they observed, that dur- 
ing the tliree hours they h&d halted in the 
village, nearly four thousand well-armed war- 
riors had rallied round their Chief and they 
feared, that if such a multitude could assemble 
in so short a time, there must be large rein- 
forcements in reserve. They perceived, more- 
over, that the situation of the village was as 
advantageous to the Indians, as unfavour- 
able to them ; for the plains around being co- 
vered with trees and intersected by numerous 
streams, would impede the movements of their 
cavalry. But more than all this, they had 
learned from sad experience, that these inces- 
sant conflicts did not in the least profit them. 
Day after day, men and horses were slain ; in the 
midst of a hostile country, and &ir from home 
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or hope of snccotir, their number was gradually 
diminishing. 

The Indians held a council to discuss the 
messages of the strangers. Many were for war : 
they were enraged at the imprisonment of 
their wives and children^ and the pillage of their 
property ; to recover which, according to their 
fierce notions, the only resource was arms. 
Others, who had not lost anything, were never- 
theless hostile to an accommodation, from a 
natural inclination for fighting. They wished 
to exliibit their prowess, and to try what 
kind of men those were, who carried such 
strange arms. The more pacific savages, how- 
ever, advised that the offered peace should be 
accepted, as the surest means of recovering their 
wives, children and effects. They added, that 
the enemy might bum their villages, and lay 
waste their fields, at a time when their grain was 
almost ripening, and thus add greatly to their 
calamities. The valour of these strangers, said 
they, is sufficiently evident ; for men who have 
passed through so many enemies, cannot be 
otherwise than brave. 

This latter counsel prevailed. The Cacique, 
dissembling his anger, replied to the envoy, 
that since the Spaniards desired peace, he 
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would grant it, and allow them to halt in the 
village^ and give them food^ on condition that 
they would immediately set his subjects free and 
restore their effects. He also stipulated that 
they should not enter into his presence. If 
these terms were accepted^ he said, he would 
be friendly ; if not he defied them to the 
combat. 

The Spaniards readily agreed to these con- 
ditions. The prisoners and plunder were restor- 
ed, and the Indians departed from the village, 
leaving food in their dwellings for the Span- 
iards, who remained here six days to tend the 
sick. On the last day, with the permission of 
the Cacique, De Soto visited him, and thanked 
him for his friendship and hospitality, and on 
the following morning the army resumed their 
march. 



>. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The Spaniards prepare to cross the Mississippi— A Ca- 
cique comes to visit the Governor with a large fleet 
of canoes— The resnlt of their interview^Passage of 
the Mississippi — ^Arrival among the Kaskaskias In- 
dians. 

1541. Departing from Chisca, the army 
travelled by ^slow journeys of three leagues a 
day^ on account of the sick and wounded. They 
followed the windings of the river until the 
fourth day, when they came to an opening in 
the thickets. Hitherto, they had been thread-^ 
ing a vast forest, bordering the stream, the 
banks of which were so high on both sides, 
that they could neither descend nor mount 
them. De Soto found it necessary to halt in 
this plain twenty days, for the purpose of build- 
ing boats or piraguas to cross the river; for 



110 OONQVltST or FLORIDA. 

on the opposite bank, a great number of Indian 
warriors were assembled to defend the passage, 
well armed, and with a fleet of canoes. 

The morning after the Governor had encamp- 
ed, some of the natives visited him. Advanc- 
ing, without speaking a work, and turning their 
faces to the east, they made a profound genu- 
flection to the sun; then facing to the west, they 
made another to the moon, and concluded with 
a similar, but less humble reverence to De Soto. 
They said they came in the name of their Cacique 
and in that of all his subjects, to bid the Span- 
iards welcome, and to o£fer their friendship 
and services; adding that they were desirous 
of seeing what kind of men the strangers were, 
as there was a tradition handed down from their 
ancestors, that a white people would come and 
conquer their country.* The Adelantado said 
many kind things in reply, and dismissed them, 
well pleased with their courteous reception. 
The Cacique sent him repeated messages 
of kindness, but never visited the encamp- 
ment; excusing himself on account of ill-health. 
His subjects aided the Spaniards with much 
cheerfulness ; while the Indians from the oppo- 

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 22. 
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site side of the river, harassed them continttally : 
crossing over in their canoes, and discharging 
arrows at them, while they were at work. The 
archers and cross-bow men, however, as on a for- 
mer occasion, concealed themselves in pits, until 
the enemy drew nigh; then suddenly rising, 
dispersed them with great slaughter. 

One day, the Spaniards, perceived a fleet 
of two hundred canoes descending the river. 
These canoes were filled with armed Indians, 
painted after their wild fashion, adorned with 
feathers of every colour, and carrying shields in 
their hands, made of the buffalo hide, with 
which some sheltered the rowers, while others 
stood on the prow and poop of the canoes with 
their bows and arrows. The canoes of. the 
Cacique and chief warriors were decorated with 
fanciful awnings, under which they sat and gave 
their orders to those who rowed. ** It was a 
pleasing sight,'' says the Portuguese Narrator, 
" to behold these wild savages in their canoes, 
which were neatly made and of great size, and 
with their awnings, coloured feathers, and waving 
standards, appeared like a fleet of galleys." 

They paddled to within a stone^s throw of the 
shore where the Governor was standing, sur- 
rounded by his officers. The Chief address- 
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ing him^ professed that he came to offer his 
services, and to assure him of obedience, as he 
had been informed that the Spanish leader was 
the most powerful prince of the whole earths 
De Soto returned him thanks, and begged him 
to land, that they might converse more con- 
veniently. The Cacique made no answer, 
but sent three canoes on shore with presents of 
fruit, and bread made of the pulp of a certain 
kind of plum."*^ TheOovemor again importuned 
the savage to land, but seeing him hesitate, and 
suspecting treachery, he marshalled his men 
in order of battle. Upon this, the Indians 
turned their prows and fled. The cross-bow 
men sent a flight of arrows after them, and 
kiUed five or six of their number. They re- 
treated in good order, covering the rowers with 
their shields. Several times afler this, they 
landed to attack the soldiers, as was supposed, 
but the moment the Spaniards charged them, 
they fled to their canoes. 

At the end of twenty days four piraguas were 
built and launched. About three hours before 
dawn De Soto ordered them to be manned and 
four troopers of tried courage to go in each. 

* The persimmon. Loaves are still made of this wild 
fruit among the Indians and settlers of the West< 
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The rowers pulled strongly; when within 
fifty yards of the shore, the troopers dashed 
into the water, and meeting with no opposi- 
tion from the enemy, easily effected a land- 
ing and made themselves masters of the pass. 
Two hours before the sun went down, the 
whole army had crossed the Mississipi. 

The river m this place, says the Portuguese 
historian, was half a league from one shore to 
the other, so that a man standing still could 
scarcely be discerned from the opposite bank. 
It was of great depth, of wonderful rapidity, and 
very muddy; besides being always filled with 
floating trees and timber carried down by the 
force of the current.* 

Breaking up the boats as before to preserve 
the nails, the Spaniards proceeded onward four 
days through a wilderness intersected in many 
places by morasses which they were obliged to 
ford. On the fifth day, from the summit of a 
high ridge, they descried a large village con- 

♦ Portuguese Narrative, c. 22. This place where De 
Soto and his army crossed the Mississippi was probably 
the lowest Chickasaw Bluff, one of the ancient crossing 
places between the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth parallel 
of latitude. 
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taining about four hundred dwellmgft. It was 
situated on the banks of a rirer^ the bordera of 
which, as fisur as the eye ooold reach, were co- 
vered with luxxiriant fields of maize interspersed 
with groves of firuit trees.* The natives, who 
had abeady received notice of the strangers' 
approach, thronged out in tsrowds to receive 
them, freely offering thdr houses and effects 
fcHT their use. 

In A short time two Indian chiefs arrived with 
a train of warriors bearing a welcome from their 
Cacique and an offer of his services. Hie Go*** 
vemor received them very courteously, and 
treated them with such kindness that tiiey went 
away well pleased. 

The Spaniards findii^ abundance of food for 
man and horse remained six days in theviHage 
which bore the name of Casquin or Gaqui, as 
did the whole province and its Caeiquef. 

Resuming their journey, they mardied 
through a populous and free country where the 

* Probably the river St. Francis. 

t Supposed to be the same as the Kaskaskias Indians, 
who at that time peopled a province south-west of the 
MisBoori. Vide Nuttall's Arkansas, p. 82, 250, 251. 
Charlevoix, Journal Historique, v. 3, let. 28. 
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tend was more elevated attdihe Boil lesi^ alluvial 
than any they had yet seen em the borders of 
the MiBsbfiSppi. The fields were exuberantly 
firukful ; lihe pecan mitt, l^e red and gray plum, 
and mulberry trees grew' there in abundance.* 
In two days they came to the chief town where 
the Cacique resided. It stood on the same 
side of the river about seven leagues above, in a 
very fertile and populous neighbourhood. Here 
the Spaniardswere well received by the Cacique, 
who made De Soto a present of mantlesf, skins, 
and fish, and invited him to lodge in his habita- 
tion, which was on a high artificial hill on one side 
of the village, and consisted of twelve or thir- 
teen large houses for the accommodation of his 
numerous family of women and attendants. 
The Governor decUned the invitation, for fear 
of incommodmg him. A part of the airmy was 
quartered in houses, the remainder lodged 

* Portagnese Narrative, c. 23. Sapposed to be the 
country of the Little Prairie and that chain of high land 
extending to New Madrid ; in the vicinity of which are 
to be seen many aboriginal remains. Vide Nuttall's Ar- 
kansas, p. 251. 

t These mantles were fabricated from coarse threads of 
the bark of trees and nettles. 
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in bowers^ which the Indians quickly built of 
green branches^ in groves close by. It was now 
the month of May, and as the weather was be- 
coming oppressively warm, the tenants of these 
rustic bowers foimd them truly delightful. 



I 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A religious ceremony on the banks of the Mississippi^- 
Expedition against the Caciqae Capaha — His village is 
sacked — Fortifies himself in an island where he is again 
assailed — ^The Spaniards deserted by their allies, the 
Casqnins. 

1541. The army remained tranquil in the vil- 
lage during three days, with much good feeling 
on both sides. On the morning of the fourth, 
the Cacique, accompanied by all his principal 
subjects, came into the presence of De Soto and 
making a profound obeisance, ^^Seiior," said 
he, "as you are superior to us in prowess, and 
surpass us in arms, we likewise believe that 
your God is better than our God ! These you 
behold before you are the chief warriors of my 
dominions. We supplicate you to pray to your 
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God to send us ndn, for our fields ar^ parched 
for want of water ! "* 

De Soto replied, that although he and all his 
followers were but sinners^ y^t they would sup- 
plicate God, the father of mercies, to show 
mercy unto their heathen brethren. Then, in 
the presence of the Cacique, he ordered his 
chief carpenter, Francisco, the Geonese, to hew 
down the highest and largest pine tree in the 
vicinity and construct a cross. 

Accordingly, a tree was immediately felled 
of such immense size, that a hundred men 
could not raise it from the ground. Having 
formed a perfect cross, the Spaniards erected 
it on a high hill on the banks of the river 
which served the Indians as a watch tower, 
overlooking every eminence in the vicinity. 
Every thing being prepared in two days, the 
Governor ordered that the next morning all 
should march to it in solemn procession, except 
an armed squadron of horse and foot who were 
commanded to beon the alert toprotect the army. 

The Cacique walked beside the Governor, 
and many of the savage warriors mingled with 

* The Portuguese Narrator says, that the Cacique be- 
sought him to restore to sight two blind men he had 
brought with him. 
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die. Spaniards. Before them went a choir of 
priests and fnars chanting the litany, to which 
the soldiers responded. The procession, in 
which were more than a thousand persons, 
both Spaniards and Indians, wound slowly and 
solemnly along until it arrived before the cross, 
where all fell upon their knees. Two or three 
prayers were now offered up: the multitude 
then rose, and two by two approached the 
holy emblem, bent the knee before it, worship- 
ped and kissed it. 

On the opposite shore of the river were col- 
lected fifibeen or twenty thousand savages pf 
either sex and of all ages, to witness the singular 
but imposing ceremony. With their arms ex- 
tended and their hands raised, they watched 
the movements of the Spaniards. Ever and 
anon they elevated their eyes to heaven, and 
made signs with their faces and hands as if 
asking God to listen to the Christians' prayer. 
They then raised a low wailing cry like people 
io excessive giief, which was echoed by the 
plaintive murmurings of their children's voices. 
I>e Soto and his followers were moved to ten- 
derness to behold, in a strange land, a savage 
people worshipping with such deep humility 
and tears, the emblem of our redemption. The 
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procession returned observing the same order; 
the priests chaunted Te Deum laudamus, and 
with this closed the solemnities of the day. 

6od^ in his mercy^, says the Spanish chroni- 
cler, willing to show these heathens that he lis- 
teneth unto those who call upon him in truth, 
in the middle of the ensuing night, sent down 
a plenteous rain upon the earth, to the great 
joy of the Indians.* 

The Cacique with his warriors, astonished 
and overjoyed at this unhoped for blessing, 
formed a procession in imitation of the 
Christians, and repaired to De Soto to express 
gratitude for the kindness his God had shewn 
them through his intercession. The Governor 
answered them, that they must give thanks to 
God, who created the heavens and earth, and 
was the bestower of these and other far greater 
mercies. 

It is an interesting reflection, that nearly 
three centuries ago, the cross, the type of our 
divine religion, was planted on the banks of 
the Mississippi, whose silent forests were 
awakened by the Christianas hymn of gratitude 
and praise. The effect was vivid but transitory. 

* Las Casas, L. 4, c. 6. 
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The ^' voice cried in tbe wilderness/^ reached and 
was answered by every hearty but died away 
and was forgotten, and was not to be heard 
again in that savage region for many genera- 
tions. It was as if a lightning gleam had 
broken for a moment upon a benighted world, 
startling it with sudden effulgence, only to 
leave it in tenfold gloom. The real dawn- 
ing was yet afar off from the valley of the 
Mississippi. 

As the army had been already quartered nine 
or ten days in this village, De Soto gave orders 
for them to prepare to march the following 
morning. The Cacique, who was about fifty 
years of age, obtained permission of the Go- 
vernor to accompany him with a train of war- 
riors and domestics ; the one to escort his troops 
the other to carry his supplies, as they would 
have to traverse a wilderness ; also to clear the 
road, gather wood for their encampment, and 
fodder for their horses. The Cacique's true 
object, however, was to avail himself of the 
presence of the Spaniards to wreak vengeance 
on a neighbouring chieftain called *Capaha.^ A 

* In the Portuguese Narrative, the name of this Ca- 
cique is spelt Pacaha. 

VOL. II. O 
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war had existed between their respective tribes 
for several generations ; but the present Cacique 
of Capaha had gained the ascendency, and kept 
Casquin in continual subjection, by the supe- 
riority of his forces. 

In the morning, Casquin assembled his fol- 
lowers to escort the Governor. He had three 
thousand Indians laden with supplies, and with 
the baggage of the Spanish army; — they were 
all armed with bows and arrows. But besides 
these, he was accompanied by five thousand of 
his choicest warriors, well armed, grotesquely 
painted, and decorated with war-plumes. With 
these he secretiy meditated a signal revenge 
on his enemy, Capaha. 

With the Governor's permission, he took 
the lead imder pretence, of clearing the road of 
any lurking foe, and of preparing every thing for 
the Spanish encampment. He divided his men 
into squadrons, and marched in good military 
order, a quarter of a league in adttmce. By 
night he posted sentinels in the same manner 
as the Spaniards. 

In this way they travelled . for three days, 
when they came to a great swamp, miry on the 
borders, with a lake in the centre, too deep to 
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be forded, and forming a kind 'of gulf on the 
Mississippi, into which it emptied itself.*^ 
Ajetobs this piece of water Casquin's Indians 
constructed a rude bridge of trunks of trees 
laid upon posts driven into the bottom of the 
lake, with a row of stakes above the bridge, for 
tliose who crossed to hold by. The horses 
were obliged to swim, and were got over with 
great difficulty on account of the mire. 
This swamp separated the two hostile provinces 
of Casquin and Capaha. The Spaniards were 
nearly the whole day crossing it and en- 
camped in beautiful fneadows about half a 
league beyond. 

After travelling two more days, early on the 
third day they arrived at some elevated ridges, 
whence they descried the principal town of 
Capaha, the frontier post and defence of the 

province.f 

It contained five hundred large houses, 
situated on a high ground which command- 
ed the surrounding country, being nearly 
encircled by a deep moat fifty paces broad, 
and where the moat did not extend, was de- 

* Inca, Lib. 4, c. 7* Portuguese Relation^ c. 23. 
t This was the most northern point reached by De Soto 
on the Mississippi. 

o2 
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fended by a strong wall of timber and plas- 
ter, such as has already been described. The 
moat was fiUed with water by means of a canal, 
cut from the Mississippi, three leagues distant. 
The canal was deep and sufficiently wide for two 
canoes to pass abreast, without touching each 
others' paddles. Being filled with fish, it 
supplied all the wants of the village and 

army. 

Capaha had received intelligence by his scouts 

of the formidable allies who accompanied his 
old antagonist, Casquin. His own warriors 
were dispersed, and not sufficient in number to 
resist such additional force. As soon, there- 
fore, as he saw the enemy approaching, he 
sprang into a canoe on the moat, and passing 
along the canal into the Grand River, took re- 
fuge in a strong island. Such of his people as 
had canoes followed him, others fled into the 
neighbouring woods, while some lingered in the 
village. 

Casquin marching, as usual, in advance, ar- 
rived with his warriors at the village some time 
before the Spaniards. Meeting with no resist- 
ance, he entered it warily, suspecting an ambus- 
ipade. This gave time for many loiterers to 
escape. 
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As soon as Casquih ascertaiiied that the 
village was at his mercy, he gave full vent 
to his vengeance. His warriors scoured the 
place, killed and scalped all the men they 
met to the number of a hundred and fifty; 
plundered the houses, making captives many 
boys, women and children. Among the cap^ 
tives were two of the nimierous wives of Capaha; 
they were young and beautiful, and had been 
prevented from embarking with the , Cacique, 
in consequence of the confusion occasioned 
by the enemy's approach. 

The hostility of Casquin and his warriors was 
not confined to the living, but extended, likewise, 
to the dead. They broke into the grand mauso* 
leum, in the public square, which the Indians 
hold so sacred. Here were deposited the re« 
mains of numerous ancestors both of the Cacique 
and great men of his tribe, and here were trea*" 
sured the trophies gained from Casquin's 
people in many a past battle. These tro- 
phies they tore from the walls and stripped the 
sepulchre of all its ornaments and treasures. 
They then threw down the wooden coffins in 
which were deposited the remains of the dead, 
trampled upon the bodies, scattered about the 
bones, and wreaked upon them all kinds of in- 
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dignities, in revenge for past injuries, which the 
deceased had inflicted upon their tribe. At the 
entrance of the sepidchre, stuck on the ends 
of pikes, were heads of many of their warriors^ 
slain ill former battles. These they bore away 
with them, replacing them with those of their 
enemies whom they had just massacred. 
'Hiey would have completed their triumph 
by setting fire to the mausoleum and to the 
wliole village, but were restrained by a fear 
fear of offending the Governor. All these 
outrages were perpetrated before the Spaniards 
had reached Hie place. 

De Soto was much concerned at the cruel 
ravage committed by his allies. He immedi- 
ately sent envoys to Capaha, to the island on 
which he had fortified himself, with ofiers of 
firiendship. These were indignantly reject- 
ed; and the Governor learnt that Capaha, 
breatiiing vengeance, had summoned all his 
warriors. 

Finding every efiFort to conciliate the Chief- 
tain fruitless, De Soto determined to at- 
tack him in his slrong hold. Casquin provided 
above seventy canoes for the purpose ; and an 
invasion of the island was made by two hun- 
dred Spaniardis s£nd three thousand Indians. 
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The island was covered with a thick forest of 
trees and underwood, and the Cacique had for- 
tified himself strongly with barricades. The 
Spaniards effected a landing with great diffi- 
culty; gained the first barrier by hard fighting, 
and pressed on to the second within which the 
women and children were sheltered. Here the 
warriors of Capaha fought with redoubled fury, 
and struck sudi dismay into the pe(^le of Cas- 
quin that they abandoned their Spanish allies 
and fied to their canoes ; nay, they would have 
carried off the canoes of the Spaniards also, had 
there not been a couple of soldiers in each to 
guard them. 

The Spaniards, thus deserted by their pusil- 
lanimous allies, and being overpowered by 
numbers, began to retreat in good order to their 
canoes. TTiey would all, however, have been 
cut off had not Capaha restrained the fury of 
his warriors and suffered the enemy to regain 
the shore and embark unmolested. 

This unexpected forbearance on the part of 
the savage chieftain, surprised the Adelantado. 
On iflie following day four principal warriors 
arrived on an embassy from Capaha. They 
came with great ceremony ; bowed to the sun. 
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the moon, and the Governor ; but took no no- 
tice of Casquin who was present, treating 
him with utter contempt and disdain. In the 
name of their Cacique they prayed oblivion of 
the past and amity for thefiiture, declaring that 
their Chieftain was ready to come in person 
and do homage. The General received them 
with the utmost afiability, assured them of his 
friendship, and sent them away well pleased 
with their reception. 

Casquin was vexed at this negociation, and 
would fain have prolonged hostilities between 
the Spaniards and his ancient enemies; but the 
Governor was as much charmed with the frank- 
ness and magnanimity of one Cacique as he 
had been displeased with the craft and cruelty 
of the other. He issued orders forbidding any 
one to injure the natives of the province or 
their possessions. 

In order to appease the Governor for the das- 
tardly flight of his warriors, Casquin made him 
presents of fish together with mantles and skins 
of various kinds ; and moreover, brought him 
one of his daughters as a handmaid. De Soto^ 
however, was not thoroughly to be recon- 
ciled. He permitted the Cacique to remain 
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with him^ and to retain a suffidentniimber of 
vassals for his personal services^ but obliged 
him to send home all his warriors.* 

* Garcilaso de la Vega« Lib. 4. c. 7« 8, 9* Portuguese 
Narrative^ c. 24. 
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Chapter xxv. 

interview between the Cacique Capaha and De Soto — His 
two beautiful wives^ and their fate — ^Two soldiers des- 
patched in search of salt and gold« and the account they 
brought back — The Spaniards arrive atQuiguate — Juan 
Gaytan refuses to perform his duty, and what De Soto 
did in consequence. 

1 541. On the following morning, Capaha came 
to De Soto at the village attended by a train 
of a hundred warriors decqrated with beautiful 
plumes^ and with mantles of skins. He was 
about twenty-six years old, of a handsome per- 
son and noble demeanour. When he entered 
the village his first care was to visit the sepul^ 
chre of his ancestors. The indignities that had 
been offered to their remains were such as an 
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Indian feels most acutely. The Cacique, how- 
ever^ concealed the grief and rage that burnt 
within his bosom. Gathering the 'scattered 
bones in silence, he kissed them, returned them 
reverently to their coffins; and having arranged 
the sepulchre, as well as circumstances would 
permit, proceeded to the Governor's quar- 
ters. 

De Soto ^ame forth to rec^ve him, accom- 
panied by Casquin. The Cacique paid homage 
to the Governor, acknowledging himself his 
vassal, but took no notice whatever of his 
old adversary, Casquin. De Soto embraced 
Capaha asa friend,and he was honourablytreated 
by aU the officers. The Cacique answered nu«- 
merous questions concerning his territories with 
great clearness and intelligence. When the 
Governor had ceased his interrogations, and 
there was a pause, Capaha could no longer re- 
strain his smothered indignation. Turning 
suddenly to "his rival : " Doubtless, Casquin,'^ 
said he, ^^you exult in having revenged your 
past defeats; a thing you could never have 
effected with your own forces only. You 
may thank these strangers for it. They will 
go, but we shall remain in our own country 
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as we were before. Pray to the sun and moon 
to send ns good weather, then!'* 

The Governor interposed, and endeavoured to 
produce a reconciliation between the Chieftains. 
In deference to him, Capaha repressed his 
wrath and embraced his adversary; but there 
passed between them occasional glances that 
portended a future storm, and the proud Capaha 
was constantly on the alert on all points of cere- 
mony and precedence, making Casquin give 
way to his superior pretensions. 

The Governor and the rival Caciques partook 
of a repast together, after which the two young 
and beautiftil wives of Capaha who had been 
captured, were brought to be restored to him. 
He received them with many acknowledgments 
for the generosity thus shown towards him, and 
then offered them as presents to the Governor. 
On De Soto's decUning to accept them, Capaha 
begged that he would give them to some of his 
officers or soldiers, or to whom he pleased, as 
they could not be admitted again into the 
household of their prince, nor remain in his ter- 
ritories. The Grovemor, perceiving that they were 
considered dishonoured, was persuaded to receive 
them under his protection, knowing the laws and' 
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customs of these savages to be cruel in the ex- 
treme when the chastity of their wives was 
concerned.* 

In the town of Capaha, the Spaniards found 
a great variety of skins of deer, panthers, bears^ 
and wild cats. These they converted into gar- 
ments, of which they stood in great need, many 
being nearly naked. They made moccasons of 
deer-skins, and used the bear-skins as cloaks. 
They found Indian bucklers formed of bufialo 
hides, which the troops took possession of. 

While quartered in the village, they were 
abundantly suppHed with fish, taken from the 
adjacent moat, that formed a kind:;'di8iper, into 
which incredible quantities entered j&om the 
Mississippi. Among these was a kind called 
bagres, the head of which was one-third of its 
bulk, and about its fins and along its sides, it 
had bones as sharp as needldi^ Some of diose 

* The Portuguese historian says that these beautiful 
females were the sisters of the Cacique Capaha^ and that 
he begged De Soto to accept them and marry them as 
pledges of his affection. The one« he added« was called 
Macanoche, and the other Mochifa. They were both 
handsome and well shaped; especially the former^ whose 
features were beautiful^ her countenance expressive, and 
her air majestic. We have followed the account of th« 
Inca> Garcilaso de la Vega« 
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caught in the Mississippi weighed from a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty pounds weight.'*' 
There was another fish, also, of a curious 
shape, having a snout a cubit in length, and 
the upper lip like a spade or peel.t Neither of 
these two species had scales. The Indians like- 
wise occasionally brought a fish, as large as a 
hog, which had several rows of teeth in each 
jaw. 

While in the territory of Capaha, the Gover- 
nor gathered intelligence from the Indians, that 
about forty lei^es further on, among certain 
ranges of hills, there was much salt, and also 
much of a yellowish metal. As the army was 
suffering firom want of salt, and still retained 
their eagerness for gold, De Soto despatched 
two trusty and intelligent men, accompa- 
nied by Indian guides to visit this region. At 
the end of eleven days they returned, quite 
spent and half famished, having eaten nothing 



* The cat-fish. 

* This spade or palat-fish is at present so rare as 
scarcely to be met with ; but seems to have been pecatiar 
to this region. — Vide Flint's Geography of the Mis- 
sissippi, y. 1. p. 128 and 129« Nuttal's Arkansas^ 
p. 254. 
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but green plums and green maize, which they 
found in some deserted wigwams | six of their 
natire companions were laden with rock-salt 
in natural crystals, and one with copper. The 
country through which they had passed was 
sterile and tiiinly peopled, and the Indians in- 
formed the Governor, that still further north, 
die country was almost iminhabited, on account 
of extreme cold. The buffalo roamed there 
in such nutnbers that the inhabitants could not 
cultivate their fields; they subsisted, theoefore, 
by the chase, and principally on the flesh of 
these wild animals.* 

Heaong so unfavourable an account of the 
country, and that there was no gold in that di* 
region, De Soto returned with his army to the 
village of Casquin, intending to march west- 
ward ; for hitherto^ ever since leaving Mauvila, 
he had kept northward, to avoid the sea.t 
After remaining five days in the village of Cas- 
quin^ he proceeded along the bank of the 
river, through a fertile and populous country, 
lintil.he came to the province of Qmguat^ 
where he was well received. Keeping down 

* Portuguese Relation, c. 24. 

t Garciliaso de la Yega^ L. 4. c. 11. 
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the river^ he arrived on the fourth of August, at 
the chief village of the province, called by the 
same name. Here he took up his quaiters, 
in the Cacique's house, where he remained six 
days. 

One night during his halt here, the 60^ 
vernor was informed, that Juan Gaytan, 
the treasurer, whose turn it was to patrol 
at four in the morning, refused to perform his 
duty, urging as a plea the dignity of his official 
station. De Soto was angry at such a sympton 
of insubordination, the more so as this cavaUer 
was one of those who had murmured at Mau- 
vila, and had said he would return to Spain or 
Mexico, as soon as they reached the ships. 

Quitting his bed, and proceeding to the terrace 
before the house of the Cacique, which over- 
looked the village, De Soto raised his voice 
until it resounded through the place. '^ What 
is this soldiers and captains \" he cried. *^ Do 
the mutineers still live, who, when in Mauvila 
talked of returning to Spain or Mexico ? and do 
they now, with the excuse of being officers of 
the royal revenue, refuse to patrol the four hours- 
that faU to their share ? Why do you desire to 
return to Spain ? — ^have you left any hereditary 
estates that you wish to enjoy ? Why do you^ 



> 
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desire to go to Mexico ? — to. prove the baseness 
and pusillanimity of your spirits ? — that, having 
it in your power to become chieftains in a vast 
and noble country you have discovered, you 
prefer living dependants in a stranger's house, 
and of being guests at a stranger's table, than to 
maintain house and table of your own ! What 
honor will this confer upon you ? Shame, shame ! 
blush for yourselves, and recollect that, whether 
officers of the royal treasury or not, you must 
all serve your sovereign ! Presume not upon 
any rank you possess ; for, be he who he may, 
I will strike off the head of that man who re- 
fuses to do his duty. And, at once to undeceive 
you, know that whilst I live, no one shall quit this 
country until we have conqueredand settled it.'* 
These words, uttered with great vehemence, 
shewed the cause of that moody melancholy 
, which the Governor had manifested since 
he left Mauvila. This outbreak had a visible 
effect upon the soldiery. They saw that their 
general was not to he trifled with, and thence- 
forward obeyed his orders without murmuring* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

tlie Spaniards arrive at Coligoa'— Pass through the pro- 
vince of Palisema, into the country of the Tunicas — 
Hie manner in which the natives made salt — ^Enter the 
province of Tula — Attack upon an Indian village — 
Struggle between a soldier and five women — ^What the 
Spaniards found in the village of Tula — The tribe of 
Tula differed from any Indians they had seen — ^The 
latter fall suddenly upon the encampment at night 
— ^The prowess of an Indian and his fate. 

1541. From Quigaate, De Soto shaped his 
course to the north-west, in search of a pro^ 
vince called Coligoa, lying at the foot of 
mountains. He was guided by a single Indian, 
who led the army for several days through 
dreary forests and numerous marshes, until 
they came to the village of Coligoa, on the 
margin of a small river. The natives, not 
being apprised of the Spaniards' coming. 
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upon their approach, threw themselves into the 
river and fled. The troopers pursued them, 
and took a number of prisoners. In a few 
days the Cacique waited upon De Soto, bring- 
ing a .present of mantles, deer-skins, and 
hides of tl^ bison and buffalo, and informed' 
him that about six leagues to the northward 
there was a thinly peopled country, where 
vast herds of these wild buffidos ranged ; * but 
that to the southward there was a populous 
and plentiful province, called Cayas. 

The Cacique of Coligoa having furnished the 
Spaniards with a guide, they resumed their 
march towards the south, and afiter a journey 
of five days, entered the province of Palisema. 
Its Cacique fled, but left his dwelling fur- 
nished and arranged in order for De Soto. 
The walLs were bung with deer-skins, so admi- 
rably dyed and dressed, that they appeared to 
the eye like beautiful tapestry. The floor was 
likewise covered with skins similaxly pfepared.t 

The adventurers made but a short halt in 
this province, as the supply of maize was 

* This province is supposed to have been situated to- 
y^ards the sources of the St. Francis, or the hills of White 
River. — ^Vide Nuttall's Arkansas, p. 256. 

t Portuguese Relation^ c. 25. 
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scanty, and pushing rapidly onward, in four 
days crossed the frontiers of the province of 
Cayas, and encamped on the banks of a river 
near a village caUed Tanico.* 

The waters of this river, and of an adjacent 
lake, were impregnated with salt; so much so, 
as to leave a deposit in the blue sand which 
bordered their shores. The Indians were ac- 
customed to collect this sand in baskets, made 
wide above and narrow below, and suspended 
in the air on a pole. Water was then pour- 
ed upon the sand, and draining through, fell 
into a vessel beneath, carrying with it the 
saline particles* The water being then evapo- 
rated by boiling, the ehrystalized salt remained 
at the bottom of the pOt. This the Indians 
used as an article of traffic, exchanging it with 
their neighbours for skins and mantles. 

The Spaniards, overjoyed at finding an article 
of which they were so much in need, remained 
here eight days making salt, and several who had 
suffered excessively for the want of it in- 
dulged so immoderately in the use of it, as to 
bring on maladies, and in some instances 
death. 

* Supposed to have belonged to the tribe of the Tunicas. 
—Vide Nuttall's Arkansas^ p. 257* 
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Having laid in a large supply of salt, the 
army pursued their journey, and arriving at the 
province of Tula^ marehed four days through a 
wilderness, where they halted about mid-day 
in a beautiful plain, within half a league of 
the capital. In the afternoon, the Governor 
set out with a strong party of horse and 
foot, to reconnoitre the village. It was situated 
in a plain betwixt two streams. On their ap- 
proach, the inhabitants seized their arms and 
sallied bravely forth, the women advancing to 
combat as fiercely as the men. 

The Spaniards soon drove them back, and 
entered the village fighting. The savages fought 
from house to house, disdaining to ask for 
quarter, and struggling with fearless despera- 
tion. During the conflict, a soldier entered 
one of the houses and escaped to an up- 
per chamber, used as a granary, where 
he found five women concealed. He made 
signs to them not to be alarmed, as he did not 
wish to injure them : his caution was unneces- 
sary, for they flew on him Uke so many mastiffs 
upon a bull. In his struggle to shake them off, 
he thrust his leg through the slight partition 
of reeds, remaining seated on the floor at the 
;* mercy of those furies, who, with biting and 
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blows, were in a fair way of killing him. Not- 
withstanding the strait he was in, tiiie sturdy 
soldier was ashamed to call for succour, because 
his antagonists were women. * 

At this moment another soldier happened to 
enter below, and seeing a naked 1^ through 
the ceiling, at first took it for the limb of 
an Indian, raised his sword and was about to 
strike, but observing it more narrowly, and 
hearing the clamour over head, he suspected 
the truth of the matter, and calling two of his 
companions, they ascended to the rescue of 
their comrade. So fierce, howevap, was the fiiry 
of the women, that not one of them would quit 
her hold upon the soldier, until they were all 
slain. 

At a late hour the Governor drew off his 
men from the village, and returned to the 
camp; vexed at having been drawn into so 
unprofitable a battle, in which many of his 
followers were severely wounded.* 

On the following day, the army enitered the 
village and found it abandoned. During the 
afternoon, bands of horse scoured tiie country 
in every direction. They met several of the 

* Portuguese Relation, c. 25» 26. Garcilaso de la 
Vega, L; 4, c. 12. 
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natives, but it was impossible to bring them in 
alive, or obtain any information from them. 
They threw themselves upon the ground, cry- 
ing, ^' Kill me or leave me ! " Nor could the 
death of some conquer the obstinacy of the 
rest. 

In this village, the Spaniards found the flesh 
of buffaloes and numerous skins of the same 
animal ; some in a raw state, others dressed 
for robes and blankets. They sought in vain, 
however, to meet with these animals alive, but 
still learnt that they existed in great herds to 
the northward. The inhabitants of the province 
of Tula differed firom aU the Indians they had 
yet seen. They had found the natives gene- 
rally handsome and well formed; but these, 
both men and women, were extremely ill-fa- 
voured. Their heads were very large, and 
narrow at the top — a shape produced by 
being compressed by bandages from their birth 
to the age of nine or ten years. Their faces, 
particularly their lips, inside and out, were 
frightfully tattooed; and their dispositions cor- 
responded with their hideous aspects. 

On the fourth night after the Spaniards had 
gained possession of the village, the savages 
came in great numbers, and so silently,- that 
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before the sentinels perceived them^ they burst 
npon the encampment in three different parts. 
Loud were the shouts, and great was the con- 
fusion ; for, in the darkness, it was impossible 
to distinguish friends from foes. The Span- 
iards shouted the names of the Virgin and San- 
tiago, to prevent their wounding one another. 
The savages, Ukewise, shouted the name of Tola. 
Many of them, instead of bows and arrows had 
staves like pikes, two or three yards long 
which were new to the soldiers, and with which 
the Indians inflicted very severe wounds. 

They fought stubbornly for more than an 
hour, and did not retreat to the woods until 
day began to dawn. The Spaniards did not 
pursue them, but returned to the village to 
take care of the wounded, of which there were 
many, although four only were killed. 

After the battle, as usual, several of the 
Spaniards were scattered about the field ex- 
amining the dead. Three foot soldiers and 
two on horseback were thus employed, when 
one of the former saw an Indian raise his head 
from among the bushes and immediately con- 
ceal it again. He gave the cry of Indians ! 
Indians ! The two men on horseback, think- 
ing some of the enemy were coming in large 
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detadiments, galloped off in different directions 
to meet them. In the meantime^ the foot 
soldier who had discovered the Indian among 
the bushes two. up to kill him. 

The savage^ seeing he could not escape, step* 
ped forward manfully to the encounter, armed 
with a Spanish battle-axe, which he had ob- 
tained that morning in the village. Taking it 
in both hands, he struck the shield of the 
tsoldier, severed it in two, and badly wounded 
his arm. The pain of the wound was so great 
and the blow so violent, that the Spaniard had 
not strength to attack his foe. The Indian 
' then rushed upon the other soldier who was 
coming up, struck his shield in the same man- 
ner, broke it, wounded him likewise in the arm 
and disabled him. One of the horsemen seeing 
his companions so roughly handled, charged the 
savage, who took shefter beneath an oak tree. 
The Spaniard, not being able to ride under the 
tree, drew near and made several thrusts at 
the enemy, but could not reach him. The 
Indian rushed out, brandished the battle-axe 
as before, struck the horse across the shoulder, 
laying it open from the withers to the knee, 
and thus deprived the animal of the power of 
moving. 

VOL. II. H 
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At this moment, JGronzalo Silvestre, who was 
on foot, came up. He had been in no haste, 
deeming two foot soldiers and three horsemen 
sufficient to manage one Indian. The latter, 
elated by his success, advanced to receive 
the Spaniard with ^eat boldness. Grasping 
the battle-axe, he gave a blow similar to the 
two first; but Silvestre was more guarded 
than his companions. The weapon glanced 
from his shield and stuck in die ground. Sil- 
vestre having the enemy at an advantage, gave 
him a diagonal blow with his sword, which laid 
open his face and breast, and, entering his arm, 
nearly severed the wrist. The Infidel seizing 
•the axe between the stump and his other hand, 
wilii a desperate leap, made an attempt to 
wound Silvestre in the face ; but again warding 
off the blow with his shield, he gave the savage 
^ sweeping cut across the waist, that passed 
through his naked body, and he fdH dead, cut 
completely asunder.* 

* The Inca says, that the blow was so powerful, and 
the sword so keen, that the Indian remained for a few 
seconds standing on his feet, and saying to the Spaniard, 
'* Peace be with you," (quedate en pas,) fell dead in two 
halves ! The feat, as described in the text, is sufficiently 
strong for belief. 
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CHAPTER XXVIl. 

The army arrive at Utiangue— The Governor determines 
to winter there— Preparations accordingly — Death of 
Juan Ortiz, the interpreter. 

1541. The Spaniards oontinued in the vil- 
lage of Tula twenty days, curing the wounded. 
,During this time, they made many incursions 
in different parts of the province, which was 
<very populous ; but, although they captured 
many inhabitants, it wad impossible, either 
by presents or ' menaces, to acquire .their 
friendship, or induce them to obedience. So 
extreme was the ferocity of this tribe, that they 
were the dread of all their . neighbours, who 
used the name of Tula as an object of nursery 
terror to their unruly children. 

The army pursued their march in quest of 

h2 
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the province called Utiangue^ or Autiamque; 
about ten days* journey, or eighty leagues from 
Tula. In that neighbourhood, the Indians 
said, there was a large lake, which the Span- 
iards hoped might prove an arm of the sea. 
Five days of their journey was over a rough, 
mountainous country, thickly wooded, where 
they found a village called Quipana;* but 
could take none of the inhabitants, the forests 
impeding the speed of their horses. 

After a further march of a few days they 
entered the province of Utiangue. It was very 
fertile, containing a scattered but warlike popu- 
lation. Though incessantly harassed by am- 
buscades and skirmishes, the Spaniards pro- 
ceeded until they reached the village of Utian- 
gue, from which the province took its name. 
It contained many well built houses, and was 
situated in a fine plain, watered by the same 
river which passed through the province of 
Cayasf, and was bordered by meadows that 
afforded excellent pasturage for horses. The 
town was abandoned by its inhabitants, except a 
few lingerers whom the Spaniards made pri- 

* Supposed to be ki the country of the Eappaws, or 
QuapawB. 
t Supposed to be the Arkansas. 
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soners. The houses were well stocked with 
maize, small beans, nuts and plums. 

As the season was &r advanced, De Soto 
detennined to winter here. Having encamped 
in the centre of the village, but apart from the 
houses, lest the Indians should set fire to 
them in the night, he commenced fortifying 
the place. The ground to be enclosed was 
measured out, and a portion assigned to each 
soldier, according to the number of slaves he 
owned. Thus every one had his task, and 
worked with emulation, the Indians bring- 
ing wood. In three days the village was 
surrounded by strong palisades, driven deep 
into the ground, and &stened by cross pieces. 

In addition to the ample supply of provi* 
sions found in this village, the Spaniards foraged 
the surrounding country, and brought in 
abundance of maize, dried fruits, and va* 
nous kinds of grain. They were extremely 
successful also in the chase; killing great 
nimibers of deer. The province, moreover, 
abounded to an unusual degree, with rab^ 
bits, of which they found two species; one of 
the usual size, the other as large and strong as 
a hare and much fatter. These the Indians 
were accustomed to snare with running nooses. 
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The Caciqtie of the proTinee sent mesBen- 
gers from time to time with presents and pro- 
mises of friendly service, but never made his 
appearance. These messengers also, always 
armed at night, and, after delivering their mes- 
sage loitered about the camp, noticing the 
men, horses and weapons ; shewing evidently 
that they only came as spies. The Governor, 
therefore, gave orders that no Indian should 
be admitted after sim-set ; and one, persisting 
to enter, was killed by a sentinel 5 which put 
an end to all similar embassies. 

The Spaniards were often waylaid and as- 
saulted, when out on foraging and hunting 
parties, but generally managed to defeat their 
assailants. 

During the winter, there were great falls of 
snow for upwards of a month, and at length 
fire-wood began to fail. Upon this, De Soto, 
turned out with all the horse, and by riding 
backward and forward, made a practicable road 
from the camp to a forest, about two bow-shots 
distant, which enabled the men to go thither 
and cut fuel.* 

Upon the whole, though the season was 

• Portuguese Narrative, c. 27. 
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severe, yet, having good quarters, and fuel 
and food in plenty, the adventurers passed the 
pleasantest winter they had experienced in the 
course of their arduous journey, enjoyed their 
present ease and abundance, with the greatest 
zest, which was sharpened by the frightful hard* 
ships and disasters they had encountered. 

During their residence in this village, Juan 
Ortiz, the interpreter died. His death was a 
severe loss to the expedition ; as he had been 
the main organ of communication between the 
Spaniards and natives. It is true^ that even 
with his assistance, these commimications were 
extremely imperfect, and subject to many 
misinterpretations, for he was acquainted 
merely with the language of the Indians in the 
neighbourhood of Espiritu Santo ; whereas, in 
the march of the army, they were continually 
passing through new provinces, which had each 
its peculiar dialect. It was necessary, there- 
fore, to have an Indian interpreter from almost 
every tribe, which rendered their mode of com- 
munication often difficult in the extreme. 

In treating with a Cacique, the word given 
by the Governor to Juan Ortiz, was passed 
from mouth to mouth, of perhaps eight or ten 
Indians of diflFerent tribes, before it reached the 
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person to be addressed; and the reply was trans- 
mitted in the same tedious method to the Go- 
vernor. Information^ also^ concerning any new 
region was collected in the same manner; 
subject to perversions and misunderstandings 
in the course of its transmission. 

Hence arose continual errors among the Spa- 
niards, as to the country and its inhabitants, 
which often bewildered them in their wander- 
ings, and doubtless led to many sanguinary 
afirays with the natives which a proper under- 
standing might have prevented. 

The death of Juan Ortiz encreased these dis- 
advantages ten fold. Henceforth they had no 
other interpreter, but, the young Indian brought 
from Cofachiqui. He, however, had acquired but 
an imperfect knowledge of the Spanish lan^ 
guage, and was deficient in the sagacity, general 
information and varied experience, which had 
distinguished Juan Ortiz. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Change in the viewi and plana of De Soto— He tuma 
hia atepa towarda the Miaaiaaippi — ^A soldier drowned 
in attempting to crosa a lake — ^The Spaniards paaa 
through the province of Anilco — Hoatile bearing of the 
Cacique — Arrival at Guachoya. 

1542. Thb feelings and views of Hernando 
De Soto had recently undergone a change. The 
anger which had induced him so suddenly to 
ialter his plans at Mauvila^ and turn his back 
upon the sea, had gradually subsided. His 
hopes of finding a golden region were- fast 
fading away. He had lost nearly half of his 
troops by fighting, sickness, and hardships of 
various kinds. The greater part of his horses, 
too, were slain or had perished. Of the remain^ 
der, many were lame, and all had been without 
shoes above a year. He was daily more 

H 3 



154 CONQUEST OP FLORIDA. 

and more sensible, also of the loss he had 
sustained in the death of Juan Ortiz. The 
young Indian of Cofachiqui^ who succeeded him 
as interpreter^ made continual blunders as to 
the nature of the country, the rivers, routes 
and distances, and there was danger through his 
misinformation, that the army might be led into 
difficulties, and become perplexed or lost in 
the vast and trackless wildernesses they had to 
traverse. 

De Soto bitterly repented having aban- 
doned his original plan of joining his ships 
and establishing b colony on the shores of 
Achusi. Being now too far from the sea to 
attempt reaching it by a direct march, he 
resolved to give over his wandering in the 
interior, make the best of his way to the Mis- 
sissippi, and choose some suitable village on 
its banks for a fortified post, where he might se- 
curely estabhsh himself, He, moreover, deter- 
mined to build two brigantines, in which some 
of his most confidential followers might descend 
the river, carry tidings of his safety to his wife 
and friends in Cuba, and procure reinforce- 
ments of men and horses, together with a sup- 
ply of flocks, herds, seeds, and everything else 
necessary to colonize and secure the posses*^ 
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sion of the vast and fertile country he had 
overrun.* 

As soon as the spring was sufficiently ad- 
vanced, therefore, De Soto broke up his winter 
cantonment at Utiangue, and set out in a direc- 
tion for the Rio Grande, or Mississippi. He 
had received intelligence of a village called 
Anilco, situated on the banks of a great river 
which emptied into the Mississippi ; and to- 
wards that village he shaped his course. 

After quitting Utiangue, he spent ten days 
at a village near the same river which pass- 
ed by Cayas and Utiangue,t ii^ the pro- 
vince of Ayas. During his stay there, a boat 
was constructed, in which the army crossed 
the stream, but were detained four days on its 
banks by snow and bad weather. They then 
journeyed through a low country, cut up by 
ravines, and perplexed with swamps. It 
was toilsome marching for the infantry. The 
troopers, were always up to the stirrup, some^ 
times to die knees in water, and now and then 
obliged to swim their horses. 

At a town called Tultelpina, they were 

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 28. Garcllaso de la Vega, 

lib. 5. 1. c. 3. 

t Supposed to be the Arkansas. 
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checked in their march by a lake^ which emp- 
tied itself into a river. The waters were high 
and turbulent. De Soto ordered one of his 
captains to embark in a canoe with five men 
and cross the lake. The impetuous current 
overturned the frail bark : some of the men 
clung to it, others to the trees that were stand- 
ing in the water; but one, Francisco Bastian, 
a Spaniard of rank, was unfortunately drowned. 
De Soto then sought in vidn to discover a 
route along the borders of the lake. At length, 
at the suggestion of two Indians of Tultelpina, 
he caused light rafts to be made of reeds and 
the wood^-work of houses, and in this way 
transported his army across.* 

Urging their way forward, tiie Spaniards ar- 
rived at the province of Anilco, and penetrated 
about thirty leagues, passing several villages, 
until they reached the principal one, which 
gave its name to the district. It was situated 
in an open country, on the banks of a copious 
stream, and contained about four hundred spaci- 
ous houses, built roimd a square. The residence 
of the Cacique, as usual, was posted on a high 
artificial mound. The country was so weU 

* Portuguese Relation^ c. 28. 
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peopled that there were several other villages 
in sight, and such quantities of maize^ fruits^ 
and pulse of various kinds, that the Spaniards 
pronounced it the most fertile and populous 
country they had met with except Coza and 
Apalachee. 

On the strangers' approach the inhabi- 
tants made some show of resistance and skir- 
mished slightly; but this was only to cover the 
retreat of their wives and children across the 
river on rafts and in cahoes» Some few were 
taken before they could embark. Many more 
who had not been able to escape, were found in 
the village. 

Soon after the Governor had taken up his 
quarters in the capital, an Indian of distinction 
attended by a few followers came to him in 
the name of the Cacique with presents of a 
mantle of martin sldns and a string of large 
pearls. De Soto gave the chief of the embassy 
a collar of mother of pearl and some other 
trinkets, with which he went away apparently 
well satisfied. The negociation which opened 
thus favourably ended in nothing. The ambas-*- 
sadors proved to be mere spies sent to ob- 
serve the strangers' force. The Cacique could 
not be induced to enter into friendly intercourse, 
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treating all messengers sent to him with great 
haughtiness and exhibiting signs of determined 
hostility. 

The river that ran by the village of Anilco 
was the same that passed by Cayas and 
Utiangue ; and De Soto was informed that at 
no great distance it emptied itself into the Mis- 
sissippi.* He was told, also, that near the con- 
fluence of the two streams, on the banks of the 
Mississippi, was situated a lai^e village called 
Guachoya, the capital of a populous and fruit- 
ful province of the same name, the Cacique of 
which was continually at war with the Chief of 
Anilco. 

De Soto determined to proceed to this 
province in hopes that the sea might lie 
at no great distance from it. At any rate 
Guachoya might prove an advantageous site 
for building his brigantines and encamping his 
troops. As soon, therefore, as canoes could be 
procured and rafls constructed to cross the 
river, the army resumed its march over a hilly, 
uninhabited country, and in four days arrived at 
of Guachoya. It contained three hundred 
houses and was situated about a bow-shot firom 

* The river is supposed to be the Arkansas. 
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the Mississippi on two contiguous hills^ between 
which was a small plain that served as a public 
square. The whole was fortified by palisades. 
The inhabitants had fled across the Mississippi 
in their canoes taking with them most of their 
effects; but Juan de Anasco foraged the neigh- 
bourhood and obtained a great supply of maize, 
beans, dried fruits, and cakes made of pressed 
plums^ or persimmons. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Meeting between De Soto and the Cacique Guachoya 
— Anasco despatched to discover the sea — Expedition 
by land and water against the Chieftain Anilco, and 
the result. 

1542. De Soto took up his quarters in 
the Cacique's house, which was large and com- 
modious. Four days were passed in nego- 
ciations between him and the Cacique who was 
extremely distrustful of the Spaniards. At 
length the Chieftain's apprehensions were re* 
moved, and on the fifth da,y he visited the 
army. He came with a retinue of a hundred 
warriors decked in savage finery, and bringing 
presents of mantles, deer-skins, fiish and dogSi 



^^^^ 
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The Governor received Ouachoya very cour- 
teously at the door of his mansion, and con- 
ducted him into the great saloon, or hall of the 
building. The Cacique's attendants ranged 
themselves round the apartment among the 
Spaniards, while their Chirf ajid the Grovemor 
held a long conversation through the medium 
of interpreters, concerning the territories of the 
former. 

In the midst of their conversation the Cacique 
happened to sneeze. Upon this, all his atten- 
dants bowed their heads, opened and closed 
their arms, and making other signs of venera- 
tion, saluted their prince with various phrases 
of the same purport — May the sun guard you 
—may the sun be with you — may the sun shine 
upon you — defend you — prosper you, and the 
like; each uttered the phrase that came 
first to his mind, and for a short time there was 
a universal murmuring of these compUments.^ 

Guachoya ate at the Governor's table. 
His followers remained in attendance and would 
not go to their own. repast although' repeatedly 
invited until their Chief had finished; they 
then dined in the soldiers* quarters where a 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, P. 1, Lib. 5, c. 5. 



162 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

general repast was provided. The Cacique 
lodged in a part of his own dwelling with a few 
of his personal attendants ; but at sunset his 
warriors crossed to the opposite side of the river 
and returned in the morning. This they con- 
tinued to do while the Spaniards remained in 
the village. 

One of De Soto's first questions to theCacique, 
was, whether he knew any thing of the sea. 
Guachoya^ however, professed utter ignorance 
of any such vast body of water ; his knowledge 
of the country down to the river did not extend 
beyond a great province called Quigualtanqui ; 
the Cacique of which, he said, was the greatest 
chieftain in all these parts. 

The Governor suspecting his ignorance to 
be feigned, despatched Juan de Anasco 
with eight troopers to explore the course 
of the river and ascertain whether the sea was 
near. De Anasco returned after eight days' 
absence, during which he had not been able to 
advance above fifteen leagues on account of the 
great windings of the river and the swamps by 
which it was bordered.* 

This information determined De Soto to 

* Portuguese Relation, c. 29. 
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build two brigantines at Gauchoya, and to 
establish his projected colony between that 
place and Anilco^ in a fertile country, where 
supplies were to be easily had. In this settle- 
ment it was his intention to remain until the 
brigantines should return with reinforcements 
and supplies. To enable him to pursue these 
plans without molestation, it was important for 
him to conciliate the friendship of the Cacique 
Anilco, whose territories lay adjacent, and who 
would be enabled to render him much assist- 
ance as an ally, but great annoyance as an 
enemy. 

Guachoya, apprehending the Governor's 
inclinations, advised him to return to the 
province of Anilco, offering to accom- 
pany and aid him with his people. As he 
would have to re-cross, the river that ran by 
the village of Anilco, and united with the Mis- 
sissippi, the Cacique offered to supply eighty 
large, and numerous small canoes. These 
would have to proceed seven leagues along 
the Mississippi, to the mouth of the river 
up which they would ascend to the village; the 
whole distance making a navigation of twenty 
leagues. Meanwhile the Governor and Cacique, 
with their forces, would proceed by land, so as 
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to arrive opposite the village at the same time 
with the canoes. 

Arrangements were aooordingly made. As 
soon as the canoes were ready, four thousand 
Indian warriors, besides the rowers, embarked 
in them ; with these, the Governor sent Cap- 
tain Juan de Guzman and his company, to 
command the canoes and keep the Indians 
in order. Three days were allowed for the 
voyage. 

At the moment they pushed off from the 
shore, the Governor set out by land with his 
troops, accompanied by Guachoya at the head 
of two thousand warriors, besides those who 
carried provisions. 

The two expeditions arrived opposite the 
village at the time appointed. The Cacique of 
Anilco was absent, but the inhabitants making 
a stand at the pass of the river, Nuno Tobar fell 
furiously upon them with a party of horse. 
Eager for the fight, the Spaniards charged so 
heedlessly, that each trooper found himself sur- 
rounded by a band of Indians. The latter, 
however, were so panic stricken, that they 
turned their backs and fled in wild disorder to 
the forests, amid the shouts of the pursuers 
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and the shrieks of the women and children.* 
Guachoya now gave full vent to his thirst for 
vengeance. In his alliance with the Spaniards, 
and in advising the General to re-visit this pro- 
vince/he had been actuated, like Casquin, solely 
by a secret desire to revenge himself upon an 
ancient enemy. The province of Anilco and 
that of Guachoya were in continual hostility ; 
but the former had, for some time, obtained 
the advantage, and brought off many trophies 
gained in ambuscades, surprises, and midnight 
forrays ; the mode in which the savages carried 
on their warfare. 

On entering the conquered village, the first 
thought of the warriors of Guachoya was to 
attack the sepulchres of the Caciques. They 
removed the heads of their own countrymen 
stuck round the gate, replacing them with those 
of their enemies. They stripped the sepulchres 
of all the trophies, scalps and banners, taken 
from their nation in battle; carried off the 
relics and ornaments of the dead, threw down 
their coffins, and scattered about their bones, 
as had been done on a former occasion. Then 
scouring through the village, they massacred all 

* Portugaese Narrative, c. 29. 
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they met, being chiefly old men, women and 
children, upon whom they inflicted the most 
horrible barbarities. 

In all this they acted with such fury and 
haste, that the mischief was effected almost 
before De Soto was aware of it* He put an 
end to the carnage as soon as possible, repri- 
manded the Cacique severely, forbade any one 
to set fire to a house, or injure an Indian, 
under pain of death, and quitted the village as 
speedily as possible ; taking care that his In- 
dian allies should first pass the river, and not 
remain behind to do mischief. 

His precautions were all ineffectual. He had 
scarcely disembarked and marched a league for- 
ward, when, on looking back, he saw a great 
:smoke arising firom Anilco, and found that 
several of the houses were already in iltoies. 
In fiust, the warriors of Guaohoya, being de- 
terred firom open hostility, had secretly jdaced 
coals among the straw roofs of the houses. 
These being parched with the summer heat, 
easily took fire, and burst into a blaze. 

The Governor would have returned to extin* 
guish the flames, but at this instant he saw many 
Indians of the neighbourhood running towards 
the village ; therefore, leaving it to their care, 
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he continued his march, exceedingly veKed at 
having his friendly intentions towards Anilco 
thus defeated, but concealing his anger, lest he 
should likewise make an enemy of his crafty 
aUy.* 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, p. 1, lib, S, c. 6. Herrera 
Decad. 7, lib. 7, c. 3. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Difficulties with the Cacique of Quigualtanqui — Illness 

and death of De Soto. 

On taking up his quarters again in the vU- 
lage of Guachoya, Dc Soto set to work with 
his usual energy and perseverance to construct 
the two brigantines. He ordered timber to be 
cut; collected all the ropes and cordage he 
could find in the neighbourhood, to serve 
for riggmg; employed Indians to gather 
resin and gums from pines and other trees, 
and caused all the spikes and nails saved from 
the old piraguas to be put in order, and an 
additional quantity made. He had already, in 
his own mind, selected from among his faith- 
ful and trusty followers the officers and men 
who were to embark in the expedition. With 
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the remainder of his army, amomiting to«about 
five hundred men and fifty horses, he intended 
to await their return. While, therefore, he 
urged the building o£ the brigantines, he made 
diligent search for some fruitful region, where 
he could be sure of subsistence for his army^ 
during the absence of his envoys. 

Having heard much concerning the fertility 
of the great province already mentioned, named 
Quigualtanqui, which lay on the opposite side of 
the Mississippi, De Soto sent a party of horse 
and foot to explore it. The river was here about 
a mile in width, seventeen fathoms deep, and 
very rapid, having both shores thickly inha- 
bited.^ Collecting all the canoes of the vil- 
lage, and fastening the larger, two and two, to- 
gether, he caused the cavalry to be passed 
over in them, while the infantry crossed in the 
smaller. They scoured the province of Qui- 
gualtanqui, and visited many hamlets, espe- 
cially the principal one, containing five hundred 
houses, and immediately opposite to Guachoya. 
The habitations, however, were every where 
deserted ; the inhabitants having fled, or hid 

themselves. The scouting party, therefore, re* 

< 

* Portuguese Narrative, c. 29* 
VOL. II, J 
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turned, without having effected any thing, but 
giving glovnng accounts of the evident fer- 
tility and populousness of the province. 

These favourable reports determined De 
Soto to cross the river with his troops, as soon 
as the brigantines should be despatched, es- 
tablish his head-quarters in the chief town 
of Quigualtanqui, and there spend the summer 
and winter that must intervene before the re- 
turn of his envoys. 

To his infinite vexation, however, a vio- 
lent hostiUty was manifested on the part of 
Quigualtanqui. That Chieftain, being of a 
haughty character and possessing great power, 
was extremely tenacious of his territorial sway. 
He was incensed at the inroad of the Spanish 
scouts, and sent messengers to De Soto, swear- 
ing by the sun and moon, to wage a war of 
extermination against him and his people, 
should any of them dare again to enter his do- 
minions.-*^ 

At an.earher period, a message of this kind 
would have been answered by De Soto by 
an inroad into the Cacique's dominions ; but 
his spirits were gradually fidling. He had 

^ Alonzo de Carmona. — Garcilaso de la Vega, p. 1^ 
b« 5> c. 0. 
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brooded over his past error, in abandoning the 
sea coast until he was sick at heart; and as he 
saw the perils of his situation every moment in* 
creasing, new and powerful eneipies continually 
springing up around him, while his scanty force 
was daily diminishing, he became anjdou/s for the 
preservationof theremainderof his foUowers,and 
determined to avoid all further warfare. He sent a 
messenger, therefore, to the Cacique,^oUci ting his 
friendship. AvaiUnghimself of an Indian super- 
stition with respect to himself, he inforxned the 
haughty Chieftain that he was the aflfspring of the 
Sun ; the luminary which the natives pro&ssed to 
worship; — that as suqh, be bad received tlie 
homage of the Caciques of all the provinces 
through which he had passed ; — and, inviting 
Quigualtanqui to come and pay him similiar re- 
verence, he promised to take him into especial 
fevour and to reward him with inestimable 
gifis. 

Meanwhile, the melancholy which had long 
preyed upon De Soto's spirits ; his inces- 
sant anxiety of mind and fatigue of body, added 
perhaps to the influence of climate, brought on 
a slow fever, which at length confined him 
to his bed. 

In the midst of his illness, he received a 

12 
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reply from Quigoaltanqui, by his own messen- 
ger. The stem warrior observed, that if what 
De Soto pretended were true, and he was really 
the offspring of the Sun, he might prove the fact, 
by drying up the great river; in which case he 
should be ready to come over and pay him 
homage. If he could not do so, he must know 
that Quigualtanqui, being the greatest Chieftain 
in the land, visited nobody ; but received visits 
and tribute from all. If, therefore, De Soto 
wished to see him, he must cross the river to his 
territory. If he came as a friend, he should be 
received as such ; if as an enemy, he would find 
Quigualtanqui and his men ready for battle, and 
resolved never to yield an inch of ground.* 

This taunting reply irritated the harrassed 
spirit of De Soto and augmented his malady. He 
was still more irritated by the information that 
the Cacique was endeavouring to form a league 
of all the neighbouring Chieftains against him ; 
and he dreaded that some new disasters might 
occur to delay if not to defeat his plans. From 
his sick bed, however, he maintained his usual 
vigUance for the safety of his army. The sen- 
tinels were doubled, and a rigid watch main-> 

* Portuguese narrative, c. 29^ 
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tained. Each night the cavabry mounted guard 
in the village suburbs, their horses caprisoned, 
ready for action ; two troopers were constantly 
upon the patrol, alternately visiting the outposts, 
and detachments of crossbow men kept watch 
upon the river in canoes.* 

The schemes, labours and anxieties of De 
Soto, however, were rapidly drawing to a close; 
day by day his malady increased, and his fever 
rose to such a height, that he felt convinced his 
last hour was at hand. He prepared for death 
with the steadfastness of a soldier, and the 
piety of a devout CathoUc. 

He made his will almost in cypher, for want 
of sufficient paper : then calling together the 
officers and soldiers of note, he nominated, as 
his successor to the titles and commands of 
Governor and Captain-General of the kingdom 
and provinces of Florida, Luis de Moscoso de 
Alvarado ; the same whom, in the province of 
Chicaza, he had deposed from the office of 
Master of the Camp ; and he charged 
the troops on the part of the Emperor, and 
in consideration of the virtues of Luis de 

* Portaguese Relation, c. 29, 
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Moscoso, to obey him in the above capadtleili, 
until further orders should be received from 
government. To all this he required them 
to make oath with due form and solemnity. 

When this was done, the dying Chieftain 
called to him, by twos and threes^, the most 
noble of his army, and afler them, ordering 
that the soldiers should- etiter by twetities and 
thirties, he took of all his last fkrewell, with 
great tenderness on his own part, and with niany 
tears on theirs. He charged them to cbnvert 
the natives to die Catholic faith, and aug- 
ment the power of the Spanish crown, being 
himself cut off by death from the accomphsh- 
ment of these great aims. He thanked them 
for the affection and fidelity which they had 
evinced, in fearlessly following his fortunes 
through such great trials, and e^ipressed his 
deep regret that it was not in his power to shew 
his gratitude, by bestowirig upon them subh re- 
wards as they merited. He begged forgiveness 
of all whom he had offended, and finally, en- 
treated them in the most affectionate manner, 
to be peaceful and kind to one^ another. His 
fever raged violently, and continued to increase 
imtil the seventh day, when, having confessed 
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his sins with much humility and contrition^ he 
€aq>ired.* 

Thu» died Hernando- de Soto; one of the 
boldest of the many twave leader,, who figured 
in the first disco verieS) and distinguished them- 
selves in tiie wildnmrfare of the Western World. 
How proud and promising had been the com^ 
mencement of his Cfareer! how humbliB und 
hapless its close ! Cut off in the vigour of his 
days^ for he was but forty-two years old when 
he expired--4ie perished in a strange and savage 
land, amid the din and tumult of a camp, and 
with merely a few rough soldiers to attend him; 
for nearly all were engaged in making prepara- 
tions for their escape fipom the perils by which 
they were beset. 

Hernando de Soto was well calculated' to 



* '^He died," says the Inca Gorcilaso de la Vega, in 
hift Chronicle, "like a Catholic Christian, imploring mercy 
of themoBt Holy Trinity ; relying on the protection a£th& 
blood of Jesus Christ our Lord, the intercession of the 
Virgin, and of all the Celestial Court, and in the faith of 
the Roman Church. 

" With these words, repeating them many times, this 
magnanimous and never-conquered cavalier, worthy of 
great dignities and titles, resigned his soul to God, deserv-» 
ing a better historian than an unlettered Indian/' 
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command the independent and chiyaliicspirits of 
which hisarmywas composed; for, whilehis ideas 
of military discipline were very strict^ and he 
severely punished every breach of military duty^. 
he easily pardoned all other offences. No one 
was more prompt to notice and reward merit of 
whatever kind. He is c^d to have been cour- 
teous and engaging in his manners, patient and 
persevering under difficulties, encouraging bis 
followers by his quiet endurance of suffering. 
In his own person, he was vaUant in the ex- 
treme, and of such vigour of arm, that wherever 
he entered into battle, he is said to have hewn 
himself a path through the thickest of the 
enemy. Some of his biographers have accused 
him of cruelty towards the Indians; but, accor- 
ding to the Inca's account, we find him, in 
general, humane and merciful ; striving to con-^ 
ciliate the natives by presents and kind mes-- 
sages, and only resorting to violent measures 
where the safety of himself and followers were 
at stake. A striking contrast to his humanity 
in this respect, will be presented in the conduct 
of his successor, Luis de Moscoso. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The burial of De Sok) — ^The Cacique sends two young 
Indians to be sacrificed to his manes — What Luis 
de Moscoso said in reply — Disposal of the Governor's 
effects. 

1542. The death of the Governor left his 
followers overwhelmed with grief. They felt as 
if they had been made orphans by his loss, 
as they had looked up to htm as a father : and 
their sorrow was the greater, because they could 
not perform those solemn obsequies due to the 
remains of a commander so much beloved and 
honoured. 

They feared to bury him publicly, and with 
becoming ceremonials, lest the Indians should 
discover the place of his interment, and out- 
rage his remains, as they had done those of 
other Spaniards ; tearing them from their 

I 3 
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graves^ dismembering them, and hanging them 
piecemeal from the trees. If they had shown 
such indignities to the bodies of common 
soldiers, how much greater would they be likely 
to commit upon the body of their general ? Be- 
sides, De Soto had impressed them with a very 
exalted opinion of his prudence and valour; 
and thB Spaniards, therefore, dreaded lest, 
when the Indians discovered that the Spanish 
leader was dead, they should be induced to 
revolt, and fell upon their weakened and di- 
minished army.* 

For these reasons they buried him at 
midnight, sentinels being posted to keep the 
natives at a distance, that the sad ceremony 
might be safe from the observation of their 
spies. The place chosen for his sepulture was 
one of many broad and deep pits, in a plain 
near the village^ whence the Indians had taken 
earth for theiir dwellings. Here he was interred 
in silence and in secret, amid the tears of priests 
and cavaliers, who were present at his mourn- 
ful obsequies. The better to deceive the na- 
tives, and prevent their suspecting the place of 
his interment, they gave out, on the following 

* Pondgtfese Rdation, c. 30. 
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day, that the Goyemor was recovering from his 
malady, and, mounting their horses^ assumed 
an appearance of rejoicing. In order that all 
traces of the grave might be lost, they caused 
much water to be sprinkled over it, and upon 
the surrounding plain, to prevent the dust 
from being raised by their horses. They then 
scoured the plain^ galloping about the pits, and 
over the very grave of their commander ; but 
it was difficult, under this cover of pretended 
gaiety, to conceal the real sadness of their 
hearts. 

With all these precautions, they soon found 
out that the Indians suspected, not only the 
Governor's death, but the place where he 
lay buried; for in passing by the pits, they 
would stop, look round attentively on all sides, 
talk to one another, and make signs with their 
chins, directing, at the same time, their eyes to- ' 
ward the spot where the body was interred. 

The Spaniards perceiving this, and feeling 
assured that the savages would search the w hole 
plain until they found the body, determined 
to disinter it, and place it where it would be 
secure from violation. No place appeared better 
suited to their purpose than the Mississippi ; 
but they first wished to assertain whether there 
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trits sufficient depth of water effectually to hide 
the body. 

Accordingly, Juan de Anasco, and other 
officers, taking a mariner with them, embarked 
one evening in a canoe, under pretence of fish- 
ing; and sounding the river where it was a 
quarter of a league wide in mid-channel, they 
found a depth of nineteen fathoms. Here, 
therefore, they determined to deposit the 
corpse^ 

As there was no stone in the neighbourhood 
sufficiently heavy to sink it, they cut down an 
evergreen oak, and made an excavation in one 
side, the size of a man. On the following night 
they disinterred the body with all possible si- 
lence, and placing it in the trunk of the oak 
nailed planks over the aperture. This rustic 
coffin was then conveyed to the centre of the 
river, where, in presence of several priests and 
cavaliers, it was committed to the stream. They 
beheld it sink to the bottom, shedding many 
tears over it, and commending anew to heaven* 
the soul of the good cavalier« 

The Indians, gtoon perceiving that the Go- 
vernor was not with the army, nor buried, as 

^ tiaixilaso de ]a Vega, part 1. lib 4. c. 8. 
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they had supposed, detnanded of the Spaniards 
what had become of him. The general reply 
prepared for the occasion, was^ th£kt God had 
sent for him, to Communicate to him great things, 
which he would be commissioned to perform so 
soon as he should return to earth. With this 
answer they were apparently contented.* 

The Cacique, however, who believed that he 
was dead, sent two handsome yoimg Indians to 
Moscoso, with a message, stating that it was the 
custom of his country, when any great prince 
died, to put a certain number of persons to death, 
in order that they might attend, and serve him on 
his journey to the land of spirits ; and for that 
purpose, these young men presented themselves. 
Luis de Moscoso replied, that the Governor was 
not dead, but gone to heaven, and had chosen 
some of his christian followers to accompany 
him there ; he therefore prayed the Cacique to 
receive again the two youths, and renounce 
for the future so barbarous a custom. He ac- 
cordingly set the Indians at Kberty on the spot, 
and ordered them to return home ; but one of 
them refused to go, saying that he would not 
serve a master who had condemned him to 

* Alonzo de Carmona and Juan Coles. Garcilaso do 
la Vega> p. l^ lib 4. c. 8. 
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d^adi without a cause, bat would ever follow 
one who had saved his lifts.* 

De Soto's effects, consisting in all of two 
slaves, three horses, and seven hundred swine, 
were disposed of by public sale. The slaves 
and horses were sold for diree thousand crowns 
each ; the money to be paid by the purchaser 
on the first discovery of any gold or silver 
mines, or as soon as he should be proprietor of 
a plantation in Florida. Should neither of 
these events come to pass, the buyer pledged 
himself to pay the money vrithin a year. The 
swine were sold in like manner, at two hundred 
crowns a-piece. Henceforth, the greater num- 
ber of the soldiers possessed this desirable 
article of food, which they ate on all days save 
Fridays, Saturdays, and the eves of festivals ; 
these they rigidly observed according to the 
customs of the Roman Catholic Church.f 

This abstinence they were notable to practice 
before, as they were frequently without meat for 
two or three months together, and when they 
found any, were glad to devour it, without re- 
gard to days. 

* Portaguese Relation, c. 30. 
t Portuguese Narrative, c, 13« 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

The Spaniards commence their march to the westward 
under the command of Luis de Moscoso — Arrive at the 
province of Chaguate^ where they find salt. 

1542. After their first grief for the loss of 
their illustrious commander, many in the army 
began to doubt whether it was really a calamity. 
Some even thought it matter of rejoicing; for 
numbers of officers and soldiers had long been 
disheartened by sufferings and their disap- 
pointment of expectations of golden spoils. 
Nothing but their respect for De Soto and the 
sway he maintained oTer them had prevented 
their abandoning so disatstrous a country. They 
were now in hopes that the new Governor, who 
was devoutly inclined, would choose rather to 
seek rest and repose in some Christian land 
than follow out the schemes of De Soto. 
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Luis de Moscoso immediately called a coun- 
cil to deliberate upon what was to be done ; and 
it was determined by common consent of 
the leading men to quit the country as soon as 
possible. Moscoso requested each officer to 
deliver in his written opinion whether they 
should follow the course of the river or cross 
the country to the westward. 

Juan de Anasco^ the contador, w&s for carry- 
ing out the views and plans of De Soto. He 
not only opposed the idea of suddenly abandon- 
ing the country, but offered to guide the army 
to the frontiers of Mexico:* for he piqued him- 
self upon his knowledge of geography and pre- 
sumed by its aid to deliver his comrades out of 
all their difficulties. 

The proposition of Anasco derived support 
from the recollection of certain rumours which 
the Indians had brought some months before, 
that not fer to the west there were other Spa^ 
niards then pursuing a course^ of conquest. 
These rumours were now received as true ; it 
was therefore concluded that those Spaniards 
must have sallied forth from Mexico to conquer 
new kingdoms ; and as according to the account 
received they could not be far distant, it was 
determined to march with all speed in that di« 
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rection and join them in their career of success* 
ftd subjugation. 

On the fourth or fifth of June, the army set 
out on its marchj under the command of its 
new Governor and Captain-General, Luis de 
Moscoso ; directing its course westward, and de^ 
termined to turn neither to the right nor to the 
left. By keeping in that direction it was con- 
cluded they must arrive at the confines of 
Mexico: not perceiving they were in a much 
higher latitude than that of New Spain. 

A young Indian, sixteen or seventeen years 
of age, finely formed, and having a handsome 
countenance, followed the Spaniards of his own 
accord when they left this province. From 
suspicion that he might prove to be a spy, the 
circumstance was mentioned to Luis de Mos- 
coso, who, ordering the stripling to be brought 
before him, demanded through his interpreters 
the cause of his leaving his parents and friends 
to follow a people whom he did not know? 
" Senor,'* replied he, " I am poor and an orphan ; 
my parents died when I was very young and 
left me destitute. An Indian chief of my na- 
tive village, a near relative of the Cacique, took 
compassion on me, led me to his home, and 
brought me up among his children. When you 
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left the village he was grievously sick and his 
life despaired of. His wife and children deter- 
mined^ in case he died, that I should be 
buried with him alive; because^ they said, that 
my master having cherished and tenderiy lov^ 
me, I must go with him to serve him in the 
world whither he had gone. Now, although I 
am deeply gratefol to him for having sheltered 
and fostered me and love his memory, yet I 
have no desire to share his grave. Seeing no 
other way to escape this death but by seeking 
protection from the strangers, I preferred be- 
coming their slave to being buried alive. This, 
alone, is the cause of my coming.''* 

The Spaniards perceived by this and the in- 
stance already mentioned, that the superstitious 
custom of burying wives and servant* alive 
with he dead bodies of their masters and hus- 
bands, was observed in this region as in all 
others yet discovered in the new world. 

After quitting Guachoya, the Spaniards passed 
through the province of Catalte; then crossed 
a desert country to another province called 
Gfaaguate, where they arrived on the twentieth 
of June. The Cacique had already visited their 

• Garcilasode la Vega, Lib. 5, parts; c. 2. 
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camp during the life of De Soto when qnartered 
at Utiangue, and now resumed a friendly inter- 
course. Near the capital of this province 
they found the natives busily employed in 
making salt at a saline spring. Here the troops 
remained six days supplymg themselves with 
this necessary article. They then continued 
their march westward in quest of the province 
of Aguacay, which €tiey vrete told lay three 
days' journey onward. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Disappearance of Diego de (juzmftn— Cause of his 

desertion. 

1542. On the second day of their march, 
the Governor was informed that one of their 
number, named Diego de Guzman^ was miss- 
ing. He immediately ordered a halt, and en- 
tered into a diligent investigation of the mat- 
ter; apprehending that Guzman might have 
been detained or murdered by the Indians. " 

Diego de Guzman was one of the many 
young Spanish cavaliers, who had joined this 
expedition with romantic notions of conquest, 
of glory and of gain. He was of a good family, 
and rich, and enUsted in the enterprise, with 
costly raiment, splendid armour and weapons, 
and three fine horses. Unluckily, he was pas- 
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sionately fond of play^ and had but too frequent 
opportunities of indulging in it ; for the Span- 
iards while they were encamped^ passed much 
of their leisure in gamblings as is usual with 
soldiers^ and especially with such young adven^ 
turers^ as formed a great part of this band of 
discoverers. 

In the conflagration of Mauvila, all their 
cards being burnt, they made others of parch- 
ment, painted with admirable skill; and, as 
they could not obtain a sufiicient supply for 
the number of gamesters, the packs were lent 
from one to the other for limited periods. With 
these they gambled under trees, in their wig-p 
warns, or on the river banks. 

Diego de Guzman was one of the keenest; 
but a run of ill luck had gradually stripped him 
of all he had brought to the army, or cap- 
tured on the march ; and but a few days pre- 
viously he had lost his clothes, his arms, a 
horse, and a female captive, recently taken in 
a foray. De Guzman had honourably paid all 
his losses, but when he came to part with his 
captive, there was a struggle between pride and 
affection. The girl was but eighteen years of 
age, extremely beautiful, and having conceived 
a passion for her, be put off the winner. 
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with an asBunnce that he would give her up to 
him in the course of four or five days. De 
Guzman who had been seen in the camp the day 
before the march, waa now missing, and the 
girl had disappeared likewise. On hearii^ 
all these circumstances, the Governor con- 
cluded that, ashamed of having lost his arms 
and steed, and unwilling to give up his Indian 
beauty, he had escaped with her to her tribe. 
He was confirmed in this sHispicion, on hearing 
that the female was daughter of the Cacique 
of Chaguate. 

The General now summoned before him four 
Chiefs of the province, who were among his 
escort, and ordered them to cause the Spaniard, 
who had deserted, to be sought out and brought 
to the camp ; telling them, that unless he was 
produced, he should conclude. that the soldi^ 
had been treacherously murdered, and should 
consequently revenge his death. 

The chiefs, terrified for tiu^ own safety, 
sent messengers with speed. These returned 
declaring that De Guzman was at the dwelling 
of their Cacique, who was feasting him and 
treating him with all possible kindness and dis- 
tinction, and that he could not be prevailed 
upon to return to the army. 
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MoscDso refused all credit to this stoiy^ 
and persisted in his surmises that De Gusman 
had been murdered. Upon this^ one of the 
Chiefs turned to the Oo^emor with a proud 
and lofty air. "We are not men," said he, 
" who would tell you fabehoods. If you doubt 
the truth of what the messengers have said, 
send one of us four to bring you some testimo- 
nial of the fact; and if he bring not back the 
Spaniard, or some satisfiictory proof that he is 
aUve and well, the three of us that remain in 
your hands will answer for his loss with our 
lives." 

The proposition pleased the Governor and 
his officers ; and after consultation, Baltazar de 
Gallegos, who was a friend and townsman of 
De Ghizman, was instructed to write to him, 
condemning the step he had taken, and exhort- 
ing him to return and perform his duty as be- 
came a soldier; assmring him that his horse 
and arms should be restored, and others 
given to him in case of need. A message was 
also sent to the Cacique, threatening him with 
fire and sword, unless he delivered up the 
fugitive. 

Next day the messenger returned, bringing 
back the letter of GaUegos, with the name of 
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De 6u£man written upon it in charcoal; a 
proof that he was alive. He sent not a word, 
however, in reply to its contents ; but the mes- 
senger declared that he had no intention nor 
wish to rejoin the army. 

The Cacique, on his own part, sent word, 
assuring the Governor that he had used no 
force to detain Diego de Guzman, neither 
should he use any to compel him to depart; 
but would rather treat him with all possible 
honour and kindness as a son-in-law, who had 
restored to him a beloved daughter. He fur- 
ther declared that he would do the same to any 
of the strangers who might desire to remain 
with him. If, for having done his duty in this 
matter, the Governor thought proper to'^lay 
waste his lands and destroy his people, he had 
the power in his bands, and could act as he 
pleased.* 

Moscoso, seeing that Diego de Guzman 
would not return, and feeling that the Caci- 
que was justified in not delivering him up, 
abandoned all further attempt to recover him, 
and set the Indian chiefs at Uberty, who con- 
tinued, however, to attend him until he reach- 
ed the frontier, 

* Garcilaso de la V«ga« part ] , Lib. 5, c. 2. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

The army arrives at Naguatex-^Have a severe conflict with 

the natives — Imminent peril of two troopers and four 
foot soldiers, and their rescue — Severe treatment of the 
Indian captives — Singular interview between the Ca- 
cique Naguatex and Moscoso — ^The Spaniards per- 
plexed by a phenomenon. 

1542. The next province traversed by the 
Spaniards was named Aguacay, and abounded 
with salt ; they encamped one evening on the 
borders of a lake, the waters of which were 
strongly impregnated with it. The natives 
formed the salt into small cakeS| by means of 
earthen moulds, and used it as an article of 
traffic. At the capital of this province, 
the Spaniards fancied, from the replies of its 
inhabitants to their questions, that they had 
some knowledge of the South Sea ; but it is 

VOL. II. K 
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probable the Spaniards were deceived by the 
blunders of their interpreters. 

After leaving Agoacay, they crossed the pro- 
vince of Maye, and on the twentieth of July, 
encamped beside a pleasant wood on the con- 
fines of Naguatex. They had scarcely come to 
a halt, when a body of Indians were observed 
hovering at a distance. A party of horse im- 
mediately advanced, and dashing into the midst 
of them, killed six and brought two prisoners 
to the camp. They confessed they were a 
scouting party sent by the Cacique to recon- 
noitre the strangers, and that Naguatex him- 
self was at hand with his warriors, aided by 
two neighbouring chieftains. While they were 
yet talking, the enemy appeared in two bat- 
talions, and assailed the camp, but were soon 
put to flight. The horse pursued them, and 
feU into an ambush which had been laid for 
them by two other bands, but these they 
quickly succeeded in routing. 

Two troopers and four foot soldiers, having 
pursued the first 'party too hotly, were sur- 
rounded and assailed on all sides. The troop- 
ers behaved manfully, wheeling round their 
more exposed companions, charging the sa- 
vages with their horses, and keeping them 
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at bay with their spears, at the same time 
calling out lustily for aid. Their cries reach- 
ing the camp, twelve troopers galloped to their 
assistance : the Indians fled at their approach, 
but several were slain and one of them was 
taken prisoner. Moscoso immediately ordered 
that his nose and right arm should be cut off, 
and sent him, thus cruelly mutilated to Nagua- 
tex, with a threat that he would next morning 
enter his country with fire and sword. 

The ensuing day Moscoso pushed forward to 
execute his threats, but a lai^e river intervened 
between him and the Cacique's residence. H^ 
halted oii the banks, and beheld a powerful 
force collected on the opposite side to oppose 
his passage. Not knowing the ford, and 
[^veral of th^ men and horses being wounded, 
he took counsel in his wrath, and drawing 
back about quarter of a league &om the river, 
encamped near a village by a j:;lear and beautiful 
woqd, preferring the open air to any habitation, 
hs the weather was calm and pleasant. Here 
he remained a few days, in-order that his 
troops: might have 4ime to recover from their 
WQunds and fatigues. During his stay, he 
stent a body of horse^' who explored the riverj 
folded it in two places, iii spite of opposi'^ 

k2 
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tion from the natives, and found a populous 
and fruitful country on the other side. 

The Governor, having now had time to 
recover from his anger, sent an Indian with a 
message to the Cacique of Naguatex, offering 
him pardon for the past, on condition of re- 
pentance and submission; but otherwise de- 
nouncing vengeance against him. The message 
had the desired effect. The Indian returned 
with a reply from the Cacique, saying, that he 
would make his appearance next day. On the 
following morning a great number of Naguatex's 
principal subjects came to the Spanish camp, an- 
nounced that their Cacique was at hand, and 
having apparently taken notice of the Governor's 
looks and the disposition of his men, returned 
to their chieftain, who was shortly after seen 
approaching. A large body of his chief war- 
riors marched two and two in front, all weep- 
ing and lamenting, as if in contrition for the 
past. When the head couple arrived in pre- 
sence of Moscoso, the whole band halted, fell 
back on each side, and formed a lane, up which 
the Cacique advanced. Bending in a suppU- 
cating manner before the Governor, he begged 
forgiveness for what he had done, attributing 
bis rash hostility to the bad counsels of one 
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of his brothers, who had fallen in the fight. 
He acknowledged the Spaniards to be immor- 
tal, the Governor invincible, and concluded by 
tendering his obedience and services. Moscoso 
accepted his offered allegiance, dismissed him 
with assurances of friendship, and four days 
afterwards, breaking up his camp, he marched 
to the river side, but was surprised to find it 
swoUen and impassable, although it was sum- 
mer time, and no rain had fallen for a month. 
The Indians, however, assured him, that this 
sweUing of the river often happened without 
rain, and generally during the increase of the 
moon. 

The Spaniards, perplexed at this phenome- 
non, being little acquainted with the great extent 
of these rivers, and the sudden effects of rain 
among the distant mountains and extensive 
prairies where they take their rise, surmised 
that the swellings, during the waxing of the 
moon, might be caused by the influx of the 
sea into the river, although none of the natives 
had any knowledge of the sea. 

At the end of eight days the river had sub- 
sided sufficiently to be fordable. The army 
then crossed ; but, on coming to the Cacique^s 
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capital they found it abandoned. Hie Go- 
vernor encamped in the open fields^ and sent 
for Naguatex to come to him and.fiimish 
him with a guide. The Cacique, however, was 
afraid to venture ^ into thercamp. Upon this^ 
the ire of Moscoso was again kindled, and h^ 
dispatched two captains with troops of horse 
to bum the villages and make captives of the 
inhabitants. The country was soon wrapped 
in smoke and flame, and several natives' were 
captured. The Cacique was again brought 
to terms, and sent several of his subjects 
as hostages, together with three guides who 
understood the language of the countries 
through which the Spaniards were to pass. 
The Governor was pacified, and set forward on 
his march. Such were the circumstances that 
attended the Spaniards sojourn in the province 
of Naguatex*. 

* The name of this province is spelled in the same 
manner (Naguatex) both in the Spanish and Portuguese 
Narratives. It has been identified with Nachitoches, by 
some modern writers, who suppose the Cacique's capi- 
tal to have stood on the site of the present town of 
that name. It appears to the author^ however, that the 
modem Nachitoches lies to the south of Moscobo's 
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route, though it may have been called after the old 
Indian village, situated more to the northward.' It is 
almost impossible to identify any of the places visited 
by the Spaniards in their wild wanderings west of the 
Mississippi. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



Vague tidings of Earopeans to the west — ^Wanderings in 
a wilderness — ^Treachery of an old Indian guide, and 
his fate— The hunting grounds of the Far West. 

1542. The anny now pressed forward,by forced 
marches^ for upwards of a hundred leagues^ 
through various provinces, more or less popu- 
lous and fertile ; but some of them extremely 
barren, and almost uninhabited. The Portu- 
guese narrative of the expedition gives the 
names of some of these provinces, such as 
Missobone, Lacane, Mandacao, Socatino, and 
Guasco. In one province, the Spaniards 
observed wooden crosses placed on the tops of 
the houses, and were struck with the sight of 
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this Christian emblem. They began to flatter 
themselves that they were approaching the con- 
fines of New Spain, and made inquiries in every 
province they entered, whether the inhabitants 
knew any Christian people to the west. Where 
all intelligence had to pass firom mouth to 
mouth, through several interpreters, indiflFer- 
ently acquainted with each other's language, and 
finally to be communicated by an Indian lad^ 
but moderately versed in Spanish, it is easy to 
perceive what vague and erroneous ideas must 
have been imparted. Some of the natives, it 
it is probable, wilfully deceived the Spaniards ; 
others misunderstood the kind of people about 
whom they were inquiring. In this way they 
received tidings, as they thought, of Europeans 
who had been seen farther to the west ; and 
whom they persuaded themselves were parties 
of discoverers making incursions firom New 
Spain. They were elated with the hopes of 
meeting with some of these parties or, at 
any rate, of coming to regions subjugated and 
colonised by their countrymen, where they 
would no longer be in danger of perishing in a 
trackless wilderness, but might choose either 
to abide securely in the new world, or return to 
their native country. 

k3 
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Thus they went on^ from place to place^ lured 
by false hopes and idle tales. When they 
reached places where it had been asserted they 
would come upon the traces of white men^ 
the inhabitants declared their utter ignorance 
of any such people. In a transport of dis- 
appointment^ Moscoso ordered several poor 
savages to be put to the rack. This only served 
to extort false replies^ suited to his wishes^ 
but which led to farther unprofitable wan- 
dering and additional disappointment.* 

The Spanish commander and his followers^ 
moreover, suffered extremely for want of intel- 
ligent and faithfdl guides. Sometimes they 
erred from misinterpretation of the routes, 
at others they were purposely led astray. 
When they had journeyed far to the west, they 
came to a vast uninhabited region, where after 
wandering for many days, imtil their provisions 
were exhausted, they had nothing to appease 
their hunger but herbs and roots. To their 
great dismay, also, they found that an old 
Indian warrior, who had been furnished by a 
Cacique as guide, was leading them in a dircle. 
Moscoso, suspecting his fidelity, ordered him 

* Garcilaeo de la Vega^ L. 5. p. 1^ c. 2. 
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to be tied to a tree, and the dogs let loose upon 
him. One of them sprang upon him instandy, 
and began to shake him. The savage, in his 
terror, confessed that he had been ordered by 
his Cacique to bewilder them in uninhabited 
deserts, but offered to take them in three days, 
to a populous country to the west. Moscoso, 
however, yielding to the impulses of his indig* 
nation at this treachery, again ordered the dogs 
to be let loose, who, ravenous with hunger,, tore 
the unfortunate wretch to pieces. 

Having thus gratified their passion, the 
Spaniards found themselves worse off than 
before, for they had no one to guide them, as 
permission had been given to the other In^ 
dians, who had brought the supplies, to return 
home. In this dilemma, they followed the 
directions of their victim, by marching west>. 
ward; thus giving credit, after his death, to 
what they disbelieved while he was living. 

They travelled three days, suffering exces- 
sively for want of food. Fortunately the forests 
were clear and open; for had these been so 
thick as those which the troops had formerly 
traversed, they must have perished with hun- 
ger before they could have made their way 
through them. Travelling always towards the 
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west, at the end of three days the Spaniards 
descried, from a rising ground, signs of human 
habitations; but on their approach they found the 
country generally barren and the villages aban- 
doned. These differedfrom those they had before 
visited in other provinces, the houses being scat- 
tered about the fields in groups of four and five, 
rudely constructed, and resembling the hovels 
erected in melon-fields in Spain for the accom- 
modation of persons employed to guard the 
fruit, rather than habitable houses. In these ca- 
bins they foiuid abundance of firesh buffalo meat, 
with which they appeased their hunger. There 
were also the hides of many buffalos, recently 
flayed ; but the Spaniards could never meet 
with the living animals. From the abundant 
traces of horned cattle thus found in the habi- 
tations they called this the Province of the 
Vaqueros, or Herdsmen.* 

* It is evident that the Spaniards were on the hunting 
grounds of the Far West — the great buflfalo prairies ; and 
most probably the scattered and slight wigwams thus 
visited were mere hunting camps. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Feats of individual prowess by Indians of the Far 

West. 

1542. The Indians of the Far West have 
always been noted for their gallant and martial 
bearings and their proneness to feats of indivi- 
dual prowess. In their wandering through 
this wild region, the Spaniards witnessed 
frequent instances, two or three of which 
are worthy of especial notice. In the course 
of their march through the province of Los 
Vaqueros, having encamped one afternoon in 
an open plain, the soldiers stretched themselves 
on the ground, while their native attendants 
prepared their repast. As they were thus en- 
joying their repose, they observed an Indian 
warrior sally out of an adjacent wood and 
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approach the camp. He was gaily painted ; a 
bow was in his hand, a quiver of arrows over 
his right shoulder, and waving plumes adorned 
his head. 

The Spaniards seeing him advance alone, 
and peacefully, imagining that he was charged 
with some message from his Caciqne to the 
Governor, allowed him to draw nigh. He 
came within fifty paces of a group of soldiers, 
who were conversing together ; then, suddenly 
fixing an arrow in his bow, he sent it into the 
midst of them. 

Seeing him bend his bow, some of the Spa- 
niards sprang aside, others threw themselves 
upon the ground. The arrow whistled by 
without touching them, but flying beyond, 
where five or six female Indians were prepar- 
ing dinner for their masters,, under a tree, it 
struck one in the shoulders, and passing 
through her body, buried itself in the bosom 
of another ; — bpth fell and expired. . The 
savage then turned, and fled with surprising 
speed to the woods. The Spaniards beat the 
alarm and shouted after him. Baltazar de 
GaUegos, being by chance on horseback, heard 
the shout, and saw the savage flying ; sus- 
pecting the cause, he gave chase, overtook 
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him close to the wood, and transfixed him 
with his lance. Three days after this, the 
army halted for a day in a beautiful plain of 
the same province. During their halt they 
saw two Indian warriors crossing the plain. 
They were fine looking fellows, decorated 
with lofty plumes, bearing their bows in their 
hands, and their quivers at their backs. 
They came to within two hundred paces of the 
camp, and then .began to walk round a large 
nut-tree, not side by side, but circling in oppo- 
site directions, so as to pass each other, and 
guard one another's backs. In this way they 
continued all day, without deigning to notice the 
Negroes, Indians, women and boys who occa- 
sionally passed near them, carrying water and 
wood. 

The Spaniards understanding from this that 
the object of the coming of these Indians refer- 
red to them and not to their own countrymen, 
forthwith reported what they had observed to 
the Governor, who ordered that no soldier 
should go out to them. 

The savages continued their circumvolutions 
waiting patiently as it would seem for some 
of the Spaniards to take up this singular 
challenge. It was near sunset when a com- 
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pany of horse who had been out since morning 
scouring the country returned to the camp. 
Their quarters happening to be near the 
place where this extraordinary scene was act- 
ing, observing it, they asked, ^'what Indians are 
these ?*^ Having learnt the Governor's order 
that the savages should not be molested, all 
obeyed except a headlong soldier named Juan 
Paez, who eager to exhibit his valour, spurred 
towards them. When the Indians saw but a 
single Spaniard advancing to attack them, the 
one who was nearest to Paez stepped forth to 
receive him, and the other retiring placed him- 
self under a tree; thus showing a desire of fight- 
ing man to man, and disregarding the Spaniard's 
advantage in being mounted. The soldier 
charged the savage at full speed, but the latter 
waited with an arrow in his bow until his ad- 
versary came within shot; he then sped his 
shaft. It struck Juan Paez in the muscular part 
of the left arm, passed through it and through 
both sides of a sleeve of mail, and remanied 
crossed in the wound. The arm dropped power- 
less, the reins slipped from the hand, and the 
horse feeling them fall, stopped of a sudden as 
horses are often trained to do. 

The companions of Juan Paez who had not 
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yet alighted seeing his perils galloped to his 
rescue. The Indians not choosing to encounter 
such odds fled to a neighbouring wood, but 
before they coidd reach it were overtaken and 
lanced to death. In this affair the savages cer- 
tainly showed a spirit of chivalry and a punc- 
tilio as to the laws of duel, which merited a 
better return at the hands of Spanish cavaliers.* 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, L. 5. p. 2, c. 4. 



210 OONQUBST OF KiOftlDA. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

The Spaniards come in sight of high mountains to the west 
-^Exploring parties sent out to discover the country — 
— The report they bring back — Moscoso calls a council 
of his officers — ^Their determination. 

1542. After traversing the wild waste of 
country which the Spaniards named the Province 
of Los Vaqueros, they came to a river called 
Daycao, — a favourite hunting resort of the In- 
dians. Great quantities of deer were feeding 
along its banks. Having learned that the country 
beyond was inhabited^ Moscoso sent a party of 
horse to cross the river and reconnoitre the 
neighbourhood. They found a village consisting 
of a few miserable hovels and captured two 
of the inhabitants ; but none of the interpreters 
could understand their language. 
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The Spaniards now perceivinga chain of moun- 
tains and extensive forests to the west, and ascer- 
taining that the country was without inhabitants, 
their hearts began to fail them. The hunger 
and toil they had sdready experienced rendered 
them loth to penetrate those savage regions. 
The Governor, therefore, determined to remain 
encamped and send out light parties to explore 
the country in the direction they were travelling. 
Three bands of horsemen being accordingly des- 
patched each in a different direction, and having 
penetrated to the distance of thirty leagues, they 
found it sterile, thinly peopled and ascertained 
that these evils would increase the further they 
proceeded. They captured some of the inha- 
bitants who assured them that further on it was 
still more destitute ; the natives neither hving 
in villages, dwelling in houses, nor cultivating 
the soil, but were a wandering people roving 
in bands gathering fruits and herbs and roots 
of spontaneous growth, depending occasion- 
ally upon hunting and fishing for subsistence, 

and passing from place to place according as 
the seasons were favourable to their pursuits.* 

* This description answers to the character and habits 
of the Pawnees, Comanches, and other tribes of the Far 
West. 
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At the end of fifteen days the exploring par- 
ties had all returned to the camp bringing nearly 
the same accomits. Their united reports em- 
barrassed the Oovemor not a little. To pro- 
secute his march to New Spain through such 
a country as that described would be to run 
the risk of losing himself and his troops in bar- 
ren and trackless deserts. Recollecting what 
had been related by Alvar Nunez of tribes of 
Indians which he had met with unsettled in their 
abodes, wandering about like the wild Arabs, 
feeding on roots and herbs and the produce of 
the chase, Moscoso fancied that similar savage 
hordes roved about the country before him. 
Indeed it was probable that all the rumours he 
had heard of Christians seen by the Indians 
might relate to Alvar Nunez and his com- 
panions, who on their way to New Spain after 
their shipwreck with Pamphilo de Narvaez had 
passed as captives firom tribe to tribe in tra- 
versing these lands. It is true they kept near 
the sea coast far to the south of the track of 
Moscoso, but the fame of such wonderful stran- 
gers might have penetrated to the interior ; for 
reports are carried to vast distances among 
Indian tribes. The crosses also observed 
by Moscoso in one of the provinces through 
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which he had passed, might have been put up 
by the natives as talismans^in consequence of the 
fame of apparently miraculous cures performed 
by Alvar Nunez and his men, who always car- 
ried a cross in their hands, and made the sign 
of the cross over their patients. 

The delusive reports, therefore, of Christians 
to the West which had encouraged the Spa- 
niards to proceed, had now died away. They 
had nothing but savage wastes before them, in- 
fested by a barbarous people with whom it was 
impossible to keep up a friendly understanding 
for want of interpreters. It was already the be- 
ginning of October; if they lingered much 
longer the rains and snows of winter would cut 
oflF their return and they might perish with cold 
and hunger. Moscoso was weary in soul and 
body, and longed to be in a place where his 
sleep might not be broken by continual alarms. 
CalUng a council of his officers, he proposed 
that they should give up all farther progress to 
the west, make the best of their way back to the 
Mississippi, build vessels there and descend that 
river to the ocean. 

The proposition was by no means reUshed 
by some, who notwithstanding all their suffer- 
ings and disappointments had stiU a lingering 
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hope of findingacQuntrysufficienlily rich to repay 
them for all their toils. They represented that 
Alvar Nunez Caboza de Vaca had told the Em- 
peror of his having visited a district where cotton 
grew,and where he saw gold, silver and precious 
stones; it was consequently evident they had 
not yet come to those regions of which Alvar 
Nunez spoke, but might do so by keeping for- 
ward. Besides they had actually met with cot- 
ton mantles and Turquoises at a province called 
Guasco, and had understood from the natives 
that these were brought from a country to the 
west; which was doubtless the country that Al- 
var Nunez had spoken of. They were, therefore, 
for persisting in their perilous march west- 
ward ; nay, some of them declared they would 
rather perish in the wilderness than return beg- 
gared and miserable to Europe from an expedi- 
tion undertaken with such high and vaunting 
anticipations. 

More prudent councils, however, prevailed, 
and after much deliberation it was determined 
to retrace their steps to the Mississippi. 

NoTB. — ^The xnarcli of Moscoso west of the Mississippi 
has been given from the Spanish and Portuguese accounts ; 
but they vary so much on some points, and are so vague 
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on others ; the regions to which they relate are so vast, 
and, until very recently, were so little known, that it is next 
to impossible to trace the wanderers' route with anything 
approaching to precision. They evidently traversed the 
hunting grounds of the Far West, the range of the buffiBLlo, 
and got upon the upper prairies, which, in many parts, 
are little better than deserts. The river Decayo, which 
is only mentioned by the Portuguese Narrator, has been 
supposed to be the ' Rio del Oro' of Cabeza de Vaca. He 
makes them return from the banks of this river ; but the 
Spanish Historian affirms, that they saw great chains of 
mountains and forests to the west, which they understood 
were uninhabited. It has been conjectured that these 
were the skirts of the Rocky Mountains. As, according 
to the Portuguese account, the Spaniards departed from 
the banks of the Mississippi for the Far West, on the fifth 
of June, and did not get back until the beginning of Decem- 
ber, they were six months on this march and countermarch, 
which, with all their halting, would give them time to pene- 
trate a great distance into the interior. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Harrassing march of the Spaniard8--The trooper— His 
misadventure. 

1542. Thb Spaniards had now a long and 
dreary march before them, with no favorable 
prospect to cheer them on, and a country to 
traverse, the savage inhabitants of which had 
been rendered hostile by their previous invasion, 
and its recourses laid waste by their foraging 
parties. They endeavoured, as much as pos- 
sible, to remedy these disadvantages by altering 
their course towards the south, so as to avoid 
the desolate tracts which they had recently 
traversed, and in hopes of finding regions more 
abundant in provisions. 

They travelled by forced marches, taking 
every precaution not to provoke the natives ; 
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the latter, however, were on the alert, and ha- 
rassed them at all hours of the day and night. 
Sometimes the Indians concealed themselves in 
woods, by which the Spaniards had to pass ; in 
the more open country they lay on the ground 
covered by tall grass and weeds, and as the 
soldiers, seeing no enemy, came carelessly along, 
the wily savages suddenly sprang up, dis- 
charged their arrows, and immediately made 
their escape. 

These assaults were so frequent, that one 
band was scarcely repulsed by tlie vanguard 
when another attacked the rear, and the line of 
march was often assailed in three or four places 
at the same time, by which the army suffered 
great loss, both of men and horses. In fact, 
in this province of Los Vaqueros, the Spa- 
niards, without coming hand to hand with 
the enemy, received more injury than in any 
other through which they passed : this espe- 
cially happened in the course of the last day's 
march, during which their route was extremely 
arduous, laying through woods, and across 
streams and ravines, and other dangerous passes, 
peculiarly fit for ambush and surprise. Here the 
savages, who were well acquainted with the 
groimd, had them at their mercy,waylaying them 
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at every step, wounding men and horses, and 
the native servants who accompanied the army. 

The last of these assaults happened as they 
crossed a brook overhung with trees and thickets, 
shortly before their arrival at the place of en- 
campment. Just as one of the horsemen, 
named Sanjurge,was in the middle of the stream, 
an arrow discharged from among the bushes on 
the bank, struck him in the rear, pierced his 
cuirass of mail, passed through the muscle of 
his right thigh, then through the saddle tree 
and paddings, and buried itself in the horse. 
The wounded animal sprang out of the water, 
galloped to the plain, and went on plunging 
and kicking to disengage itself from the arrow 
and its rider. 

Sanjurge's comrades hastened to his asr 
sistance. Finding him nailed, in a manner, 
to the saddle, and the army having halted 
close by, they led him on horseback, to hi§ 
alloted quarters. Lifting Mm gently from 
his seat, they cut the shaft between the 
saddle and the woxmd; after which, taking 
oiF the saddle, they found that the injury 
to the horse was slights What sur^sed 
them, however, was, that the shaft, whidii b»tl 
penietrated tbrou^ so many 8ub$tlu»Qes, was a 



mere reed, mth th& e^d hardened in the fire- 
Such wd^ the vigour of arm with which these 
Indian etchers plied timkj^ bows. 

This Sanjurge had e^^yed a kind of char- 
latan reputation ampng the sqldiei^, for curing 
wounds with oU^ w^l> And by c^rtw^ WQrd«, 
which he called a charm. All the oil and wool, 
however, having been burnt at the battle of 
Mauvila, Sanjurge'd i»i!rae«iou« ouvea were at 
an end. His whole surgical skill being confined 
to bis nostrum and charm, he was now fain to 
call in the aid of the surgeon to extract the 
head of an arrow lodged in his knee. This 
caused him so much pain, that he railed at 
the operator for a bungler, swearing that he 
would rather die than be placed again under 
his hands. The surgeon repUed, that he might 
die before he would have anything further to do 
with him. 

In his present wounded state, therefore, San- 
jurge was in a sad dilemma, having no nostrums 
of his own, and the surgeon refusing to visit him. 
At length he thought of a substitute for his 
old remedy ; making use of hog's lard, in- 
stead of oil, and the shreds of an Indian 
mantle, instead of wool, he dressed his wound 
with them, and pronounced his vaunted charm, 

L 2 
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Faith and a good constitution work miracles 
in quackery. In the course of four days San- 
jurge had so far recovered as to resume his 
saddle,gallopingupanddown among the soldiers^ 
whose belief in the efficacy of his nostrum and 
charm became stronger than ever * 



* Oardlwo de k Vega« part 2. lib. 5. e. 5. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Francisco, the Genoese, with several of his comrades lie 
in ambush to entrap the natives — ^Their severe skirmish 
with an Indian, and the result. 

1542. Aftbb quitting the disastrous province 
of Los Vaqueros, the Spaniards continued for 
twenty days, by forced marches, through other 
lands, of which they did not know the name, 
taking little pains to gain information, their 
only object now being to reach the Missis- 
sippi. 

Although they avoided all pitched battles 
with the natives, they continued to be harassed 
by them incessantly. If a soldier chanced to 
wander a short distance from his comrades, he 
was instantly shot. In this manner no less 
than forty Spaniards were picked off by lurking 
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foes. By night the Indians would enter the 
camp on all fours^ and drawing themselves along 
Uke snakes, without being heard, shoot horses, 
and even sentinels who were off their guard. 

One day, when the army was about to march, 
Francisco, the Genoese carpenter, obtained 
the Governor's permission for himself and 
several troopers, who were in want of ser- 
vants, to Ue in ambush at the place of en- 
campment ; the Indies being Accustomed to 
visit those places as soon as the Spaniards 
had abandoned them, to pick up any articles 
the latter might have left behind. 

Accordingly, a dozen horse and twelve foot 
concealtftd themselves in a thick dump of 
trefes, one of their companions climbing to th« 
top of the highest to look out atod give notice 
if any Indians approached. In four saliien 
they captured fourteen of tlwe enemy without 
resistance. These they divided among them* 
selves, two falling to the share of Franciscoj tbe 
shipwright, as leader of the detachmeaort. The 
party would then have rejoined the army, but 
Francisco refused, alleging that hfe wanted 
another Indian, and would not return until he 
htA captured one. 

All the efiTorts of his <N3m)redes to shake thi^ 
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determination were vain. Each offered to 
give up the Indian that had faUen to his 
share, but their leader refused to accept the 
boon. Yielding, therefore, to his obstinacy, 
they remained with him in ambush. 

In a Uttle while the sentinel in the tree gave 
warning that an Indian was near. One of the 
horsemen, the same Juan Paea who had re- 
cently been wounded in the arm, dashed forward 
with his wonted impetuosity, and rode at him 
full speed. The Indian, as usual, taking refuge 
under a tree, Paez galloped close by him 
giving a passing thrust with his lance across 
the left arm at the savage. He missed his 
aim, but his enemy was more successful ; for, 
as the horse passed, he drew an arrow to the 
head, and buried it just behind the left stirrup 
leather. The horse plunged several paces for- 
ward and fell dead. Francisco de Bolanos, a 
comrade and townsman of Paez, followed close 
behind him, attacked the Indian in the same 
way, and failing likewise in his blow, his horse 
received a similar wound, and went stumbling 
forward beside his predecessor. 

The two dismounted horsemen recovering 
from their fall, attacked the foe with their 
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lanoes, while from the other side, a cavalier^ 
named Joan de Vega, galloped towards him 
on horseback. The savage, thns assailed 
on both sides, nished forth from mider the 
tree to encounter the horseman, knowing 
that if he shonld kill the horse, he could easily 
escape from his dismounted antagonists by his 
superior swiftness of foot. 

With this intent, as the animal came towards 
him full speed, he discharged at its breast an 
arrow, which would have cleft its heart but for 
a breast^plate of three folds of tough bull hide 
with which its rider had provided it. The 
arrow passed through the breast-plate, and 
penetrated 'a hand's breadth into the flesh ; 
nevertheless the horse continued its career, and 
Juan de Vega transfixed the savage with his 
lance. 

The Spaniards grieved for the loss of the two 
horses, the more valuable now that their num- 
ber was so much diminished ; but their chagrin 
was doubly heightened when thiey observed 
the enemy who had cost them so dear. In- 
stead of being well made and muscular, like 
most of the natives, he was smaU, lank, 
and diminutive ; his form giving no promise 
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of the energy of his spirit. Cursing their mis- 
fortune^ and the wUfuhiess of Francisco, which 
had caused it, they set forward with their 
companions to re-join the army.* 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, p. 2. lib. 5. c. 5 and 6. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

They pass through the Province of Chaguete^ Moscoso 
despatches a party of twelve troopers after Diego do 
Gazman — Sufferings of the army — Their arrival at 
the Province of Anilco and their despondency — 
Cheered by news of the fertile country of Aminoya 
— Anasco despatched to that province^ and what he 
found there. 

1542. The Spaniards continued their weary 
journey with similar disastrous adventures. 
Fearful of going too far souths and of arriving at 
the Mississippi below the province of Guachoya, 
which was the point they wished to reach^ 
they inclined to the north-east, so as to get 
into the track they had made on their western 
course. 

This led them back through the province of 
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Naguatex^ where they found the villages which 
they had burnt already rebuilt, and the houses 
well stocked with maize. In this province, the 
natives made earthenware of a tolerably good 
quality. 

In passing through the province of Chaguete, 
Moscoso thought of Diego de Guzman, who 
had taken refuge among the natives, and sent 
twelve troopers in search of him; but he had 
received notice of their approach from the In- 
dian spies, and concealed himself. The army, 
in the mean time, were suffering from scarcity 
of food, so that the Governor, seeing Guzman 
was bent upon remaining among his new 
fnends, gave up all further search after him, 
and proceeded on his march. 

The winter now set in with great rigour : it 
was accompanied with heavy rains, violent 
gales and extreme cold ; yet in their eagerness to 
arrive at the termination of their journey, the 
troops continued to press forward travelling aU 
day, and arriving at their place of encampment 
just before nightfall, drenched with rain, and 
covered with mud. They had then to go in 
quest of food, and were generally compelled to 
obtain it by force of arms, and sometimes at 
the expense of many lives. 
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The riven became swollen by the ndn; even 
the brooks were no longer fordable, so that 
almost every day, the soldiers were obliged to 
make rafts to cross them. At some of the rivers 
they were detained seven or eight days, by the 
imceasing opposition of their enemies, and the 
want of sufficient materials for constructing 
rafts. Often too, at night they had no place 
to lie upon, the ground being covered with 
mud and water. The cavalry passed the night 
sitting upon their horses, and the water was 
up to the knees of the infantry. For clothing 
they had merely jackets of chamois and other 
skins, belted round them, which served for 
shirt, doublet and coat, and was almost always 
wet through. They were in general bare legged, 
without shoes or sandals. 

Both men and horses began to sicken and die 
under such dreadftd privations. Every day 
two, three, and at one time, seven Spaniards 
fell victims to the hardships of this journey, 
and almost all the Indian servants perished. 
There were no means of carrying the sick and 
dying, for many of the horses were infirm, and 
those that were well, were reserved to repel 
the constant attacks of a vigilant enemy.r The 
sick therefore, dragged their steps forward as long 
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as they could^ and often died by the way, 
while the survivers, in their haste to pro- 
ceed, scarcely stayed to bury them, but left 
them half covered with earth, and sometimes 
entirely unburied. Yet in spite of sickness 
and exhaustion, the army never failed to post 
sentinels, and keep up their camp-guard at 
night in order to prevent surprise. 

At length they arrived at the fertile province 
of Anilco, the Cacique of which had experi- 
enced such rough treatment from them, and 
their savage ally, Guachoya, on their previous 
visit. They had been cheering themselves 
on their march with the prospect of relief 
in this province, which abounded in maize, 
and of procuring a sufficient supply to sus- 
tain them during the time necessary for the 
construction of their vessels ; to their bitter 
disappointment, however, they found the pro- 
vince of Anilco almost destitute of maize, 
and had the additional mortification of know- 
ing that they were the cause of this scarcity. 
The hostilities they had pursued against 
Anilco, during their residence at Guachoya, 
had deterred the inhabitants from cul- 
tivating their lands; thus seed-time passed 
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unimproyed, and the year had produead no 
harvest. 

Many of the Spaniards, worn out by past 
trials, could not support this new disappoint- 
ment, but gave way to despair. Without a 
supply of maize, it would be impossible to 
subsist through the winter, or to sustain the 
daily and protracted toils of building the ves- 
sels for their departure. Thehr imaginations 
magnified the difficulties before them, and 
painted every thing in the most gloomy colours. 
Howwere they toconstnict vessels fitted to stand 
a sea voyage, destitute as they yrete of pitch 
and tar, of sails and cordage ? How were they 
to navigate, without map, or sea-chart, or 
pilot? — ^how were they to ascertain at what 
place tJie great river on which they were to 
embark, mingled with the ocean? 'Hiey 
sorely lamented having returned from the Far 
West, and given up their project of reaching 
New Spain by land. As to the plan of escaping 
by sea, it seemed as if nothing short of a miracle 
could enable them to carry it into effect. 

Such were the despondings of many; Biii 
indeed, a general gloom prevailed through the 
camp, when they were again encouraged by 
intelligence derived from some Indians of 
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Anilco, w!k> toW them, that, at the distance 
of ttro days journey, on the banks of the 
Mississippi, there were two towns near «ach 
other, in the country of Aminoya, in which 
they wouW probably find maize and other 
provisions in abundance. 

On receiving this cheering intelligence, Mos- 
COSD immediately detached Juan de Anas- 
CO, with u strong party of horse and foot, to 
tisit those places*. They were accompanied 
by -several Indians of Anilco, who were at 
war with those of Aminoya. After a serere 
march of two days, they arrived at the towns, 
which were situated close together, in an open 
country, and surrounded by a creek or ditch, 
filled with water fi:om the Mississippi, so as to 
form an island. 

De Anasco entered the towns without op- 
position, the inhabitants haying abandoned them 
on their approach. To the great joy of the 
Spaniards, the houses were abundantly stocked 
with maize and other grain ; likewise with vege- 
tables, nuts, acorns, and dried firuits, such as 
grapes and plums. In one house they found an 
old woman, too infirm to make her escape. 

* Portuguese Relation, c. 35. 
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She asked them why they came thither. They 
replied, to winter. The old beldam shook her 
head, and told them that was no place for winter 
quarters. Every fourteen years, she said, there 
was such a rise of the great river, as to inundate 
all the surrounding country, and compel theinha- 
bitants to take refuge in the upper part of their 
houses. This, she added, was the fourteenth 
year, and an inundation was to be expected. 
The Spaniards, however, made light of her 
warning, considering it an old wife's fable, 
without reflecting that ancient inhabitants are 
generally the chronicles of local fact. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

The Spaniards arrive at Aminoya — Quarrel between the 
Cacique Guachoya> and the Captain-Generalof Anilco 
— Singular challenge of the latter. 

1542. Having fixed himself in one of the 
towns, De Aiiasco sent advice to the Governor 

of his success, and of the abundance around 

* 

him. Moscoso immediately set oflF with the 
remainder of the army to join him. Notwith- 
standing their prospect of speedy repose and 
good quarters, this was as hard a march as any 
the troops had yet experienced. Enfeebled by 
sickness and famine, they had to traverse seve- 
ral swamps, in a drenching storm of rain, ac- 
companied with a bitter north wind. 

The hearts of the poor way-worn Spaniards 
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leaped within them when they once more came 
in sight of the Mississippi, for they regarded 
it as the highway by which they were to escape 
out of this land of disaster. They entered the 
village of Aminoya as a haven of repose, and 
thanked Ood that they had at length reached a 
spot where they might rest a while from their 
toils. Indeed, had they not at this juncture 
found a seasonable supply, it is probable 
most of them would have perished under the 
extreme rigours and privations of the winter. 
As it was, many reached this place of rest 
but to die. The excitement of the march had 
stimulated them beyond their strength ; when 
exertion was no longer necessary, they fell into 
a lethargy, and, in the course of a few days, 
above fifty expired. 

Among those who had thus survived the 
toils and perils of the march, to perish in this 
place of refuge was, Andres de Vasconcellos, a 
Portuguese cavalier of noble blood, who had 
distinguished himself on various occasions in 
the course of this fatal enterprise. 

No one, however, was more lamented by the 
army than the brave Nuno Tobar, a cavalier 
no less valiant and noble, than unfortunate. 
Having had the misfortune, at the outset of 
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the enterprise, to displease De Soto by the in- 
dulgence of a criminal passion, he had nerer 
been forgiven, although he had repaired his in- 
jtiry to the ]^dj by marriage, and atoned to his 
commander by repeated acts of chivalrous 
bravery. On the contrary,he had ever been treat- 
ed by De Soto with a rigour and disdain, from 
tvhich his great services should have shielded 
him ; nor had he been restored to his military 
rank under that general's successor, Moscoso. 

Seeing the favourable situation of the village 
of Aminoya, and the fruitfiilness of the sur- 
rounding country, the Governor resolved to 
establish his winter quarters, and build his 
brigantines here*. It is true, it was about six- 
teen leagues above the residence of Guachoya, 
where he had intended to winter, but that was 
immaterial; the grand object was attained, a 
secure place on the Mississippi for the con- 
struction of vessels, for his proposed embarka- 
tion. In order to render his position more com- 
fortable and secure, he destroyed one of the 
two adjacent villages, and carried all its pro- 



* Mr. M'CulIoch supposes the village of Aminoya to 
liave been situated in the neighbourhood of the present 
town of Helena^ about thirty miles above the Arkansa. 
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yisions, wood and other necessaries to the 
other. This being surrounded by pallisades, 
he set about strengthening its defences, but 
such was the debilitated state of his men, that 
it cost him twenty days to accomplish the 
work. Being now, however, in good quarters, 
with plenty of food, and suflfering no molesta- 
tion from the natives, they soon began to 
recover from their fatigues and maladies, and 
with the renovation of their strength, their 
spirits likewise revived. 

They now set to work to construct seven 
brigantines for the embarkation of all their 
forces. These were buUt under the superin- 
tendence of Francisco the Genoese, the same 
who on various occasions had been so proficient 
in constructing bridges, rafts and boats, being 
the only person in the army who knew any 
thing of ship-building. He was assisted by four 
or five carpenters of Biscay. Another Genoese 
and a Catalonian, skilled as their countrymen 
usually are in nautical a£fairs, engaged to caulk 
the vessels. 

A Portuguesewho having been a slave among 
the Moors of Fez had learned the use of the 
saw, instructed some of the soldiers in the 
art. He undertook to reduce the timber felled 
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in the neighbouring forests into suitable planks; 
while a cooper who was almost at death's door 
promised j as soon as he should be able to work, 
to make water-casks for the vessels. 

Every bit of iron was now coUected in 
order to be converted into articles necessary 
for the construction of the vessels. Their chains 
were knocked o£f the Indian captives ; even the 
troopers' iron stirrups were given up and 
wooden ones substituted. A forge was erected 
to work up these materials into the necessary 
forms, and thus the whole undertaking soon 
began to wear an encouraging aspect. 

Assistance was also rendered from other 
quarters. Guachoya, the old friend and ally of 
the Spaniards, hearing of their return, came 
with presents of provisions and renewed his 
former intercourse. The Cacique Anilco also, 
taught by the severe treatment he had brought 
upon himself by former hostility, now sent his 
Captain-General with a numerous retinue en- 
treating the Governor's friendship and plead- 
ing ill-health as an excuse for not coming in 
person. The Captain-General was received 
with great ceremonyand respect; he was shrewd 
and intelligent, and acquitted himself with great 
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address in his interoounie with the Spaniards. 
He mingled among them familiarly^ acquainted 
himself with their plans and wiahes, and tran«^ 
mitted an acoount of every thing to his Cadque, 
who immediately contributed all the assistance 
in his power. Every day or two came supplier 
from Anilco of fish and other provisions, toji^^e- 
ther with different materiak for the ships, «ueh 
as cordage of various sizes made of grass, and 
fibrous plants, and mantles woven from an herb 
resembling mallows, conlainmg a fibre like 
flax which the Indians wrought into thread and 
dyed of many colours* 

Guachoya emulated Anileo m supplying 
the wanto of the Spaniards^ but fell short of 
him in assiduity. Both Caciques furnished 
numbers of their subjects to serve in the camp 
and to do the rough work of tha ships* 

In ordertocarry on their ship-biuilding:wiJthout 
interruption from storms and inusidali^i>s^.tiie 
Spaniards eiscted four lai^ buildings^ Within 
these both officers and men toilod widios^.dis'- 
tinction, sawing planks, twistiitg fiordage^insJ^k^ 
oars, and hammering out iron« The ovif 
pride shown was in striving who «hc^uki do.th^ 
most work. 

The cordage furnished by Anilco was made 
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into rigging and cables, and when this was 
not sufficient, the rinds of mulberry trees 
were substituted. The Indian mantles when 
sound and entire were formed into sails, the 
old ones being picked into shreds to caulk the 
vessel^. For this latter purpose also use was 
made of an herb resembUng hemp, called Ene- 
quen ; and in place of tar, the seams were payed 
with the rosin and gum of various trees and 
with an unctuous kind of earth. 

During the whole winter, the Captain-General 
of Anilco was continually with the Spaniards, 
officiating as the representative of his Cacique, 
mingling in all their concerns, administering to 
their wants, and seemingly taking as much in- 
terest in their plans as if they had been his own« 
His important services and the hearty good will 
with which they were rendered, made him so 
popular with both officers and soldiers, that I^ 
received on all occasions the same honours as 
would have been paid to his Cacique. 

All this awakened the je^usy and anger of 
Guachoya. He h^d secretly sought to revive 
former hostilities between tibe Spaniards and 
Anilco, but his ontrigaes had been baffled. 
His spleen at length broke forth in presence of 
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the Govemor and his officers on some new 
honours being paid to the Captain-General, 
whom he represented as a mere servant and 
vassal, base in origin, poor in circumstances, 
and remonstrated with the Spaniards for paying 
more respect to a nmn of such mean condition 
than to a powerful chieftain. 

The General of Anilco listened with a calm, 
unchanging countenance until Guachoya had 
finished j then asking permission of Moscoso, 
he replied with generous warmth, showing his 
honourable descent from the same ancestors as 
his Cacique, and his high standing, being second 
only to his chieftain and commander of his 
forces. He reminded Guachoya of victories 
which he had gained over his father, himself, 
and his brothers, all of whom he had at dif- 
ferent times had in his power and treated mag- 
nanimously; finally, as a mortal trial of prowess, 
he challenged Guachoya to enter alone into a 
canoe, that he would enter into another, and then 
each should launch his boat into the Missis- 
sippi. The abode of Guachoya lay several leagues 
down the river, that of the General of Anilco 
as far up the tributary stream which entered 
into the Mississippi. The challenger proposed 
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that he who should sumve the mortal struggle 
of the voyage and navigate his canoe to his 
home should be declared victor. 

The Captain-General of Anilco concluded 
his indignant speech, but Guachoya neither 
accepted the challenge nor answered a word, 
but remained with confused and downcast 
countenance. From that time forward Anilco's 
General was held in higher estimation than 
ever by the Spanish army.* 

* Garcilaso de la Vega, Lib. 5, p. 2, c. 10 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

The league of the Caciques against the Spaniards — Gon- 
zalo Silvestre roughly handles an Indian — How the 
designs of the hostile Caciques were frustrated. 

1543. While the Spaniards were diligently 
employed in building their brigantines, the na- 
tives of the surrounding provinces were plotting 
their destruction. On the opposite side of the 
Mississippi^ a few leagues below Aminoya, ex- 
tended the vast^ fruitful, and populous pro- 
vince of Quigualtanqui ; — ^the same which had 
been visited by a scouting party dispatehed by 
the late Hernando De Soto during his halt at 
Guachoya ; on which occasion the reader may 
recollect several taunting messages were sent by 
the Cacique to the Governor. The Cacique of 
Quigualtanqui was young and warlike; beloved 
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throughout his extensive dominions and feared 
by his neighbours on account of his great 
power. 

Retaining his former enmity to the Spa- 
niards, he learnt with alarm that they were 
again in his neighbourhood and building large 
barks, which might give them the command of 
the river, or enable them to quit the country 
and return in greater force to conquer it. He 
consequently, sent envoys to the neighbouring 
Caciques on both sides of the river, and a 
league was formed to combine their forces at a 
certain time for a general assault upon the 
Spaniards. 

The Cacique of Anilco was invited to enter 
into the league, but he remained true to his 
christian allies, and sent the Governor secret 
intelligence of the conspiracy. Moscoso immedi- 
ately ordered additional guards to be stationed 
about the camp, patrols to be kept up night and 
day, and vigilant watch maintained over those 
places where the arms and ammunition were de- 

t posited. Envoys arrived at all hours of the day 

and night from the Cacique of Quigualtahqui 
and his allies, bearing offers of friendship 
and various presents. The Governor per- 

^ ceived by their roving about the camp, and 

m2 
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taking note of every thing, that they were mere 
spies, he therefore gaye orders, that no Indian 
should be admitted into the village by night ; 
these orders, however, were disregarded. 

One night, Gonzalo Silvestre, with a com- 
rade, was on duty at one of the gates. He 
was just recovering from severe illness, and 
still feeble. About mid-watch, in the clear 
moonUght, he saw two Indians approaching, 
with bows and arrows in their hands, and lofly 
plumes upon their heads. They advanced 
towards the gate across a fallen tree, which 
served as a bridge over the fosse. Silvestre, 
who knew the Governor's orders and the 
lurking treachery which surrounded them, felt 
his blood boil at sight of these intruders. 
" Here are two savages,'^ said he to his 
comrade ; " how dare they come at night, 
in defiance of the Governor's prohibition. By 
the mass, the first that enters this gate shall 
feel the edge of my sword.'^ 

His comrade begged him to leave the Indian 
to him, as he was strong and well, and Silves- 
tre but feeble. " By no means," replied the 
other, ^^ I am strong enough to give these im- 
pudent savages a lesson.^' 

The Indians drew nigh, and finding the gate 
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open, entered without hesitation. In an in^ 
stant, Silvestre gave the foremost a blow in the 
face with his sword, and felled him to the 
earth. The savage recovered himself, snatch- 
ed up his bow and arrows, and plunging into 
the fosse, swam to the other side. His com- 
panion sprang over the fallen tree, and leaping 
into his canoe, made the best of his way across 
the Mississippi, 

At sunrise, four native warriors appeared in 
the camp, complaining in the name of all the 
neighbouring Caciquets of this violation of the 
peace existing between them, and demanding 
that as the wounded Indian was a warrior of 
rank, the soldier who struck him should be put 
to death. A similar embassy was repeated at 
noon, and in the evening a third announcing 
that the warrior had died of his wound. 

Luis de Moscoso gave evasive and haughty 
replies to the ambassadors, which greatly in- 
censed the chieftains of the league. They 
concealed their rage, however, consoling them- 
selves with the idea that the day of vengeance 
was at hand. In the mean time, each Ca- 
cique assembled his warriors, and prepared 
for a signal blow. Their plan was to burst 
suddenly upon the Spaniards, and massacre 
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every one of tihem. Should they fail in 
this, they proposed setting fire to the hulks of 
the vessels, and thus preventing their departure. 
They might then, as< they imagained, extermi- 
nate their foes by degrees; for they were 
aware of their diminished numbers, and that 
but few horses, the chief objects of their terror, 
survived :*-above all, they knew that tiie brave 
Hernando de Soto was no more. 

The Spaniards were aware that the mo- 
mentous day was at hand : for some of the 
spies whd visited the camp had comforted 
the captives with assurances of speedy deli- 
verance and revenge;— all which the native 
women had revealed to their masters. Added 
to this, as the nights were still and serene> they 
could hear the murmuring sound of Indian 
gatherings on both sides of the river, and see 
the camp-fires gleaming in different directions. 
., .When this storm of war was about to burst 
upon the Spaniards, there came on a sudden 
rising of the waters. The prediction of the old 
Indian woman was verified. Although there 
had been no rain for several weeks, yet the 
Mississippi, in the month of March, sweDed 
above its banks, and inundated the country for 
several leagues. The green fields and forests 
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were transformed into a broad sea, — the 
branches and tops of the trees rising above 
the surface^ and canoes gliding between 
them in every direction. The town in which 
the Spanish army was quartered, stood on a 
rising ground, yet the water rose to the lower 
stories of the houses, and obliged the troops to 
take refuge in the garrets, or on sheds erected 
on strong piles! They had to quarter their 
horses in the same manner ; and for some time 
it was impossible to go abroad, except in 
canoes, or on horseback, when the water reached 
the rider's stirrups. It was in consequence 
of these inundations, says the Spanish his- 
torian, that the Indians built their villages 
on high hills, or artificial mounds. The houses 
o^ the chieftains were often erected upon piles, 
wilii upper floors, wjiere they might take reftige 
from the freshets. 

« 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

The Caciques of the League again prepare to attack the 
Spaniards — ^An Indian spy — ^A plot detected — Final 
preparations of Moscoso and his followers. 

1543. The swelling of the Mississippi and 
inundation of the surrounding country, dis- 
persed the hordes of savages, and forced them 
to take refuge in their -villages. The Caciques, 
however, did not abandon their design, but 
maintained an appearance of friendship, sending 
repeated messages and presents. Moscoso, or- 
dered a vigilant watch to be kept about the vil- 
lage, and especially over the brigantines, per- 
mitting no Indians to approach them in their 
canoes, through fear of some treacherous inten- 
tion. 

The swooUen river subsided as slowly as it 
had risen, and it was two months before it 
shrank within its natural channel. As soon as 
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the surface of the country was sufficiently dry, 
the Caciques again collected their forces for the 
premeditated attack. 

Anilco's General gave the GoTemor warn- 
ing of their movements, and offered to bring 
a large force of Indians to assist him; but 
Moscoso declined his offer, lest the services 
of this generous chief should embroil him with 
his neighbours, after the Spaniards' departure. 

Anxious to procure particular information of 
the conspirators' plans, Moscoso ordered a 
native, who was loitering about the town, and 
whom he suspected to be a spy, to be put to 
the rack. This is always a sure mode of 
forcing round assertions, whether true or 
false. The savage, under torture, declared that 
twenty Caciques of the neighbourhood were 
about to attack the camp with a large army :— 
that, to put the Governor off his guard and 
conceal their own treachery, they were to send 
a present offish three days before the attack, 
and another on the appointed day ; that the 
Indians who brought the fish, having first 
joined such of their countrymen as served 
in the camp, were to seize upon all weapons at 
hand, and set fire to the houses ; — at the sight 
of the flames^ the Caciques, with their troops, 

M 3 
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were to rash from the places where they lay 
in ambush, and in the height of their confu- 
sion, assail the Spaniards on all sides. 

The Governor, having heard this story, or- 
dered the Indian to be kept in chains. On the 
day mentioned,- thirty natives came into the 
town, bearing presents of fish and messages of 
kindness. The Governor imipediately ordered 
them to be seized, taken aside separately, and 
examined concerning the conspiracy. They at- 
tempted no defence, but made a full confession 
of the plot. Moscoso, with his usual rigour, 
ordered forthwith that their right hands should 
be cut off, and that thus multilated, they 
should be sent back to their Caciques, to give 
them warning that their treachery was dis- 
covered. The stoical savages bore this dreadful 
punishment without flinching; scarcely was 
the hand of one stricken off, when another laid 
his arm upon the block. Their patience and 
firmness extorted the pity and admiration even 
of their enemies. 

This sanguinary punishment of their envoys 
^ut an end to the league of the Caciques, who 
gave up their plan of attacking the camp^ and 
returned, each to his province, but with hearts 
bent on further hostility- 
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Guachoya had more than once been sus- 
pected by the Spaniards of secret participation 
in this plot, and had even been charged with it 
by the Indian spy, when under torture. There 
does not, however, appear to have been any 
proof of this ; and, indeed, all these stories of 
plots and conspiracies related by Indians of 
each other, are to be received with great dis- 
trust. The Spaniards, doubtless, were ofl;en 
deceived by their allies, who sought througl) 
their means to cripple their rivals } and they 
brought upon themselves much needless hosti- 
hty by their harsh measures to punish or pre- 
vent imputed treason. 

Moscoso and his o£5[cers^ convinced of their 
perilous situation, thus surroimded by open 
and secret foes, applied themselves assiduousdy 
to complete their armament, and provide stores 
for the voyage. . Guachoya, conscious of the 
late suspicions entertained of him, redoubled 
his zeal in furnishing maize, fish^ and other 
supplies, and Anilco continued his friendly 
offices to the last. Hiroughout all their wan- 
derings, the Spaniards had preserved a number 
of the swine which they had brought with them 
to stock their intended settlement. These 
had, in fact, multiplied during the march, and 
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others which had strayed or been given to 
the Indians, had likewise produced their in- 
crease. The Spaniards now killed those that 
remained, except a dozen and half which 
they retained alive, in case they should yet 
form a settlement near the sea coast, and a few 
which they presented to Anilco and Guachoya, 
The carcasses were then cut up and made into 
bacon for ships' provisions. Of fifty horses 
that remained, they determined that twenty 
of the least valuable should, be killed for 
food. This was a painful alternative, on ac- 
count of their long companionship in danger, 
and the faithful services they had rendered. 
The poor animals were tied to stakes at 
night, a vein was opened, and they were thus 
left to bleed to death. Their flesh was then 
parboiled, dried in the sun, and laid up among 
the sea stores. Canoes were linked toge- 
ther, two and two, to convey the rest, their 
forefeet being placed in one canoe and their 
hind feet in another, and the canoes barri- 
caded with boards and hides to ward off the 
arrows of their foes. 

When the brigantines were ready for service, 
there was such an unusual swelling of the river, 
that the water reached the stocks, on which 
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they stood, so that they were launched with 
great ease. This was a fortunate circumstance, 
for being built of very thin planks, and fasten- 
ed with short nails, they might have bulged 
in being transported overland. These vessels 
were merely large barks, open except at the 
bow and stem, where they had covered decks 
to protect the sea stores. Bulwarks of boards 
and hides extended along the gunwales, and 
planks were laid athwart them to serve as 
decks. Each had seven oars on either side, 
at which all the Spaniards, except the cap- 
tains, were to take their turns indiscriminately. 
Every brigantine had two commanders, so 
that in emergencies one might act on land, 
whUe the other remained on board. 

The little squadron being now afloat and all 
ready for embarkation, Moscoso made his 
final arrangements on shore. Two days before 
his departure he took a kind farewell of Qua- 
choya, and the Captain-General of Anilco, send- 
ing them both back to their homes, first making 
them promise to live in friendship with each 
other after he was gone. Next day he dis- 
missed the greater part of those Indians, male 
and female, who had been in the service of 
his camp, retaining such only, of either sex, as 
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belonged to distant tribes, and had followed the 
anny in its wanderings. But not above thirty 
survived, out of a multitude which, from time 
to time, had been captured and reduced to 
servitude in the course of their extensive 
marchings. The rest had perished by degrees, 
under their various hardships. These sur- 
vivors had, for the most part, become at- 
tached to the Spaniards, and moreover, 
dreaded being left among the strange tribes, 
who might enslave and maltreat them."* 

* The Portaguese historian makes the number of In- 
dians thus embarked amount to one hundred. The num- 
ber given by the Tnca is more probable^ both narratives 
having previously stated that the greater part of those 
Indians who had foliov^ed the army in its last march 
perished before arriving at Aminoya. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Embarkation of the Spaniards upon the Mississippi — A 
grand concerted attack by a large fleet of canoes, 
and how the Spaniards fared — Gonzalo Silvestre sent 
on shore with a detachment of men for provisions — 
Loss of their horses. 

1543. On the second day of July, the Span- 
iards embarked on board their seven brigantines. 
The largest named the Capitana, was com- 
manded by Luis de Moscoso, as admiral of this 
little fleet. Of that numerous and brilUant host 
which had entered upon this heroic but disas- 
trous expedition for the conquest of Florida, not 
quite three hundred and fifty survived; and 
these were in a most wretched plight: their 
once brilliant armour was battered, broken, 
and rusted ; their rich raiment reduced to rags, 
or replaced by skins of wild beasts. 

The sun was setting as they got under weigh 
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and the gloom of evening seemed an emblem 
of their darkening fortmies. They were aban- 
doning the fruit of all their labours and hard- 
ships, — ^the expected reward of their daring 
exploits, — the land of their golden dreams. 
They had launched on a vast and unknown 
river, leading they knew not whither, and were 
to traverse, in frail and rudely constructed 
barks, without chart or compass, great wastes 
of ocean, to which they were strangers, bor- 
dered by savage coasts, in the vague hope of 
reaching some Christian shore, on which they 
would land beggars ! 

With sail and oar they pursued their course 
all night, and on the following morning passed 
the residence of Guachoya. Here they 
found many inhabitants waiting in canoes 
to receive them, and beheld a rustic bower 
of branches prepared for their reception. 
The Governor, however, excused himself from 
landing, upon which the Indians accompanied 
him in their canoes to where the river di- 
verged into two branches. Then warning him 
that he was near the residence of Quigua- 
tanqui, they oflfered to accompany him, and 
make war upon that Cacique; but Moscoso 
who desired nothing less than any hostile 
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encounter with the natives^ declined their offer 
and dismissed them. 

This little fleet continued its course by the 
main branch of the riyer in which there was a 
rapid current j and in the afternoon hauled to 
shore on the left bank, where the Spaniards 
passed the remainder of the day in a spacious 
wood. At night they again embarked, and 
continued their course. Next morning they 
landed near a village which had been abandoned, 
and took a woman prisoner, who informed 
them that the Cacique of Quigualtanqui had 
assembled all his forces further down the river, 
and was waiting to attack them. 

This inteUigence put them upon their guard, 
but made them ready to suspect hostihties, 
which perhaps were not intended. They had 
not proceeded much ftirther down the stream, 
when, as they were foraging on shore, and 
supplying themselves with provisions, they 
perceived a number of canoes hovering on 
the opposite side, and, as they thought, me- 
nacing hostilities. The crossbow-men imme- 
diately leaped into the canoes that were astern 
of the brigantines, pushed across, and readily 
dispersed the savages. 

No sooner, however, had the crossbow- 
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men retnmed totheir brigantitiesy and the latter 
got under weigh, than the light Iwrka of their 
enemies were again in sight. Keeping a-head of 
the squadron, and drawing up . near a vitlage 
Aat stood on a high bank, they seemed dis- 
posed to make battle. The canoes were again 
manned, the Indians once more dispersed^.and 
I2ie Spaniards landing, fired their village; 
after which, they encamped fox the night in 
an open plain. 

Whatever may have been the previous dis* 
position and intentions of the Indians, they 
had now fear grounds for hostiHty; nor (Md 
they fail to exercise it to the utanoslw On. the 
foUowing morning a powerful fleet of canoes 
was in sight, apparently the combined force of 
tlie hostile Cadques* Some of tiiem were of 
great size, with from fouirteen to twenty-five 
paddles on each side, and canying from thkty to 
seventy warriors. They darted across the 
water with the swiftness of race horses. 

Some of the principal warriors were brilliandy 
painted ; so likewise were their canoes^ both 
within and without. Thepaddlesandrowers,even 
the warriors themselves, from the feet to the 
scalping-tuft, were severally painted of one 
colour. Some were blue, others yellow or white. 
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green^ Tiolet or black, according to the device 
or taste of the chieftain. 

For that day, and part of the next, they fol- 
lowed the Spaniards without attacking them, 
keeping time in rowing by chanting wUd songs 
of different cadences short or long, slow or fast, 
according to the speed with which they de^ed 
to move ; closing each chant with a deafening 
yell, and shouting the name of Quigvialtanqui. 
The burthen of these war-songs^ was the 
chivalrous exploits of their ancestors, and the 
daring deeds g£ their chieftain, by recalling the 
memory of which, they roused themselves to 
battle. Proudly boasting of t^eir own valour, 
at the same time taunting the Spaniards with 
cowardice in flying from their arms, they 
threatened to overthrow them, and make them 
food for fishes. 

The second day at noon, there was a movement 
^mong the fleet of canoes. Separating into three 
different divisions, and forming a van,, centre, 
and rear, they approached the right bank of the 
river. The canoes in the van darted for- 
ward, glided along to the right of the brigan- 
tines, and crossing the river obliquely, dis- 
charged a shower of arrows, which wounded 
many Spaniards, in spite of their shields and 
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bulwarks. They then wheeled round, and 
recrossing the stream in front of the brigantmes, 
stationed themselves on the right bank. The 
second squadron, composing the centre of the 
fleet, performed the same manoeuvre, and having 
discharged their arrows, returned and stationed 
themselves in front of the van. The rear did 
likewise, and then took up their position in 
front of all. 

As the caravels advanced, the Indians re- 
peated their attack, always returning to the right 
bank of the river. In this manner the savages 
fought with the Spaniards all day, never giving 
them a moment's rest, and interrupting their 
repose during the night by incessant alarms. 

When the Spaniards were first attacked, they 
manned the canoes in which they had secured 
their horses, for the purpose of protecting them, 
as they expected to fight hand to hand with 
the savages. Perceiving, however, the enemy's 
intention to keep at a distance, and. gall them 
with their arrows, and finding themselves ex- 
posed to these formidable missiles, they returned 
to the brigantines, leaving the horses with no 
other defence than the skins of animals, which 
they had thrown over them. 

In these contests, the Spaniards had recourse 
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only to their crossbows, for their arquebusses 
had never been of use since the destruction of 
their gunpowder, at the conflagration of Mau- 
vila, and they had been wrought with other 
articles into iron-work for the brigantines. 
They acted, however, only on the defensive, 
endeavouring merely to keep the enemy at 
bay, while the rowers pUed their oars ; shelter- 
ing themselves as well as they were able 
with bu£falo skins, and shields made of double 
mats, through wliich an arrow could not 
penetrate. 

This harassing warfare continued for several 
days and nights, until most of the Spaniards 
were wounded, and all were worn out with 
fatigue and watching, and the weight of their 
armour. Of the horses, only eight remained 
alive. The savages, at length, desisted from 
their attacks, and hovered at a distance. 

Moscoso imagining they had given over 
all further hostilities, and supposing that 
the sea could not be far off, was desirous of 
procuring a fresh supply of provisions. Ob- 
serving a small village on the banks of the 
river, he sent Gonzalo Silvestre on shore with 
a hundred men and the eight horses, to seek 
supplies. The inhabitants fled with loud yells 
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at the approach of such strange people and 
animals. Silvestre found abundance of maize 
and dried fruits, with various skins, and among 
the rest a martin skin, decorated with strings 
of pearls, which appeared to have been used as 
a banner. While he and his party were taking 
possession of every thing in t^eir way, they 
heard the trumpet sounding their recall. 
Hurrying to the river bank, they beheld a 
fleet of canoes pulling towards them with all 
speed, while a band of Indians were running 
to cut them off by land. Springing into 
their canoes, they pulled with desperate 
exertions to the brigantines, abandpning the 
horses to their fate. The savages turned to 
vent their fury upon the latter. The gallant 
cofeatures defended themselves by kicking and 
plunging, and some of the Indians were so fright- 
ened at what they took fo^ ferocious monsters 
that they leaped into the water; the rest, how- 
ever, hunted the poor horses like so many deer, 
transfixed them with their arrows, and finally 
destroyed them. 

Thus miserably perished the remnant of the 
tibiree hundred and fifty noble steeds which Jbad 
entered Florida in such gprgeous array. As 
the Spaniards beheld these faithful animals 



OONQUBST OF FLORIDA. 263 

slaughtered before their eyes, without being 
able to aid them, they shed tears as though 
the horses had been their own children*. 

* Garcilaso de ia Vega. L. 6. c. 5. Portuguese Rela- 
tion, c. 38, 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

CoDtinaatioii of the voyage down the Mississippi-— The 
foolhardy exploit of Estevan Aiiez — ^The feat of Pedro 
Moron, the half-breed— Uncertain fate of De Guzman. 

1543. The Indians continued to follow at 
some distance in the rear of the Spaniards^ 
attacking any of their vessels that lagged 
behind, until the sixteenth day of their harass- 
ing voyage. 

On board one of the brigantines was a soldier 
named Estevan Aiiez. He was of low birth, 
but had joined the expedition as a trooper. 
His steed, though of sorry appearance, 
being tough and strong, was among the 
last that perished. Owing to his being mounted, 
Anez had been engaged in some of the most 
perilous services of the expedition, and though 



CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 265 

he had never performed any thing of note, had 
gained the reputation of a gallant man, which 
added to his. natural rusticity and narrow 
spirit, had rendered him weak and vain-glorious. 
This day he got into a canoe, attached to 
the stem of the brigantine, under pretence of 
speaking with Moscoso, but in reality on 
a hair-brained project. He induced to join him, 
five young cavaliers of buoyant spirits and 
daring valour, promising them some brilliant 
exploit. One of them, Carlos Enriquez, scarcely 
twenty years of age, graceful in form, and with 
a countenance of extreme beauty, was the 
natural son of Don Carlos Enriquez, who fell 
bravely fighting in the battle of Mauvila. 

Estevan Anez, with these five gallant 
youths, pulled directly for the Indian fleet 
that stretched across the river in the rear. The 
Governor, witnessing this mad fireak, ordered 
the trumpets to sound a recall. The captains 
of the brigantines likewise shouted and made 
signs for them to return. The louder they 
shouted, the more obstinate and vain-glorious 
Estevan Anez became and instead of returning, 
he made signs for the brigantines to follow 
him. When Luis de Moscoso beheld the 
stubbornness of this madman, he despatched 
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forty-six Spaniards after him in three canoes, 
vowing to hang him the moment he should be 
brought back. Juan de Guzman^ the com- 
mander of one of the brigantines, was the first 
to leap into a canoe, followed by his friend 
Juan de Vargas. Guzman prided himself upon 
his skill in managing a canoe, and resisted the 
entreaties of his friends that he would remain 
in the brigantine. 

The savages perceiving the Spaniards' ap^ 
proach, made a retrograde movement for the 
purpose of leading them away from the brigan- 
tines, which, having furled their sails, were 
pulling slowly against the current to support 
them. Estevan Anez, however, being blinded by 
his vanity, instead of mistrusting the enemy^s 
designs, was deceived by this stratagem, and 
pulled with redoubled might towards them, 
crying, " They fly ! they fly ! at them ! at 
them !" The other three canoes increased their 
efforts, likewise hoping either to detain him 
or give him succour. 

The Indians having allowed their foes to 
draw nigh, altered the disposition of their 
forces, the centre retreating, so as to form a 
half moon, and thus luring the Christians into 
the midst of them* They then assailed them 
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furiously in front and flank. Some leaped into 
the water and overturned the canoes of the 
Spaniards^ many of whom were carried down 
by the weight of their armour and drowned. 
Some who kept themselves up by swimming 
were shot with arrows^ or struck over the head 
with paddles^ and others who clung to the 
overturned canoes were beaten oflF. In this 
manner, without being able to make the least 
defence, forty-eight Spaniards miserably pe- 
rished. Four alone escaped. One was Pedro 
Moron, the half-breed, who was an expert 
swimmer, and exceedingly skilful in the ma- 
nagement of a canoe ; he had fallen into the 
river, but with great dexterity and strength, 
recovered his bark and made his escape, bear- 
ing off with him three other soldiers. One of 
them, named Alvaro Nieto, fought alone, and 
kept the savages at bay, whilst Pedro Moron 
guided the canoe ; but neither the prowess and 
valour of the one, nor the dexterity and skill 
of the other would have availed, had not the 
brigantine of Juan de Guzman fortunately 
been near. This bark was in advance of the 
rest, the crew having made greater exertion, 
aware that their much-loved leader was in the 
midst of the affrays thus they rescued four of 
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their comrades. Another Spaniard^ Juan Ter- 
ron^ reached the brigantine, but as his com- 
panions were raising him out of the water, 
he breathed his last in their arms, being 
pierced with more than fiftj^ arrows. The 
survivors asserted, that they had seen the 
gallant De Guzman borne off by the Indians 
in one of their canoes, but whether dead or 
alive, ihey could not tell. 

Luis de Moscoso once again arranged his 
fleet in order, and resumed his eventful voyage, 
deeply lamenting the loss of these generous 
and valiant cavaliers. 

This was the last assault of the savages, 
who seemed satisfied with this signal blow. 
All the rest of the day, and during the succeed- 
ing night, they kept up continual shouts of 
triumph. When the sun rose on the following 
morning they appeared to worship him and to 
return thanks for their Victory, then raising a 
deafening din of voices, mingled with the sound 
of trumpets, shells and drums, they turned 
their prows up the river and departed for their 
homes. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

The Spaniards reach the Ocean — Disembark on an island 
of drift-wood— Fierce encounter with the natives of 
the Coast — ^They anchor off an uninhabited island. 

1548. The harassed Spaniards began once 
more to breathe freely, when they saw their 
cruel enemies depart. Tliey now reflected 
seriously upon their position. The river had 
expanded until it was several leagues in 
breadth ; thus, when in the midst, they could 
not descry land on either side. The departure 
of the Indians led them to conjecture that 
the sea was near at hand. Keeping the 
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centre of the current, therefore, lest tl^y 
should wander into some deep bay, they conti- 
nued onward, with sail and oar and favouring 
breeze, until on the twentieth day, a broad 
expanse of ¥rater opened before them. On 
their left lay a large island, formed by vast 
quantities of drift-wood swept down the river, 
and piled up by the repercussion of the waters 
from the sea. About a league further was an 
uninhabited island, such as is often found at 
the mouths of great rivers, formed by aUuvial 
deposits. The Spaniards were convinced by 
these signs, that they had reached the mouth 
of the Mississippi, and that the boundless ocean 
lay before them. 

They now steered for the island of drift-wood, 
and found a secure harbour for their brigan- 
tines; for they could lay them beside the 
floating masses of timber, which rose and fell 
with the tide, and, fastening them to trunks of 
huge trees imbedded there, leave them as 
secure as if at a pier head. Here, they 
landed, and overhauled their vessels, to 
repair any damage they might have sus- 
tained, and fit them for the buflFettings of 
the ocean, killed the few hogs that yet re- 
mained alive, and converted them into bacon. 



CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 2/1 

These labours, however, required but little 
time ; the great object in landing was repose. 
So exhausted were they from the constant 
watchfulness they had been obliged to maintain 
for three weeks past, ihat during two days 
they did little else than sleep ; and that so 
profoundly, that they lay about like so many 
dead bodies. 

About noon on the third day, ihcy were 
roused from their repose by the appearance of 
enemies. Seven canoes issued from among 
reeds and rushes, and approaching within hail, 
a gigantic Indian, black as an Ethiopian, either 
from paint or natural complexion, stood up in 
the prow of the foremost, and addressed them 
in a thundering voice. After a brief harangue, 
accompanied by menacing looks and gestures, 
he turned his prow, and followed by his com- 
panions, shot back again among the rushes, 
where, from time to time, other canoes were 
perceived gliding about as if in ambush. 

The words of this black warrior being ex- 
plained, for they were partially understood by 
the Indian domestics, they proved to be insult- 
ing epithets, and threats of hostiUty. Mos- 
coso fearing his enemies might put their 
threats into execution^ and attempt to surprise 
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him in the night, and bum his vessels, det^- 
mined to be before-hand with them, and'«trik» 
the first blow. He accordingly detached, in fi^ve 
canoes, a party of picked men to beat up the 
cane-brake. Among these were twenty-two 
crossbow-men and three archers. One of 
the archers was an Englishman by birth ; 
another had lived in England from his boyhood 
until his twenty-eighth year, and had acquired 
there his skill with the long-bow and the doth- 
yard arrow, for which the English were re- 
nowned. Throughout the expedition these 
two archers had used no other weapon, and had 
been noted for their deadly aim. The third 
archer was an Indian, servant of the gallant 
Juan de Guzman, who had fallen in the late 
battle, whom he had served faithfully on all 
occasions since his master's first landing in 
Florida. 

This detachment was commanded by Gon- 
zalo Silvestre and Alvaro Nieto. They disco- 
vered the enemy's canoes drawn up in battle 
array among the rushes, in formidable num- 
bers. The savages waiting until their foes were 
within bow shot, and, having discharged a 
cloud of arrows that wounded several soldiers^ 
swept in among the rushes, and came to 
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a. second stand. In this way, they shot and 
.wheeled about, and came again to the charge 
like so many horsemen. The crossbow-men 
and the three archers kept up a well directed 
discharge, and galled the Indians excessively ; 
at length the Spaniards were able to come to 
close quarters, overturned three of the canoes 
of the enemy, killed several of the crew, and 
put the whole armament to flight. They, how- 
ever, came out of this afiray very roughly han- 
dled; most of them being wounded, and among 
the number their two commanders. 

Fearing an attack in the night, and that fire 
might be set to the vessels, Moscoso em- 
barked all his forces and made sail for the 
uninhabited island, under the lea of which he 
anchored, in forty fathoms water. All that 
night the Spaniards slept on their arms, on 
board their vessels, ready for action: the 
enemy, however, offered no further molesta- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

A council of officers called to determine upon their fu- 
ture course— They set sail— Aiiasco prevails upon 
them to follow his advice. 

1 543. When day dawned, thie Governor called 
a council of his officers to determine what 
course they should steer. To attempt crossing to 
Cuba or Hispaniola was considered entirely 
out of the question, as they knew not where 
to seek these ports, nor were they provided 
with nautical instruments necessary for such 
a voyage: it was determined, therefore, to 
make for the coast of Mexico, or New Spain: 
in steering towards which, they would have the 
land always on their right, whither they might 
resort as occasion should require. 
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Juan de Aiiasco now stood forth with his 
usual bustling zeal, whenever any important 
measure was to be adopted. He piqued himself 
much upon his knowledge of maritime affairs, 
as he did upon various oiher kinds of know- 
ledge, and declared that, according to maps 
which he had seen, from the place where he 
supposed they then were, the coast bore east 
and west to the river of Palms, and from that 
river to New Spain ran north and south, 
making a considerable curvature. He advised, 
therefore, that they should put out to sea in a 
south-west direction, so as to steer across the 
gulf; by this route they might reach the Mex^ 
ican shores in ten or twelve days, whereas, if 
they kept near the land, and followed the 
windings of the coast, the voyage would neces- 
sarily be prolonged, and they might be over- 
taken by winter before they could arrive at 
a Christian country. To illustrate his ideas, he 
drew upon a piece of parchment, made from 
a deer's skin, a rough chart, according to his 
notions of the coast ; he also produced an 
old astrolabe, which, being of metal, had 
escaped the conflagration at Mauvila, and 
which he had preserved with curious care; 
likewise a forestaff, which he had made from a 
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carpenter's rule. With these to take observa- 
tions and to steer by, he oflFered to pilot the 
squadron across the gulf to die shores of New 
Spain. 

The Governor was at first inclined to adopt 
this council, especially as it was concurred in 
by some of the officers. The majority, how- 
ever, opposed it 5 partly through doubts of the 
nautical knowledge of Juan de Anasco, who 
they knew had but Httle practical experience ; 
partly perhaps, from jealousy of the lead so 
often given to him in services of moment, but 
chiefly because of the real dangers of his pro- 
position. They argued that the brigantines, 
being so slightly built, and without decks, 
would be in danger of foundering in the least 
storm ; — that their peril would be almost equal- 
ly great on the high sea, in calms or head-winds 
from want of fresh water, having so few casks 
to put in, and that it would be the height of 
rashness to attempt to cross a vast and un- 
known gulf without a compass to steer by, 
and an experienced pilot to direct them. They 
concluded, therefore, that though it might be 
the slower, it would be the far surer course to 
keep along the coast, where they could land 
occasionally for supplies, and take refuge in 
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creeks^ bays, and mouths of rivers, in case of 
tempestuous weather. This council finally pre- 
vailed, much to the vexation of Juan de 
Anasco. 

Orders were now given to make sail, when, 
as they were weighing anchor, the cable of the 
Governor's brigantine parted. Unfortunately, 
there was no buoy to mark the place, and the 
water was extremely deep. For six hours the 
most expert divers were employed to search for 
it, but in vain ; they therefore supplied its place 
with a heavy stone, and bits from the troopers' 
bridles to increase its weight. 

It was not until three o'clock in the after- 
noon that they made sail. The Governor and 
Anasco took the lead. They kept on for two 
or three leagues into the broad sea, when the 
captains of the other vessels bore up, and 
hailing Moscoso, demanded whether he in- 
tended to quit the shore, contrary to the re- 
solution of the council, declaring that if he did 
they would abandon him, and take each his 
own course. 

Moscoso replied that he stood to sea for the 
purpose of sailing with more security during the 
night, but that he should return to the coast in the 
day time. All that night, and the next day, this 
little fleet kept on with a fair wind, and to their 
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surprise, in firesh water, owing to the immense 
quantity disembogued by the Mississippi. 
About nightfall, they anchored at a small 
rocky island, to take a little repose. 

Here Juan de Anasco again produced his 
deer-skin chart, and inveighed against the 
loss of time and labour in thus creeping 
pusiUanimously along shore, instead of stand- 
ing boldly across the gulf. His arguments at 
length prevailed, and, on the following morn- 
ing, all the vessels stood out to sea. For 
two days Juan de Anasco piloted them 
triumphantly with the aid of his astrolabe and 
forestafF, and frequent consultations of the 
deer-skin chart. At length their water growing 
scanty, they felt incUned to stand toward the 
shore, but were met in the teeth by a contrary 
wind. 

This wind continued two days, and kept 
them beating about on the high seas until their 
water was nearly expended. They now bitterly 
inveighed against Juan de Anasco for giving 
his advice, and the Governor for following it, 
and swore that if they once more got in with 
the land, they would keep along shore, let 
Moscoso and his nautical counsellor take what 
course they pleased. On the fourth day, when 
they were at their last drop of water, the wind 
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veered a little, and, plying every oar, they 
made for the coast. Those on board the vessels, 
who knew any thing of nautical matters, now 
vented their spleen upon Juan de Aiiasco as e^ 
meddling pretender, who had never been at 
sea before this expedition, and knew nothing 
of maritime affairs. The common soldiers made 
merry at the expense of his astrolabe and 
deer-skin chart. This coming to Anasco's 
ears, he flung his forestaff into the sea, 
with the chart tied to it, and would have 
sent the astrolabe after them, but pru- 
dence tempered his wrath. Fortunately, the 
forestaff and chart floated, and were picked up 
by the brigantines which followed, and Juan 
de Anasco was gradually pacified. He seems 
in &LCty to have been the only person in the 
squadron who had a just notion of their situa- 
tion and true course, and his idea of the run 
of the coast was in the main correct. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Vessels in danger of stranding — Come to some small 
Islands, where they repair the brigantines — Overtaken 
by a violent gale, and two caravels driven to sea^ 
Mutiny of Juan Gaytan's crew. 

1543. It was with much toil and difficulty 
that the Spaniards rowed to shore, where they 
landed on a sandy beach without shelter. In 
the evening the wind blew fresh from the 
south, and drove the vessels from their weak 
anchors, so that they were in danger of strand- 
ing. The crews were obUged to leap into the 
water, and bear up against them to keep them 
from bilging. When the wind had subsided 
they dug pits in the sand, from which they 
procured fresh water enough to fill their casks. 
In this way they supplied themselves with 
water throughout the voyage, whenever there 
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were no springs or streams at hand. After 
sailing about fifteen days^ they came to four or 
five small islands, not far from the main land. 
Here they found innumerable quantities of sea 
birds, which built their nests upon the sand^ 
and so close together, that it was almost im- 
possible to walk without treading upon them. 
The men landed and returned to -the vessels, 
laden with eggs and young birds, which were 
almost too fat tq eat. Quitting these islands, 
they coasted along until they came to a beauti- 
ful beach, free from rushes, skirted by a grove 
of large trees, clear of bush, brake or mider- 
wood. Here they found great quantities of that 
scum of the sea called copeck, resembling 
pitch. They therefore remained here several 
days^ careening their brigantines on the beach, 
caulking their seams, and smearing them with 
the copetk, mixed with hog's lard. While 
thus employed they were visited several 
times by a few natives, armed with bows 
and arrows, but pacific in their conduct, 
who brought maize in exchange for skins. 
Continuing their voyage, the Spaniards were 
exceedingly molested in some parts of the 
coast by clouds of mosquitoes, so virulent in 
their sting, that the men's faces were swollen 
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out of all shape. It thus became necessary 
to stand by the rowers, and drive off these 
pestilent insects from their heads as they 
laboured at the oar. 

When the weather was pleasant some of the 
men fished while others went on shore and ga-^ 
thered shell-fish^ for they were on short allow- 
ance, their pork being expended, and they had 
but little maize remaining. Some of the fish 
taken were of a very large size, and one 
jerked with such violence as to pull the unwary 
fisherman into the water. 

For fifty-three days the Spaniards kept along 
the coast steering to the westward. A great 
part of the time, however, was employed in 
repairing the vessels, in fishing, and in shelter- 
ing themselves firom rough weather. Juan 
de Aiiasco, calculating the distance they had 
come, insisted that they must be near the 
river of Palms, from which, as he had before re- 
presented, according to his recollections of the 
map he had seen, the coast bore north and south. 
The fleet consequently stood a little out to sea, 
and next morning early they perceived palm 
trees at a distance rising above the surface of 
the water, and observed that the coast actually 
lay north and south. In the afternoon high 
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mountains began to loom up afar off, — the first 
they had seen on any part of the sea coast since 
their first landing at Espiritu Santo. The 
opinions of Juan de Anasco now rose in the 
estimation of his companions, and it was con-^ 
eluded that they had passed the river of Palms 
in the night time. If so, they could not be 
above sixty leagues from the river of Panuco 
in the neighbourhood of Spanish settlements. 

They had not proceeded far, however, when 
a violent gale sprang up from the north. Five 
of the brigantines, and among them that of the 
Governor, made for the land, the other two 
caravels, one under command of the treasurer, 
Juan Gaytan, who since the untimely death of 
De Guzman had been sole captain, and the 
other commanded by Juan Alvorado, and Chris- 
toval Mosquera, not taking timely warning of 
the threatening gale stood off too far firom the 
coast, and were consequently exposed all night 
to its fury. The caravel of Juan Gaytan 
was at one time in imminent peril. A sud- 
den squall struck her, wrenched her mast 
out of the beam, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty they could right it again. When 
morning dawned, instead of lulling as the mari- 
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ners had predicted, the gale raged with renewed 
violence. Observing the other five brigaptines 
enter a creek and anchor in safety, it stimu- 
lated the crews of the two caravels to redouble 
their efforts to reach their companions. All 
their efforts were however vain, for the wind 
was directly a-head, and they were several times 
in danger of foundering in spite of their struggles. 
They still persisted until the afternoon, when 
convinced that further toil would be unavailing, 
they bore off and ran along the coast with the 
wind on their quarter, the billows all the while 
breaking over them so that they were in con- 
tinual danger of being swamped. 

For six and twenty hours the gale continued 
with imabated fury during which time the 
Spaniards were struggling with the winds and 
waves without a moment's repose and scarcely 
tasting food. Just as the sun was going down 
there was a cry of "land a-head/' A boy 
named Francisco, in the brigantine under 
the command of Juan de Alvorado, and 
Francisco Mosquera, said to those captains, 
" Senores, I know this coast, as I have 
visited it twice before as cabin-boy of a ship ; 
the dark land stretching to the left is a 
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rough and rodt-bound shore extending to the 
harbour of Vera Cruz. In all that distance 
there is neither port nor shelter, but it is studded 
with sharp-pointed rocks; if we strike upon 
these we must all perish. The light coloured 
land to the right is a soft sand-beach which 
we can attain before nightfall. Should the 
wind drive us upon those gloomy shores we 
have little chance of our lives ! " 

So soon as the vessels drew near each other, 
the two captains warned Juan Gaytan and his 
crew of their danger. The latter immediately 
determined to shape their course for the white 
shore, but Juan Gaytan, who was a better trea- 
surer than captain, opposed this measure, saying 
it was not well thus to lose a valuable bark. This 
exasperated the crew who began to mutiny and 
murmur, "Is this vessel of more worth than 
our lives?'* said they, "You presume upon 
your rank of royal treasurer. Did you cut 
wood, or make charcoal for the forges, or beat 
out iron for the nails, or caulk the vessels, or 
in fact do any thing ? No ! you excused your- 
self as an officer of the Emperor ; pray, then 
what do you lose if the brigantine is wrecked? " 

Not heeding their commander the principal 
soldiers set to work trimming the sails, and a 
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Portuguese named Domingos de Acosta seized 
the helm and turned the prow of the bark 
towards the desired shore. Afler .making 
several tacks, they struck upon the beach be- 
fore the sun had set, and succeeded in unlad- 
ing and hauling the vessel on dry land. The 
other brigantine e£fected a landing in a similar 
manner, and with like success. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Expedition of Gonzalo Silvestre to obtain information 
about the country — What happened to Moscoso and 
the rest of the fleet — How the Spaniards were received 
by the inhabitants of Panuco. 

1543. Thb crews of the two barks now as- 
sembled together to decide what should be done. 
It was unanimously resolved to send messen- 
gers to seek the Governor with tidings of their 
situation. But who would undertake this peril- 
ous journey ? They would have to travel thir- 
teen or fourteen leagues through an uknown 
land, to ford rivers, and peradventure encounter 
enemies. 

Gonzalo Quadrado Xaramillo and Francisco 
Munoz undertook the task. Taking a small 
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supply of provisions^ and buckling on their 
shields and swords they set forth at midnight 
on their hazardous expedition. 

Their comrades then returned to their brigan- 
tines, posted sentries, and took a refreshing 
repose after their arduous labours. The morn- 
ing had no sooner dawned than they chose 
three captains to set out, each with twenty men, 
and explore the country. One party fol- 
lowed the coast to the north, another to the 
south, and the third, under Gonzalo Silvestre, 
took a westwardly direction into the interior. 

The two first parties returned in a short time, 
one bringing half a dish of white porcelain, of 
Spanish manufiacture, the other a broken por- 
ringer of painted earthenware. The rapture of 
their comrades at beholding these signs of the 
neighbourhood of some Spanish settlement, is 
easier to be conceived than described. 

Gonzalo Silvestre and his band had pene- 
trated little more than quarter of a league, 
when they beheld a beautiful lake of fresh 
water spread out before them, half a league 
in extent. Upon its waters were several 
canoes with Indians fishing. Fearing that 
these might see them, and spread an 
alarm, they struck into a wood that bordered 
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the lake, and keeping silently on for a quarter 
of a league, they saw two Indians beneath 
a Guava tree, gathering the fhiit. Drs^ging 
themselves along the ground among the herbage 
until sufficiently near, they rose at the same time, 
and rushed to seize the Indians, one of whom 
plunged into the lake, and escaped by swim- 
ming; they took the other prisoner; at the 
same time making prize of two baskets of 
6uava», a Mexican turkey, two Spanish fowls, 
and some maize ; — they then proceeded with all 
haste towards the vessels. 

On arriving at the sea-shore, they found their 
comrades examining those tokens of civilization 
discovered by the two Captains. When, however, 
the Spaniards beheld the articles brought by 
Silvestre and his party, they leaped about like 
madmen. A surgeon, who had formerly 
been in Mexico, asking the Indian captive the 
name of a pair of scissors, which he held in his 
hand, the latter immediately called it by its 
Spanish name. This convinced them that they 
were in the territory of Mexico, which elated 
them to such a degree, that they embraced 
Silvestre and his men, and hoisting that Captain 
upon their shoulders, bore him about the shore 
in triumph. 

VOL. II. o 
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When this ebullition of joy had subsided, 
upon inquiring more particularly respecting the 
country, they learnt that the river into which 
Luis de Moscoso, with the five brigantines, had 
taken refuge, was the Panuco ; and that on its 
banks, twelve leagues above, stood a city of 
the same name. The Indian told them, more- 
over that about a league off, lived a Cacique, 
who could read and write, and had been edu- 
cated by Christian priests. 

These J03^ful tidings gladdened their hearts, 
and having feasted the Indian, and given him 
presents, they despatched him to the Christian 
Cacique, with a request that the latter would 
either bring or send a supply of ink and paper. 
Their messenger soon returned, and with him 
the Cacique, followed by a train of eight In- 
dians, laden with fowls, bread of maize, and 
various fruits and fish, together with paper and 
ink. The Spaniards immediately sent off a na- 
tive with a letter to Moscoso, giving him an 
account of all that had happened, and request- 
ing directions as to their future movements. 

Meanwhile, Moscoso,' when he took refuge in 
the river from the gale, with his five brigantines, 
to his great joy beheld several Indians on shore, 
clothed in the Spanish costume. Addressingthem 
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in Spanish, he demanded in what country they 
then were. The Indians answered in the same 
language, that they were on the Panuco river, 
and that the town of that name was not fifteen 
leagues distant. Upon this the Spaniards leaped 
on shore, kissed the ground repeatedly, and 
throwing themselves on their knees, poured 
out their thanks to God. 

They now made the best of their way to the 
town of Panuco, where, in a few days, they 
were joined by their shipwrecked comrades. 
On entering the town their first act was to repair 
to the church, and offer up thanks to God for 
having preserved them through so many perils 
and hardships. The burghers crowded to the 
church to offer them assistance. The Corregi- 
dor took Moscoso into his house, made him 
his guest, and quartered his followers among 
the inhabitants. 

The town was for the most part built of 
stone, and contained about seventy families, 
who Uved simply but abundantly, the weal- 
thiest not possessing incomes of above five 
hundred crowns. Many of the inhabitants, how- 
ever, were courteous cavahers, and all were 
touched with pity at beholding this forlorn 

o2 



292 CONaUBST OF FLORIDA. 

remnant of the gallant armament, which had 
excited such expectetions on its outset from 
Cuba. 

The survivers in fact, were blackened, hag- 
gard, shrivelled, and half naked ; being clad 
only with the skins of deer, bu£faloes, bears, 
and other animals, so that, says the Spanish 
historian, they looked more like wild beasts 
than human beings. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Discontents and broils among the soldiery-— Their sub- 
sequent fortunes. 

1543. The Chief Magistrate of Panuco des- 
patched a messenger forthwith to Don Antonio 
de Mendoza^ of Mexico, which city lay se- 
venty leagues distant^ to apprise him that a 
small remnant of Hernando de Soto's army had 
returned from Florida. The Viceroy sent word, 
without delay, that they should be shown every 
kindness, and furnished with whatever was 
necessary for their journey when sufficiently 
recovered from their fatigues. He accompanied 
his message with a supply of shirts and sandals, 
and also four mules laden with delicacies and 
medicines for the sick. 

While Luis de Moscoso and his men conti- 
nued in this city, they had time to reflect upon 
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the beautiful country they had abandoned, and 
began to draw comparisons between it and 
Panuco. Thay found that herethe people were but 
indifferently circumstanced, havingneithermines 
of gold nor of silver, nor any other treasure. 
Their dresses were mere garments of cotton ; 
theironly source of wealth the breeding of horses, 
and planting of mulberry trees. The adventurers 
now began to retrace in memory the beautiful 
provinces they had discovered ; their wild fer- 
tility and prodigal abundance ; their capabilities 
for raising maize, grain and vegetables ; their 
verdant meadows and rich pastures ; their vast 
tracts of woodland, watered by running streams, 
so well adapted to the raising of flocks and 
herds. But above all, they called to mind 
the treasures of pearls, which they had not 
appreciated, as each adventurer fancied himself 
lord of boundless domains. 

Turning over these things in their minds, 
they began to murmur among themselves. 
*^ Could we not," said they, *^have dwelt in 
Florida, as these Spaniards live in Panuco ? 
and had we settled there, should we not 
have been more opulent than our hosts 
here? Is it just that we should come and 
receive hospitality from others poorer than 
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ourselves^ when we might have entertained 
all Spain? Is it creditable to our honour 
that we^ who might have been chieftains, have 
come here to beg ? It would have been far 
better to have bravely perished in the beautiful 
country we have quitted, amid the struggles of 
war and the labours of discovery, than to dwell 
here in inglorious inaction ! " 

These murmurings in their poverty, produced 
violent discord among the discontented soldiers. 
Their greatest rage, however, was against the 
officers of the royal revenue, and those who, 
after the death of the Governor, Hernando de 
Soto, had insisted upon quitting Florida, and 
had obstinately forced Luis de Moscoso to 
undertake that disastrous journey to the 
province of Los Vasqueros, instead of send- 
ing two brigantines for reinforcements, as had 
been intended. Several affi*ays took place, in 
which blood was shed, and some lives lost. 
The officers and cavaliers were obliged to keep 
within doors, and the town was continually 
distracted by broils among the soldiery. 

The Corregidor of Panuco, finding that this 
discord increased from day to day, sent word to 
the Viceroy, Don Antonio de Mendoza, who 
ordered Moscoso and his disappointed troops 
to be sent immediately to Mexico, in small 
detachments of ten and twenty, and that care 
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should be taken to separate those who were at 
variance, lest they should fight by the road. 

In pursuance of this order, they left Panuco 
twenty*five days after their arrival there. The 
inhabitants along the road thronged to see 
them ; eager to behold men who had survived 
such toils and endured such hardships. The 
fame of their great sufferings and daring 
exploits had spread throughout the land, 
and both Indians and Spaniards entertained 
them with great kindness during their jour- 
ney. When they arrived at the renowned 
city of Mexico, throngs of citizens flocked 
out to receive them, and conducted them to 
their homes, where they feasted them and 
clothed them in sumptuous apparel. The 
Viceroy treated the Governor and his officers 
with distinguished attention, and extended his 
liberality to the humblest of their followers. 

Some of the skins and furs which the 
anny had preserved were highly prized in 
Mexico. A few strings of pearls, also, which 
they had brought with them, proved to be of 
immense value. The beautiful martin skins, 
however, were valued above all. Finding that 
men of wealth prized so highly what they had 
despised, their despondency increased; they 
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brooded bitterly over their folly in abandoning 
a country which had cost them so much to 
discover, and where such valuable articles 
abounded. Discontented with themselves, they 
forgot their former brotherhood in arms, and 
again broke out into sanguinary brawls. 

In order to console them, the Viceroy, pro- 
mised that, if they desired to return to Florida, 
he would himself undertake the conquest of 
that country 3 in fact, he had an inclination for 
the enterprise, and offered salaries to many 
of the officers and men, if they would ac- 
company him. Some accepted his proposals 
but most of them, when put to the proof, 
shrank from returning to a country where 
they had suffered so many hardships. 

The enterprising spirit of Juan de Anasco 
was somewhat broken by disappointment, and, 
disgusted with the new World, where he had 
squandered his fortune, he returned to Spain. 
Juan Gaytan, the treasurer, Baltazar de Gal- 
legos, Pedro Calderon, Alonso Romo de Car- 
denos. Arias Tinoco, and many others of less 
note, followed the example of De Anasco. 
Gomez Suarez de Figuero returned to 
the estate of his father. Some embraced the 
priesthood : a few remained in New Spain, 

o 3 



298 CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

among whom was the Gtovemor^ Luis de Mos- 
coso de Alvorado, who married a relative, a 
woman of rank and wealth in Mexico. The 
greatest nmnber, however, went to seek their 
fortunes in Peru. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

* 

The voyages of Ma]4onado and Gomez Arias in search 
of De Soto — ^Death of Dona Isabel de Bobadilla. 

1543. To close this eventful history, it only 
remains to give some account of the anqve- 
ments of Diego Maldonado and Gomez Axias. 
The former, as we have before related, set sail 
from Espiritu Santo, for the Havana, with two 
brigantines, to visit Dona Isabel de Bobadilla, 
wife of Hernando de Soto ; Gomez Arias hav- 
ing preceded him in a caravel. These two cava- 
liers had received orders to procure vessels in 
Havana, load them with supplies of food, arms, 
and stores, and sail for the Port of Achusi in 
the course of the following autumn, where 
De Soto, after exploring the interior of Florida, 
was to meet them. 

They accordingly joined each other in the 
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Havana^ and, having sent to all the adjacent 
islands an account of the discovery of Florida, 
purchased three vessels and freighted them 
with supplies^ together with the two brigantines 
and the caravel. They could have laden two 
additional vessels ; for the inhabitants of the 
islands, hearing such a fevourable report of 
Florida, and prompted by their own interest 
as well as by their love for De Soto, sent all 
the provision they could collect. 

The two captains set sail and reached the 
Port of Achusi in Safety, but not finding De 
Soto there, they separated and coasted in oppo- 
site directions, thinking it probable that he 
might have come out at some other place, 
either to the eastward or westward. They left 
signals in the trees and cut letters in the 
bark, with statements of their intended 
movements the following summer, but, after 
cruising about in vain until the winter set in, 
they returned dejected to the Havana. The 
following simimer, they revisited the shores of 
Florida, running along the coast as far to the 
westward as Mexico, and a great distance to 
the eastward, but meeting with no success, 
they returned to the Havana on approach of 
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winter. Early the ensuing summer they again 
safled for Florida, and after having consumed 
seven months in fruitless search, were com- 
pelled by the weather to return and winter in 
the harbour of Cuba. 

Determined, however, not to give up the 
search imtil they had discovered traces of 
De Soto, for they could not believe that every 
soul of the expedition had perished ; as soon 
as the spring of 1543 opened, they again put 
to sea. They cruised about aU this summer, 
suflfering grievous privations and undergomg ex- 
cessive labour, and about the middle of October 
arrived at Vera Cruz. Here they heard the 
melancholy account that the Spaniards had 
abandoned Florida, that only three hundred of 
the gallant army had escaped^ and that the 
Governor, Hernando de Soto, had perished in 
the country he sought to conquer. With these 
sad tidings, the two captains repaired to Ha- 
vana, and communicated them to Dona Isabel 
de BobadiUa. During three long years she had 
been racked with anxiety for her husband's 
safety, and now came news of the failure 
of his magnificent enterprise, the loss of his 
treasures, the ruin of his estate, the down- 
fall of his house, and his own melancholy death. 
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It was an overwhelming blow; Dona Isabel 
never held up her head from this time, but 
died soon after of a broken heart. 

Thus closes this history of blasted hope and 
baffled enterprise. 



THE END. 



APPENDIX, 



As the principal authority in the foregoing work is 
Garcilaso de la Vega, a few particulars concerning him 
and his writings may be acceptable to the reader. He 
was a Peruvian by birth, a native of the city of Cuzco. 
His father was a Spanish adventurer of noble descent, 
and his mother the sister of Huayna Capac, the last of 
the renowned Incas. Hearing much in his youth of the 
land of his father, he quitted his country and repaired to 
Spain, where he took up his residence at Cordova, and 
soon distinguished himself by his translation of the 
Dialogues of Love of Leon Hebreos, and by his Royal 
Commentaries on the History of the Incas. These won 
him the favour of the Sovereigns and the esteem of the 
learned. Don Gabriel Deza de Cardenas, in his preface 
to the second edition of Garcilaso's History of Florida, 
remarks, that he was admired by the world as a man of 
piety, virtue, modesty and devotion to letters, and held 
in the highest estimation as a historian. He died in 
Cordova in 16 16, and was honourably interred in the 
cathedral in one of the chapels called the Chapel of Gar- 
cilaso, where monumental inscriptions on each side of 
the altar record his valour, his virtues and his literary 
merits. 
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Such is the general character of Gardlaso de la Vega ; 
which will enable the reader in Bome measure to judge 
of his credibility as a historian. In his introduction to 
his work on Florida he gives an account of the sources 
whence he drew his facts. He says that he had fre- 
quently, and in divers places, held long conversations 
with an old friend who had been present in the expedi- 
tion of Hernando de Soto, and that, struck with the 
achievements both' of Spaniards and Indians related 
by this cavalier, he determined to rescue such heroic 
deeds from oblivion by recording them. His laud- 
able resolve was for a time, however, postponed. He 
was called to lay down the pen and take up the sword: 
other causes concurred to separate them, and thus twenty 
years elapsed before he could carry his plan into exe- 
cution. 

The desire, however, of perpetuating this heroic expe- 
dition and the names of the brave men engaged in it, 
increased with his years, and fearing that the death either 
of his friend or of himself might defeat his wishes, he 
left his home and took up his residence for a time in the 
village where the cavalier resided. Here he took down 
the particulars of the expedition, as related by word of 
mouth, questioning his friend minutely and repeatedly 
as to persons, places and transactions ; thus stimu- 
lating his memory and drawing piece-meal from him 
those anecdotes of individual prowess and adventure, 
which give such stirring interest and vivacity to his 
narrative. 

Garcilaso does not give the name of his friend, but says 
he was a brave soldier, who had been present in aU the 
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scenes of the expedition and had many times acted av 
leader in the exploits related. He adds that he was 
of noble rank, a hidalgo, and as such piqued himself on 
uttering nothing but the truth. Such confidence was 
placed in his veracity that the Council Royal of the 
Indies frequently sent for him to consult him about the 
events that chanced in this and other expeditions in 
which he had been engaged. 

Besides the oral testimony of this cavalier, the Inca 
informs us that he had likewise written documents 
from two soldiers who were engaged in the expe- 
dition. One of them, named Alonzo de Carmona, a 
native of the town of Priego, having returned to Spain, 
wrote his "Two Peregrinations" as he called them, in 
Florida and Peru. They contained brief notices of facts 
and circumstances, skipping from one remarkable trans- 
action to another, without much regard to dates or 
places, or the regular succession of events. These 
memoirs he sent to Garcilaso de la Vega for his inspec- 
tion, not knowing at the time that he was occupied on 
the same subject. 

The other soldier was Juan Coles, a native of Zafra; 
who also wrote an irregular and brief notice of the prin- 
cipal events of the expedition. This he gave to a Fran- 
ciscan monk, named Fray Pedro Aguado; who incor- 
porated it in a collection of narratives relative to the new 
world, which he intended to publish. The manuscripts of 
the friar, however, remained in a crude and neglected 
state in the hands of a printer at Cordova, where the 
Inca found them covered with dust and half destroyed 
by rats. There was nearly a ream of paper, divided into 
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quires, in the hand-writing of the different narrators. 
From among these Garcilaso extracted the manuscript of 
Juan Coles; shofUy after he had received that of Alonzo 
de Carmona. At the time these documents fell into 
his hands he had already completed his narrative as 
taken from the lips of his friend; but having now two 
additional eye witnesses, he went over the whole subject 
anew, availing himself of the particulars thus imexpect- 
edly furnished to corroborate, strengtiien, and enlarge 
the details already recorded. 

Such are the sources from whence Garcilaso de la 
Vega derived his &cts, and for which we have the guaran- 
tee of his general character as a man of judgment and 
veracity. His account of the expedition of Hernando 
de Soto was held in such credit in former times, and by 
those most capable of judging, that it was incorporated 
almost at full lengtii by Herrera the great Spanish his- 
torian in his history of American discovery. 
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ROUTE OF HERNANDO DE SOTO. 

In order to assist any future research as to the route of 
Hernando de Soto and his followers, we here subjoin 
the various marchings, distances, and points of the 
compass, as gleaned from different parts of the Spanish 
and Portuguese narratives. They will be seen to be 
contradictory and exaggerated^ and have frequently 
caused us great perplexity : we have, however, endea* 
voured to guide ourselves through the maze they present, 
by certain general landmarks, and by the researches of 
various travellers. 

Indeed, the Inca himself remarks, '' I cannot hold 
myself responsible for the distances I give, for although 
I have spared no exertion, and have used all diligence 
to arrive at the truth, yet I have been imavoidably com- 
pelled to leave much to conjecture. The Spaniards had 
no instruments with them by which they could compute 
distances ; their main object was to conquer the country, 
and seek for silver and gold, consequently they gave 
thCTiselves but little trouble to note down the route." 

** De Soto and his followers," says the Inca, '* landed 
at the Bay of Espiritu Santo, whence they marched a 
little more than two leagues in a north-east direction, and 
halted at the village of Hirrihigua; resuming their march 
to the north-east, a journey of twenty-five leagues 
brought them to the village of Urribarracaxi ; hence to 
the province of Acuera, where they next arrived, was 
twenty leagues. Departing from Acuera, and march- 
ing towards the north, and sometimes to the north-east. 
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about twenty leagues, they came to the town of Ocali. 
Here they crossed the river Ocali, and journeying six- 
teen leagues, reached OchUe, a frontier village of the 
province of ^tachuco. The Spaniards," says the Inca, 
" marched more than fifty leagues through this pro- 
vince. We next find them in the village of Vitachuco. 
Setting out from thence, they marched four leagues to 
the river of Osachile. Crossing this, they continued on six 
leagues, and came to the village of the same name. Twelve 
leagues further, they foimd the great swamp ; traversing 
this, which was one league and a half across, they con- 
tinued on six leagues, and were arrested by a deep 
stream : — ^having crossed this, they itarched four leagues 
to the chief village of Apalachee, whei*e they went into 
winter quarters." The Inca here states, that the bay of 
Aute was about four leagues distant. 

Leaving Apalachee, the ensuing spring, they marched 
to the northward five days, and came to the province of 
Atapaha ; ten days more brought them to the province of 
Achalaque*. They were five days in traversing this 
province, and in fotir days more, came to the frontier 
village of the province of Cofa. Leaving this vilWe, 
in six or seven days they came to the province of Cofeu 
qui ; from thence, a march of seven days brought them 
to a river : marching up this for twelve leagues, they 
came to a frontier tillage of the province of Cofachiqui ; 
in four days more, they arrived at the capital. Quitting 



* It will be seen, by referring to chap. xxvi. of this work, 
that we consider the Inca under a mistake in bringing 
them so soon to this province. We prefer the Portu- 
guese account which makes their arrival a month later. 
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this province, they came, at the end of eight days, to the 
province of Chalaque. Three days more brought them 
to the province of Xuala. The Inca here observes, that 
the Spaniards were fifty-seven days marching from 
Apalachee to Xuala. He supposes, that they must have 
marched about four leagues and half a day, and that 
consequently Xuala must have been nearly two himdred 
and fifty leagues from the province of Apalachee, and 
about four hundred from the Bay of Espiritu Santo. 

They now struck, he says, in a westwardly direction, 
making a bend towards the south, and in five days came' 
to the province of Guajnile : a march of six days more, or 
thirty leagues, brought them to Ychiaha. Their next 
journey was to the village of Acoste, five leagues from 
Ychiaha. Quitting this, they traversed the provinces of 
Cosa, and in twenty-three or four days came to the 
village of Cosa, which was more than a hundred leagues 
distant from Acoste. Continuing onward towards the 
south, five days' march brought them to the town of 
Talise ; a journey of five or six days more found them in 
Tascaluza, and marching two leagues further, they 
halted in the town of Mauvila. From hence, De Soto, 
to^ avoid the sea. struck northwardly, and. marching 
seven days, came to the village of Chicaza : a league 
distant from this village, was Chicacilla, where they 
passed the winter. 

Setting out the following spring, the first place they 
arrived at was Alibamo, four or five leagues from Chica- 
cilla : a march of three days brought them to the village 
of Chisca, on the banks of the Mississippi. Following 
the banks of this river four days, they crossed it, and. 
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marebing on four or five days longer, they came to 
the Tillage of Casquin : a journey of about six days 
brought them to Capaha ; from hence the army returned 
to the village of Casquin. Leaving that town behind 
them, they continued along the river nine days, when 
they reached the village of Quiguate. Still follow- 
ing the course of the river, in five days, they came to 
Colima. The next province they reached was Tula, ten 
days' journey from the last : a march of six days more 
brought them to the town of Utiangue, where they 
'wintered. 

In the spring the army resumed its wanderings, and, 
in seven days came to the village of Naguatex. A march 
of five days brought them to the frontiers of the province 
of Guancane, which they were eight days in traversing. 
From hence they struck in a south-eastwardly direction, 
to reach the Mississippi. They traversed seven provinces, 
a distance, the Inca conjectures, of about one hundred 
and twenty leagues, and arrived at the province of 
Anilco. Marching on through this province for thirty 
leagues, they came to the capital : a journey of four days 
further, brought them to the province of Guachoya, 
where De Soto died. 

The army, says Garcilaso, set out for the westward im- 
der Luis de Moscoso, and marching more than a hundred 
leagues came to the province of Auche : continuing on 
for six or seven days, they arrived at the province of Los 
Vasqueros. They penetrated more than thirty leagues 
into this province, when their westward march was ar- 
rested by the sight of lofty mountains. From hence 
they set out on their retmm to the Mississipi», and 
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making a bend to the southward, arrived at the village 
of Aminoya, three months from the time of their depar- 
ture from Guachoya. The whole distance of their march 
to the west of the Mississippi, going and returning, he 
computes to have been more than three hundred and 
fifty leagues. 

Garcilaso de la Vega remarks, that it is difficult to 
give precisely the length of the Spaniards' voyage down 
the Mississippi, as they were so engaged in fighting that 
they had not time to calculate the probable distance; 
but he adds, that sometime afterwards, in Mexico, they 
consulted among themselves in the presence of some 
men who were skiUed in maritime matters, and it was 
computed that having had the aid of sails and oars, the 
average of a day and night must have been about five 
and twenty leagues ; and as they were nineteen days and 
nights in performing the voyage, the whole distance was 
not far short of five hundred leagues. According to the 
memorandum of Juan Coles, he says, it was considered 
seven hundred leagues. 

Garcilaso adds, that the Mississippi, at Aminoya was 
nineteen fathoms deep, and a quarter of a league wide ; 
but that some persons, who pretended to a knowledge of 
cosmography, asserted, the distance from this place 
where the Spaniards embarked, to where the river takes 
its rise, was three hundred leagues, and some averred 
much more; but I adopt, says he, the opinion most within 
bounds, that would make this river eight hundred 
leagues in extent, — which was the distance the Spaniards 
penetrated into the country. Having given a sketch of 
the route, as stated by the Inca in his narrative, we annex 
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a memorandum of the route, according to the Por- 
tuguese narrator. 

From the port of the Holy Ghost (Espiritu Santo), he 
says, the army marched round the bay about tviro leagues, 
and came to the town of Ucita ; from thence they went 
thuty leagues to the coast of Paracoxi ; marchmg on 
through the small villages Acela and Jocaste, they came 
to Gale ; quitting Gale they passed through Itara and 
'Potano, and on the third day came to Vtimama. They 
next came to a habitation, which he says, the Spaniards 
called de Mala Paz; and from, thence went to Gholupaba. 
Here they crossed a river, and having marched two days, 
arrif^ed at Galiquen ; five days' march brought them to 
to Napetaca ; continuing on by Pelaya, they next reached 
Uzachil ; in two days' march they came to Axille. Having 
crossed a river they halted in Vitachuco, a village of the 
province of Palache ; passing through the town of Uzelu, 
they came to Anhayca of Palache, where they went into 
winter quarters. He states here, that the sea was only 
ten leagues distant from this place. 

On the third of March, they left Anhayca of Palache, 
and came to Capachiqui on the eleventh : continuing 
on, they arrived at Toalli on the twenty-first of the 
same month. Quitting Toalli the twenty-third, they 
crossed a river and came to Achese : resuming their 
journey on the first of April, they were at Altaraca on the 
fourth, and arrived at Ocute on the tenth '; and passing 
through Gofaqui came to Patofa. The writer here 
observes, that it is fifty leagues from Ocute to Patofa, and 
not less than three hundred and sixty leagues from Ocute 
to Espiritu Santo. 
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Leaying Patofa, they marched nine days, at the rate of 
seven or eight leagues a day, crossing two large rivers, 
and encamped in a desert : from hence, they marched 
about twelve or thirteen leagues down the banks of a 
river, and came to a small village called Aymay : they 
next arrived at the province of Cutifachiqui, two days' 
journey distant from Aymay: departing from Cutifa- 
chiqui, they marched a hundred leagues in this province, 
and came to Chalaque : a journey of five days more 
brought them to the province of Xualla. The narrator 
observes here, that from Ocute to Cutifachiqui, it is 
reckoned a hundred and thirty leagues, and from Cutifa- 
chiqui to Xualla, two himdred and fifty. Quitting Xualla, 
they came, in five days, to Quaxule : two days' march 
brought them to Canasaqua. They journeyed on five days 
and came to Chiaha : the next town they reached was 
Acoste, seven days' journey distant. On the ninth ^ of 
July the army leftAcoste, andwent to Tali, and thence to 
Coza where they arrived on the fifteenth : they departed 
from Coza on the twentieth, and passing through Tallin 
muchase, Ulliballi and Toasi, arrived at TaUise on the 
eighteenth of September. The narrator remarks in this 
place, that, they usually marched five or six leagues a 
day in uninhabited countries ; but that in the wilderness 
they journeyed as fast as possible, lest they should be 
straightened for want of provisions. He says, it is 
computed that Tascaluza is twenty leagues south 
of Cosa; Cosa one hundred and eighty leagues west 
of Xualla ; Xualla two hundred and fifty leagues north 
of Cutifachiqui; Cutifachiqui four hundred and thirty 
leagues northeast of Palache, and Palache one hun^ 
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dredwest from Espiritu Santo. Leaving Tallise, the 
Spaniards passed through Casiste, and came to the towii 
of Piache, here they crossed a wide river, and continuing 
on, arrived at Maville the eighteenth of October : they 
departed from Maville on the eighteenth of November, 
and in five days entered the province of Pafallaya. 
Passing through the village of Taliepatave and Cabusto, 
and crossing a wide river, they arrived at Chicasa on the 
eighteenth of December, where they went into winter 
quarters. 

Resuming their march in the spring they came to the 
village of Alimamu, and after seven days arrived at 
Quizquiz ; — a> march of half a league further brought 
them to the Mississippi. From Tascahiza to the great 
river, observes the Portuguese, we reckon three hundred 
leagues. Crossing this river they marched a league and 
a half to a village in the province of Aquixo : continuing 
on they came to the village of Casqui. They next reached 
the village of Pacaha, about a day's journey distant from 
Casqui: returning to the latter place they continued 
their march and arrived at Quigate which was one hun- 
dred and twenty leagues from Pacaha. Quitting Quigate 
they marched about forty leagues to the province of 
Coligoa ; five days more brought them to Palisema. They 
next came to Tafalicoya i four days' journey distant 
was the province of Cayas which they entered and 
halted in the town of Tanico. After a march of three 
days they came to Tulla ; they next arrived at the end of 
five days at Quipana. Continuing onward they passed 
through Anoixi and Catamaya and arrived at Autiamquo 
where they passed the winter. 
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Departing from Autiamque on the sixth of March, 
they passed through the province of Ayays and came 
to the town of Tultelpina. After three days' march they 
arrived at Tianto^ and the next day, the fifteenth of 
March, came to Nilco ; soon after, they reached Gua- 
choya where De Soto died. Luis de Moscoso set out on 
the fifth of June, and passing through the province of 
Catalte arrived at Chaguate on the twentieth. Three 
days' journey from thence brought them to the province 
of Aguacay. They continued on, and passing by Pato 
on the fourth day came to the province of Maye : they 
next reached Naguatex. At the end of three days' march 
they came to the small hamlet of Missobone : thence 
they passed through Lacane, Mondacao and the pro- 
vince of Ayays, and arrived at Socatino. After twenty 
days' march they came to the province of Guasco. They 
, continued on to the river Daycao ten days' journey from 
Guasco, where they arrived in the beginning of October. 
I'he Portuguese says here, that from Daycao to the great 
river, it was one hundred and fifty leagues, which they 
travelled, marching always to the westward. 

From hence they set out on their return, and passing 
through Naguatex, Chaguate and the town of Cilano 
arrived at Nilco in the beginning of December : from 
thence they went two days' journey to Minoya. Here 
they embarked upon the Mississippi. Their course, 
says the narrator, continued seventeen days, during 
which they travelled two hundred and fifty leagues. 
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